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Friday, June \^th. — ^The noted widow Zuma 
visited us to-day without the slightest pretensions 
to finery of any kind, either in her dress or orna- 
ments, for she was clad in very humble apparel of 
country cloth. She related to us with great good 
humour her quarrels with her prince, the ruler 
of Wowow, and her consequent flight from that 
city to escape his resentment. It appears that, 
in order to effect this, she was actually obliged to 
climb over the city wall in the night, and travel 
on foot to Booss^, which is a very long journey, 
and to a woman of her size must have been an 
arduous task. She alleged that she had done 
nothing whatever to merit the displeasure of the 
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2 THE WIDOW ZtXMA. [Chap. VIII. 

Wowow chief, notwithstanding which he had 
robbed her of all her household furniture and a 
number of her slaves. But, from another quarter, 
we learn that one of her sons had committed a 
theft in the city, for which he would have suffered 
death, if he had not made his escape with his 
mother, who it is said had instigated him to the 
deed. The widow c(»nplained sadly of poverty 
and the hardness of the times; she had fought 
with the Yarribeans against Aldrie ; but instead of 
receiving a recompense for her bravery, she had 
lost half her slaves in an engagement, which so 
disgusted her with the military profession, that 
she immediately abandoned it and returned home. 
Yet, in spite of all her losses and misfortunes, she 
has gained so much in corpulency, that it was with 
the utmost difficulty she could squeeze herself into 
the doorway of our hut, although it is by n» 
means small. The widow Zuma is a very good* 
looking, elderly person of matronly appearance. 
Her skin is of a light copper eolour. 

After the widow had left us, I carried the pre* 
aents which had been selected to tiie king and 
queen. Each appeared delighted with them, and 
the former more especially was extravagant in 
expressions of admiration and thankfulness. A 
pair of silver bmoelets, a tobacco pipe, and a 
looking-glass, seemed to rivet the attention of the 
king, who could not ti^e his eyes off them for 
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m full half hoar, 6o muck was he pleased with 
them. 

This morning we visited the far-famed N^er cor 
Quorta^ which flows hy the city, ahout a mile 
£rom our residence, and were greatly disappointed 
at the appearanoe of this celelnrated riyer. Black, 
rugged rocks rose abruptly from the centre of th^ 
stream, causing strong ripples and eddies oii its 
fiurface. It is said that, a few miles above Booss^ 
the Tiver is divided into three brandies, by two 
6m;dl fertile islands, and that it flows from hence 
in one continued stream to Funda. The Niger 
bere, in its widest part, is not more than a stone V 
throw across at present. The rock on which we 
sat overlooks the spot where Mr. Park and his 
associates met their unhappy fate ; we could not 
lielp meditating on that circumstance, and on the 
number of valuable lives which have been sacri* 
£eed in attempting to ex^ore this river, and se- 
cretly implored the Almighty that we might be the 
humble means of setting at jest for ever the great 
gueation of its course and termination. 

Saturday^ June \9th. — ^This morning the king, 
accompanied by his consost, who is said to be his 
counsellor and only confidant, honoured us with 
a visit at our hut. The^ came without any kind 
of state or ceremony, and were both dressed more 
fkbunly than many of their subjects. The king 
w^e a white cotton tobe over another of blue and 
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4 THB KING AND QTJBBN. [Chap. VIII, 

white, a cap of red cloth, and leathern sandals of 
the same colour. The midlkie was clad in a 
common check shirt, of Nouffie manufecture ; a 
plain piece of blue cotton was fastened round her 
head, wholly concealing the hair ; a larger piece 
of the same kind was thrown over the left shoulder, 
and a third, tied round her waist, reached so far 
as the middle of the leg. Her feet were bare, as 
were likewise her arms up to the elbow; a brass 
ring ornamented each great toe, and eight silver 
bracelets each wrist, the least of them weighing 
little less than a quarter of a pound. Besides 
these ornaments, the queen wore a necklace of 
coral and bits of gold, and small pieces of pipe 
coral were stuck in the lobe of each ear. 

We had almost forgotten to mention that the 
sultan of Bomou is considered the most powerful 
chief of Northern, as the king of Boossk is of 
Western Africa. The queen is the daughter of the 
last and sister of the present ruler of Wowow. 

The demand for coral has been very great in 
every town of consequence which we have visited. 
All ranks of people appear passionately fond of 
wearing it, and it is preferred to every other orna- 
ment whatever. The midlkie asked us, this morn- 
ing, if we had brought any coral with us, and 
seemed rather disappointed, though npt dis- 
pleased, on being answered in the negative. She 
then pulled out a little box, made of sheep skin, 
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which was filled with coral beads and little golden 
trinkets, and requested me to polish the latter for 
her. We offered her a few plated buttons, which 
we had just before been cleaning, and they were 
accepted with transport ; but, as their brightness 
had excited the admiration of her consort, a 
scramble took place as to which of the two should 
have them. After a long struggle, it ended in the 
triumph of the king, who first chose the largest 
and best for his own use, and then gave his spouse 
the remainder, taking care, however, to show her 
the inside of the buttons he had selected for him* 
self, which were tarnished by use, and to display 
those intended for her to the greatest advantage. 
The royal couple were like two great children, yet 
they were each well pleased with their own, and 
expressed their thankfulness with much warmth. 

We imagined that it would have been bad 
policy to have stated the true reason of our 
visiting this country, knowing the jealousy of 
most of the people with regard to the Niger ; and. 
therefore, in answer to the king's inquiries, I was. 
obliged to deceive him with the assertion that our 
object was to go to Bornou by way of Ydoorie, 
requesting at the same time a safe conveyance 
through his territories. This answer satisfied the 
king, and he promised us every assistance in 
his power. Our visitors remained with us a con-, 
aiderable time, and in the course of conversation, 
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one of them obserred tliatr^ej had in iSheir pos* 
session a tobe, yfhieh. belonged to a white man 
who came from the north many years ago, and 
from whom it had been purchased by the king's 
father. We expressed great curiosity to see this 
tobe, and it was sent ns afr a present a short time 
after their departure. Contrary to our expecta* 
tions, we found it to be made of rich crimson 
damask, and very heavy from the immense quan* 
ftity of gold embroidery with which it was covered. 
As the time when the late king is said to have 
purchased this tobe corresponds very nearly ta 
fte supposed period of Mr. Park's death, and as 
we never heard of any other white man having 
eome from the north so far south as BoossSt, we 
are inclined to believe it to be part of the spofl 
obtained from the canoe of that ill-fated traveller.- 
Whether Mr. Park wore the tobe himself, which 
is scarcely probable on account of its weight, 
or whether he intended it as a present to a native 
chief, we are at a loss to determine. At all 
events, the article is a curiosity in itself; and if 
we should live to return to England, we shall 
easily learn whether it was made there or not; 
The chief himself has never worn the tobe, nor 
did his predecessor, from a superstitious feding*; 
* besides,' observed the king, ' it might excite the 
cupidity of the neighbouring powers.' 

Sunday, June 20ih. — ^llte kmg sent a mes*- 



senger tbis moroing, to infiinn us thsk be was a 
laUor, and^ Aatr he would fhaiik us for some thread 
4Did a few neediest for his own pivate use. By 
this man he likewise sent a nmsket for ns to 
vqiair; but as it is Sunday, we ba:7e declined 
4oii^ it till to^^norrow* Bager as we are to 
obtain even the slightest informatioii rdlative to 
the unhappy fate of Mr. Park and his companions^ 
as w^ as to asoertam if any of their books or 
papers are now in existence at this place, we had 
almost made up our minds to refrain from askmg 
any questions on the subject, beeause we were 
apprehennye that it might be displeasing to the 
king, and involve us in many perfdexities. Fami* 
liartty, however, having in some measure worn 
4>ff this impression, and the king being an f^abk, 
obliging, and good-natured person, we were em* 
boldened to send Piftskoe to Mm this morah^, 
with a message expressive of the inteiest we kUk 
on the subject, in common with all our country- 
men ; and saying that, if any books or papers 
which belonged to Mr. Park were yet in his pos* 
aession, he would do us a great ser^ce, by deii^ 
vermg them into our hands, or at least by granti- 
ang us permisHon to see them. To Ihis the king 
vetumed for answer, that vrhen Mr. Park was lost 
in the Niger, he was a very little boy, and that 
he knew not what had become of his effects ; that 
the deplorable event had occurred in tiie reign of 
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the late king's predecessor, who died shortly after ; 
and that all traces of the white man had been lost 
with him. This answer disappointed our hopes, 
for to us it appeared final and decisive. But in 
the evening they were again raisicd by a hint from 
our host, who is the king's drummer, and one of 
the principal men in the country : he assured us, 
that there was certainly one book at least saved 
from Mr. Park's canoe, which is now in the pos- 
session of a very poor man in the service of his 
master, to whom it had been entrusted by the late 
king during his last illness. He said moreover, 
that if but one application were made to the king, 
on any subject whatever, very little was thought 
of it ; but if a second were made, the matter 
would be considered of sufficient importance to 
demand his whole attention, — such being the 
custom of the country. The drummer therefore 
recommended us to- persevere in our inquiries, 
for he had no doubt that something to our satis- 
faction would be elicited. . At his own request, we 
s^nt him to the king immediately, desiring him to 
repeat our former statement^ and to assure the 
king, that should he be successful in recover- 
ing the book we wanted, our monarch would 
reward, him handsomely. He desired the drum- 
mer to inform us, that he would use every exertion, 
and examine the man who was reported to have 
the white man's book in his possession^ at an early 
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hour to-morrow. Here the matter at present 
rests. 

In the afternoon, the king came alone to see 
us, and wished to know when we were inclined to 
depart : we answered, that we were quite ready ; 
that we were only waiting his pleasure, and would 
gladly proceed on our journey whenever he would 
give us permission. He said, if the king of 
Y4oorie should not have a canoe for us by Monday 
evening, we should have the use of one of his 
own, and that we should have liberty to em- 
bark on the following morning. We thanked him 
for his kindness, and took the opportunity of pay- 
ing him and his spouse a compliment, which their 
treatment of us has really deserved. The king 
took it in good part, was extremely affable and 
obliging, and quitted us in an excellent humour. 

I have been very unwell during the last day or 
two, but am now much better. 

Monday J June 2l8L — The city of Booss^, as 
we have before observed, consists of a great num- 
ber of groups or clusters of huts, all within a 
short distance of each other. It is bounded on 
one side by the river Quorra or Niger, and on 
the other by an extensive turreted wall, with 
moats, forming a complete semicircle. Notwith* 
standing, however, its natural and artificial de- 
fences, Boossd was taken by the Fal&tahs many 
years ago ; on which occasion its inhabitants fled, 
with their children and effects, to one of those 
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Mttle ialaads in tlie Niger, which we have ahready 
mentioned. But the chiefs of Nikl, Wowow, 
aaad Kiama^ having been made acquainted with 
die ckoumBtaoce, assembied together^ and having^ 
joined their forces with thoee of Boosb^ drove the 
Tal&tehe, their common enemy, into iht Niger, 
where many of them perilled. Sinee that period 
the city ha» never been invaded, nor tlireatened 
with attack. The b&A. of Boossii ifr, lOT^the most 
part, very fertile, and producer rice, eem, yamst 
^ic, in great abundance. £>euxift, a kind of oonr, 
is obtained here in the greatest perfection; it 
yields five hundred fokl, and forms the principal 
food of the inhabitants, both iieh amid poor. 
Another variety of com gro¥n» here, wioek has 
eight ears on.a single stem ; the grsun is very small 
and sweet, but it is not cultivated to any extent 
The buttei^tree flournhes m and near the town ; 
and palm oil is imported from Noufle; but the 
kutter ie only used as an article of food, because it 
19 vevy scarce and dear, and is purchased only by 
ike king ai^ a §tw of the psincipal inhabitants. 
The kmg and his midlkie have each great numberv 
of fine cattle, but none of their subjects are in pos* 
4WS8fton of a single bulloek ; they have, however^ 
flodia of she^ and goats, and obtain immense 
quantities of fish from the Niger. Very good salt 
is brought from a sak lake on the borders of Ae 
over, whjeh is about ten dufh^ journey to liie north- 
ward of this place ; aiai pepper grows m every part 
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ofthe GOimtry. Guinea-fowl, pheasants, partridgeoi 
and a: variety of aquatie birds are fomd here in the 
grcBtest plenty, and hare afforded us excellent sport 
The natiTe» sometimes endeavoar to shoot diem 
with their arrows, but this method of proemnng 
gmne is at all times Tery precarious and difficult; 
and two birds only have been thus killed during 
aev^ral years past. Deer and antelopes also 
abound near the city; but they are timid and 
shy, and rarely, if ever, caught by the inhabitants. 
The fish, with which the rivar abounds so plenti- 
iully, are eaten by all classes of people : they are 
tough, dry, and unsavory ; yet they form part of 
the daily food of the inhabitants, who appear ex- 
ceeding fond of them. 

The H^iussa language is understood by the ge* 
nerality of the natives of Borgoo, both young and 
old, almost as well as their mother-tongue, and it 
Is spoken by the majority of them with consider- 
able fluency. The government of the country is 
^despotic ; but this unlimited power, which is 
Tested in the monarch, is almost invariably exei^ 
eised with lenity and forbearance. All private 
cKsputes are settled by the king, and he punishes 
Brisdemeanours just as his inclination may lead 
Iiim. It was reported that the queen ruled her 
husband, and influenced his conduct in all nwU 
ters; but the affair of the buttons shows the 
itUBOur to be ill-founded. The king^s address 
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is superior ; and his whole demeanour, in our 
presence, though mild and unassuming, dis- 
plays a good deal of natural dignity. He sent 
us a fine turkey this morning, which was acknow- 
ledged on our part by a couple of Guinea-fowl 
and two brace of partridges, which my brother 
had shot. 

In the afternoon, the king came to see us, fol- 
lowed by a man with ta book under his arm, which 
was said to have been picked up in the Niger 
after the loss of our countryman. It was en- 
veloped in a large cotton cloth, and our hearts 
beat high with expectation as the man was slowly 
unfolding it, for by its size we guessed it to be 
Mr. Park's journal ; but our disappointment and 
chagrin were great, when, on opening the book, 
we discovered it to be an old nautical publication of 
the last century. The title page was missing, but its 
contents were chiefly tables of logarithms. It was 
a thick royal quarto, which led us to conjecture 
that it was a journal ; between the leaves we found 
a few loose papers of very little consequence in- 
deed ; one of them contained two or three observar 
tions on the height of the water in the Gambia ; 
one was a tailor's bill on a Mr. Anderson ; and 
another was addressed to Mr. Mungo Park, and 
contained an invitation to dinner, — the following 
is a copy of it : — 

' Mr. and Mrs. Watson would be happy to have 
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* the pleasure of Mr. Park's company at dinner on 

* Tuesday next, at half-past five o'clock. 

* An answer is requested. 

* Strand, 9th Nov. 1804.' 

The king, as well as the owner of the book, 
looked as greatly mortified as ourselves, when they 
were told that the one produced was not that of 
which we were in quest, because the reward pro- 
mised would not of course be obtained. As soon 
as our curiosity had been fully satisfied, the papers 
were carefully collected and placed again between 
the leaves, and the book as carefully folded in its 
envelope as before, and taken away by its owner, 
who values it as much as a household god. Thus 
all our hopes of obtaining Mr. Park's journal or 
papers, in this city, are entirely defeated. The in- 
quiry, on our part, has not been prosecuted without 
much trouble and anxiety, and some little per- 
sonal sacrifices likewise, which, had they been 
ten times as great, we would gladly have made 
whilst a single hope remained of their being 
effectual. 

* Tuesday, June 22c?. — When Captain Clapper- 
ton was at Wowow on the former expedition, 
Paskoe purchased a slave of the widow Zuma to 
be his wife, but for some reason or other the bar- 
gain was not completed, and the woman remained 
withher mistress. A part of the purchase-money only 



14 FASKOS AND HIS SLAYS. [Okiip. VZIi. 

was given back to Paakoe, and lie wafi obliged 
to quit the town with hia master without having 
had an opportunity of recovering the remainder. 
The widow's late change of residence from Wo* 
wow to Booss^ seemed to offer a fair chance for 
Bai^oe to obtain his money, and he accordingly 
made an early application for it; but though she 
acknowledged the debt, she refused payment ob 
the ground that, as the prince of Wowow had 
forcibly obtained possession of the girl in question^ 
he had no right whatever to the money. Paskoe, 
unwilling to lose so large a sum, then laid the 
matter before the king of Boossk, for his de» 
cision; and, in consequence, the widow has under- 
gone two or three examinations, without producioj^ 
any good whatever. The monarch has declared 
that lie sees the justice of his demand, but as 
the woman obstinately refuses to pay the debt^ 
he cannot think of forcing .her to do so against 
her inclination. Faskoe subsequently o£S&red the 
whole of the money which the widow owed hizB 
to the king, provided the latter couM obtain it. 
But this was altogether repugnant to the mo- 
narch's notions of right and wrong. He reiiliedy 
* The widow came here to me alone, and m 
dktress, to claim my {nrotection, which I grat&ted 
her wiftout hesitation ; it would therefcve ill b^ 
come me to break my faith, and turn my back 
cm an object so utteiiy defenceless and impro* 
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teded, by exaisting from her tbe meiiey of another 
for my omR use, in the recovery of which I h«d 
previoiisly refused .to inleifiNce. I eannot break 
my word-— I cannot grant you your requeBt.' 

It is mnuaing to discover the ahifta to which 
the people of Boossli and other places have 
resorted, in the hope of obtaming a little pre- 
aent of some sort from us. The day after our 
arrival here, a man, who represented himseU* as 
brother to the King of Nouffie, sent us a large 
bowl of dried fish and (mions ; and another indi- 
vidual has sold his only tobe, for the purpose 
of obtaining a little mon^ to purchase some 
iftum, which is a fermented li<jpior extracted from 
the palm tree and the bamboo, and which he is 
about to psesent to us. llie former <^ these pro- 
aents was rejected, because such kmd of things 
liad become, by their frequency, so serious an in- 
cofiivemeBce, that we have determined to accept 
of nothing for the future in the shape of a gift, ex- 
€^ from 4he chiefe and governors themselves. Yet 
we have repented of our.resolution in this instance, 
having been informed yesterday that the pre- 
tended brother of the King of Nouffie was not 
long ago taken prisoner by the Fal&tahs, and his 
c&ly son with him, and that they were both sold 
by them to a company of H&ussa merchants ; that 
the fatter had redeemed himself from slavery by 
liis own exertioiis, and that he had had recourse 
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to the above expedient of sending us a quantity of 
dried fish and onions, in the expectation of ob- 
taining a little money from us towards emancir 
pating his son. The. poor man went away quite 
crest-fallen and unhappy at the ill success of his 
project, and quitted the city immediately after, to 
visit his enslaved son, who is at Koolfii, so that 
when we were made acquainted with the circum* 
stance it was too late to relieve him, and we very 
much regretted it. 

Our hostess is an agreeable and good-natured 
woman, but she is excessively vain of her person; 
so much so indeed, that she employs several hours 
in the day in dressing her hair, which hangs down 
below the face in three plaited queues^ one of 
them from the forehead, and one from each side of 
the head; after which she affixes ornaments on 
different parts of her body, stains her lips and 
teeth a shining red colour with hennah (a spe- 
cies of myrtle) ; and when all this is done she 
admhres herself in a broken looking-glass which 
we have given her. This is the most whimsical 
and diverting part of the ceremony: she ap- 
proaches the glass and retreats from it again, 
smiles when she fancies that she looks pretty ; and 
distorts her features and throws her body into all 
manner of comical attitudes, to ascertain which 
is the most engaging. Although only a drummer's 
wife, our hostess is considered as a person of 
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Tespectability* for her husband's situation is one 
of the most important in the kingdom; and all 
the more respectable females of Borgoo adorn 
their persons in much the same manner as she 
does, and have an almost equal share of afifec* 
tation and vanity. The men sometimes stain their 
Hps and teeth, and finger and toe-nails, like their 
wives ; but this custom is by no means general 
among them. The King and Queen of Boossll 
disregard it altogether. 

We brought three horses with us to Cgobly 
from Jenna; two of them. have died from fatigue,, 
and the third is in so miserable a state, that he 
can be of jjo further service to us. The king paid 
us a visit this afternoon, and informed us that 
everything will be in readiness for our departure 
to-morrow. On this occasion he presented us- 
with an excellent and handsome . horse, which iw 
the more acceptable, as we . have only one, which 
we fortunately purchased a few days ago from 
the Governor of Coobly. The monarch strongly 
enjoined us to accept of no provisions, particu- 
larly milk and honey, fh>m any person whatever,, 
excepting the governors of towns through which 
we may pass^ for he was apprehensive that poison 
would be mixed with them. He did not ex- 
plain to us on what grounds he entertained his 
suspicion, but left us to form our own conjectures 
on his unexpected advice. If we are not mis- 

VOL. II. c 
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taken, the king warned Caplain CJappcrtoa of a 
similar dangvr* 

During the whole course of osr joumey we 
have nowhere experienoed greater kaadness, at* 
tention, and ho^itality, tiian from the amiahte 
mler of this place, and his no less amiable com^ 
panion, and we shall hara occasion to remember 
thdtT' eivilitj to us as long as we live. 

Sinee we have been here tlie king has givesi tn 
a horse, bullock, sheep, and turkey,. which w«n 
all very raluable, while oior present to him is con- 
siderably less than that which the Kmg of Ki-* 
fima receiTed* 

Wednesday^ June 23nL— Lai^ night Boosai 
was visited by a tornado, vdiiofa did a little mis* 
chief to the town* At an early hour in the 
morning the lomg and queoi paid us a fare- 
well visit, when the former again cautioned ut 
to beware of poison. We then expressed <hic 
aoknowledgmentsr to both for all their furoursf 
and an hour or two after they had taken their 
^epartare, we rode out of the city, aoeompanied by 
two horsemen as an eseort,r and.a fioot-measenger 
to the Svdtan of Yiu)orije. N<Kt far from dift 
walls of Boossli we. came to a spot wh«re the 
hefds of the King and Midikie were grazing: 
finer cattle can nowfaere be seen/; they are. under 
the care of Fal4tah slaves, because the nakivea da 
not understand their management.. From henoi^ 
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we joumiei along^e hnAM of the Viiger, at an 
ewy pace, owing^ to die hollows in the paA, and 
^o hours aflerwaarel» entered a pleasant Ihtie 
Wfldled town, tdXLed Kagvgie^ where we were de«> 
aired to halt till to*morrow. The town is peopled 
uokHif by the Kiag of Bonssli^s slares; and 
is distant, in a northerly direction, from the caphad 
about eight or nine miles* We have been sent 
lather by land, beeaioe a canoe ooidd not be pad^ 
died up the river without tiie greatest difficidtj 
and danger, on account of the roek»« The inhabi- 
tants of Kagc^ie appear to enjoy an easy kind of 
life. The chief part of their time is employed in 
Imsbandry, ishing, and taking care of the king's 
hones ; and' though but in^fferently clad, they aft* 
aeem well fed, contented, and comfertable. 

In the afternoon a young woman presented her^ 
aelf with a few loose kares of ^Thomson's Sea- 
sons,* which we had thrown away at Booss^k. 
She bad been despatched purposely by the king* 
lier master, who imagined that they were valuable 
to us, and that we had overlooked them in the 
Imrry of departure. 

Even here, in this insignificant and sequestered 
place, the Arabic language is professed to be 
taught in schools, and boys are put under the tui* 
tion of men. Who can only teach them a few very 
short Mohammedan prayers, and who do not 
themselves understand a single Arabic character. 

g2 
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Our nights were spent most unpleasantly at 
B008S&, by reason of the swarms of mosquitoes 
and black ants which infested our dwelling, 
and whose sting is keener than a needle's point ; 
the latter insect, in particular, is a great nuisance, 
and we are told that there is not a town on the 
banks of the Niger that is free j&om either. 

Thursday y June. 2Ath. — Though the governor 
pf Kagogie had been made acquainted with our 
intentions no less than three days before our arri- 
val, yet no canoe had been got ready for our use ; 
and this morning, when we expected to embark, 
the ' King of the Canoe,' as the person who has the 
care of it is ridiculously styled, informed us witli 
the utmost unconcern that it was out of repair, 
and that it would not be fit for our reception for 
some hours at least. This intelligence was very 
.disagreeable and provoking, for we were so anxious 
to embark on the Niger, that the shortest delay was 
painful to us. Besides the appearance of the 
morning foretold a hot day, and as we had 
neither awning nor umbrellas to screen us from 
the burning sun, this circumstance tended to 
increase our uneasiness. The natives have no 
forethought, and imagine that all men value time 
as little as themselves ; everything is deferred till 
the very last moment, and they look up into one's 
face with wonder when they see one anywise 
impatient 



Ohap.VIIZ.] THE NIGER. 21 

In the course of the forenoon we repaired to the 
side of the river, which is about twenty or thirty 
paces from the town, for the purpose of endea- 
vouring to encourage and hurry the workmen in 
their labour about the canoe. Promises and 
threats were employed to eifect this object, but 
the men would neither be coaxed nor intimidated, 
' — ^they. would not overwork themselves, thty said, 
for all the riches in our'possession; so that we 
were obliged to leave them, and exercise otdr 
patience. The branch of the Niger which flows 
by Kagogie is about a mile in width ; but it is ren- 
dered so shallow by large sand-banks that, except 
in one very narrow place, a child might wade 
across it without difficulty., Mr. Park chose a 
deeper and safer branch, tliough it led to the 
same dangers. 

Our horses were conveyed across from here to 
the opposite side of the river, from whence they 
will be taken to Ykoorie by land, because the 
canoes of the natives would be too frail a con- 
veyance for them. These canoes are of great 
length, but the workmanship employed in making 
and fashioning them is exceedingly rude and care- 
less. Owing perhaps to the want of proper trees 
of sufficient magnitude, tliey are made of two 
blocks of wood, which are sewn together by a 
thick cord, under which a quantity of straw is 
placed, both inside and out, to prevent the admis* 



flion of water; but ^the vhole is altageAer so 
dumsily exeeirted, tiiat every CKnoe in &e oomitiT^ 
18 always leaky. 

About miiMay die WDikin«n fasring ^lodml 
wmx caaoe, l^e luggage was presently put into it, 
juid betnreen twdre and o&e we «mbaiked wn& 
ma people, and were lawiclied oat into tbe rirexi 
Ihe dicectkn of tfan biarack was neady east, wad 
west; aad we p r oc ee d ed mme dnteKce down the 
atveam lor tiie pnrpoBe of ^^stting iato As mam 
branch of the Niger, where idwxe is deeper wata;. 
!Fhis oDject was ao<m aittahikU and we foaad it 
flowing from north to south, Aroa^ a rich arai 
charming eountry, whMi seemed to impnyve in 
appeaxanee the fiirther we advanced. We woe 
■piopdled at a good rate up adiannd, idiich, finm 
half a mile in breadth, gradually wido^ to ra&er 
•better than a mile. Beantifai, apveading, and 
vpsry trees adorned the eoanlry im eadi side of 
^ rlirer, like a park; com, nearly npe, waved 
over Uie water% edge ; Jaige, open villagBS i^ 
'peared every half^onr ; and herds of spotted 
cat^ were observed grazing and enjoying the 
eool of the idiade. The s^peoxanoeof the rivat, 
.foot sevesal miles, was no leasenehantmg than its 
^borders ; it was as smooth as a lake ; caaioes^ 
laden widi ttheep and gtyats, weve paddied by 
women down its almost impere^tible current; 
awaUows, and a variely of aq^tic bkds, were 
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i^oitiiig oRrar its gtefty suriiMe, which was c»rQ&- 
neated by a maaiber of pretty littk iakads. 

Tlie heat of &e weatker dittiesaed us greatly; 
tiQ the «pp»«h of e^aing, w]»a Inge ^uui. 
JMiiita sad shalhiwiB-eiigi^edaur atteatiun. A little 
sfier ^gfaty V. M^ we lajHied fMi.the eastern bank of 
Ae liver, not hx from a^iaail vitk^e, wheie we 
fixed our tentoD a plolof risbg €Dtn,a]id» baving 
WKoAmg'ta «at, went^nipperkaiW lost. 

B'idtfsr, JTune 2dil^^ — ^!Bie bumM; rematkable ob« 
jeet wkteh we Jaw on rising this moraiQg, was a 
nigg«d and lunaiitic xmge of ihiUs, appearing 
to tke eastward of our eBcampntftnt : it is called 
^mgopdsk^ fbom a country of th« -tame nsune in 
wfaidi the hilb are sttnated, and whifih was for* 
jDedysn independantkmg^om, bat is now* become 
a province of YtHOorie. At a Bttle before sev^, 
A. Jf., oor canoe was pushed o£f the sandy beach 
mi vh»h it bad been secured last ev^iiog, and 
propeOsd down a very nazrow channel, between^ a 
lai^ sand-^bank and the shore. This eondacted 
m inio tin mam branch of the Niger, and w« 
again admired its deligiitfid and magniBeent ap- 



We bad proceeded only a few hundred yards 
vdienthe river gradually widmied to two miles» 
SBid continued so as fxr as the eye cooid reach. 
It looked vesy much like an artificial canal ; the 
banks having the appeaxance of a dwacf wall. 
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with vegetation beyond. In most places the wateic 
was extremely shallow, but in others it was deep 
enough to float a frigate. During the first two 
hours of the day, the scenery was as interesting 
and picturesque as can be imagined. The banka 
Were literally covered with hamlets and villages ; 
fine trees, bending under the weight of their dark 
and impenetrable foliage, everywhere relieved the 
eye from the glare of the sun's rays, and, contrasted 
with the lively verdure of the little hills and plains, 
produced the most pleasing effect. Afterwards, 
however, there was a decided change ; the banks, 
which before consisted of dark earth, clay, or sand, 
were now composed of black rugged rocks ; large 
Sand-banks and islands were scattered in the river, 
which diverted it into a variety of little channels, 
and effectually destroyed its appearance. 

About elevisn o'clock, dark clouds from the west 
foretold an approaching storm ; and our boatmen 
used their utmost exertions in endeavouring to 
reach a village, or some place of security, before 
it should burst upon us ; but in this hope we were 
disappointed, for in a very few minutes it blew a 
hurricane, accompanied by thunder and lightning 
of the most awful description, and the rain fell in 
torrents. It became, besides, so dark, that no- 
thing could be clearly distinguished at the distance 
of only a few yards. We were wetted to the skin 
in a moment; and our canoe was in danger of 
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Binking as we came abreast of a little fishing vil- 
lage, on an island, close to the water's edge. We 
jumped on shore as soon as possible, and ran, 
without shoes or hats, into the first hut we came to 
for protection from the storm. Here our unlooked 
for intrusion frightened away a poor woman, who 
rushed out of the hut as we entered it ; but we 
commenced throwing off our dripping clothes, and 
displacing a pot of fish which was stewing over a 
few expiring embers, heaped up all the dry wood 
we could find. Not till then did we discover that 
OUT situation was little better than it had been in 
the canoe ; the hut had two large open doorways 
opposite each other, through which the wind 
swept the rain, and filled it with pools of water. 
This was too much for us, and sallying out imme- 
diately, half-dressed, we hurried towards a hut 
which we perceived at a short distance ; but this 
was no better than that which we had left, — all 
seemed alike; and rushing back again through 
the pelting rain, we regained our deserted hut, 
and resigned ourselves to all its inconveniences. 
Our people shortly afterwards came up to us, quite 
benumbed with cold and wet ; and, notwithstand- 
ing their distress and our own comfortless condi- 
tion, we could not forbear laughing at their comical 
and ragged appearance. Meantime the hostess and 
her husband, with several of the other villagers, 
summoned up resolution enough to visit us; and 



by way of « peMd*oSexnig» Aey hraagl^miL theat 
fife-WMdftiidftraa«llqiiantitj of i^visiODS. Tbia 
enAbkd us to kiadk two kij^e files ia the faut» 
wiiich, aa the aloim was aJbatiag, aooa dned iq^ 
the water; but we weie snaYoidably oUiged to lie 
down in daaap doUies. My brother aad I «at up^ 
darkig the beat part of the night, for we found it 
impoaaihki to atoef)^ not oniy on aaoount of myriada 
of moaqpiitoest hat the ^pooaaiag and finoriag of 
BftN^ the batkiog and yowling <^ dog% an incea* 
laat dnunBUBg at an adjac^t village, and th» 
atajTtliBgzoar of a lion* which was prowling about 
our quarten nearly the whole of the night. 

Saiurda^t June 2Qtk% — ^The .tempest of yestes» 
day was aueoeeded by a aool eveniag, and ajo^ 
nwrkably clear night In the morning, on kaviag^ 
the vilk^B^e, we were followed to the beach by a 
few of its inhabitants, and when the canoe v^m. 
pushed oiF at aeven o'clock, they chewed ua 
loudly. These people 9X^ haimless and ^ood- 
natuied, but dirfy in their persons and singular isr 
their manners. Ilieir language is different fnun 
that spoken at Boosaiu Most of the villages am, 
the islands, as fax as Yjtoorie, U is said, are inha* 
bited by the same race of peo^e, and they afi» 
also scattered on the banks of the over. The 
women daob their hair with red clay,hut they ace^ 
too poor to purchase many personal onuunentat 
and theman me none whatever. They appear t» 
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lave the secanriee of life in dfauBdiiDce ; ikef 
ave paitnd to agnealta^, and cijdtvrate Uage por* 
ticRu of laad with eotn, noe, and onieiM ; beaidea 
wfaidi iriiiiig is earned on hj Aitm on an «xteiK 
v?e Bcaffe, and nnntlwra of die men ^ thxee daya^ 
journey up tbe Niger tocsldi;fiah. Most (rf':Uieur 
kote aae euppozted on day ^iUars, whiek are woiw 
derfidly small; or on stone slalw not more tfaaa 
an indbin tfalekaeas. The ffdk of the huts axe 
only two or three incfaes in thickness ; bill theso 
have no large dooKwi^s IMce that which weoceu- 
pied; and instead of them, they are furnished wilii 
a small single apertine near the roof, to whicb 
their ownen axe obliged to dimb; and even then 
they cannot enter wi&ont great exertion. These 
knts approadi neaser to the shape of a common 
English oTen i&an anything else we have ever 
«een. Sitnated be^een £oms& and Ykoorie, the 
inhabitants of most of the islands speak the Ian* 
guage of those conmtxies, b«t they have also one 
of thOT ovm, which nobody but diemselYesundev- 
«tand: a smattering' of the HlMissa tongue, which 
fliey have attained, is ^only method of oommu- 
nicatian which n adc^ted in their tsading trane* 
actions. 

We had paesed the island wbeieon we slept loil 
night but a few minotos, aad had just -entertd into 
tiie main river, when we came to a spot where k 
i^reads again iBto-l>naadies, and each chaaMsel waa 
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literally filled with dangerous rocks, sand-banks, 
and low islands covered with tall rank grass. The 
appearance of them was extremely disheartening. 
We were conducted up the main branch of the 
river, but were soon obliged to land with our 
people in order to lighten the canoe, which, after 
a deal of exertion, was lifted over a ridge of rocks 
into deeper water. During the greater part of the 
morning, indeed, our canoe was continually strik* 
ing against concealed rocks, or running on hidden 
sand-banks, but sustained no apparent damage by 
the concussion ; the only inconvenience we expe- 
rienced from it was the fatiguing one of being 
obliged to get out and in whenever it was found 
necessary. It therefore afforded us much pleasure 
to be landed, about two o'clock in the afternoon, on 
the left bank of the river, for we were heartily 
tired of our moming^s work, and felt highly gra- 
tified that it was over. 

At a short distance from the water's edge the 
country was thickly studded with clusters of huts, 
which all together are called the village of Sooloo ; 
and we took up our quarters in a large one, which 
is nearest the landing-place. The inhabitants re- 
semble very much the islanders already spoken of; 
they cultivate much land and catch vast quanti- 
ties of fish ; but though they live well, they are 
clothed very indifferently. The only ornaments 
they wear are made of the back-bone of a certain 
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species of fish, which are tied round the loins and 
other parts of the hody. Besides com, &c. the in- 
habitants also grow immense quantities of onions, 
and they have large store-houses full of these, 
ready to be exported to different parts of the con* 
tinent. The price of an onion here is two cowries ; 
at Katunga forty, and at Bad&gry they fetch so 
high a price as a hundred cowries each. 

We were treated this afternoon with much hos- 
pitality by them, and they did all in their power 
to render our short stay as agreeable as possible. 

Sunday^ June 27th. — Both of us awoke this 
morning rather unwell, which was most likely 
occasioned by our exposure to the tempest of 
Friday. The old chief of the village accom- 
panied us to the water's edge when we quitted 
our hut for the purpose of embarking, and en- 
joined the ' King of the Canoe' to be particularly 
careful of his charge. ' Careful T answered the 
man; ' to be sure I will; do I not know that 
white men are more precious than a boat-load of 
^ggSf ^^^ require as much care to be taken of 
them V We entreated the same man a short time 
afterwards to be more active and diligent in the 
management of his canoe, for he was rather in- 
clined to be lazy, and suffered every one to go 
before ours ; but he replied gravely, ' Kings do 
not travel so fast as common men ; I must convey 
you along as slowly as possible.' 
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We had heard so unfiKrouraUe sb aocomt of 
llie state of Ike met at one partieular jdaee whSnA 
we should hare to pass^ that our fmop^- wean 
eompeUed to disembark and wa& akmg tbt 
banks a considerable way till we had passed it^ 
when we took them in again. We found* die 
description to be in no wise eoLaggerated ; it pre^* 
fiented a most forbidding appearance, and ykldM 
only to the state of the Niger near Booasii in 
<£fficulty and danger. On onr arrival at this 
formidable place, we discovered a range of blade 
rocks nmning directly across the sUeean, and 
the water, finding only one narrow passage^ 
rushed through it with great impetuosity, ov«^ 
turning and ciurrying away everything in its 
course. Our boatmen, with the assistance of 
a number of Ihe natives, who planted them« 
aeivee on the rocks on each side of the only 
channel, and in the stream at liie stem of ^le 
canoe, lifted it by main force into smoodier and 
4safer water. T?ie last difficulty with respect to 
rocks and sand-banks was now overcome, and ia 
a very little time we came to the termination of aM 
the iskmdS) after which, it is said, there is not 
a single dangerous place up the Nig^r. The river 
liere preaentexl ite noblest appearance ; not a single 
Tock nor sand-bank was an3rwhere perceptible; 
its- borders resumed their b«tuty, and a strong, 
refreshing breeze, which had blown durmg the 
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vfaoie c€ tits nifflmmgf now gave It tiia*matio& of 
a sMgktty^-agkatcct sea la idie eonne of the 
ncHrniDg iPfr puseditwo lovcdy littk iska^, do&cd 
an yoffdure^ whieli* at a. short distance looked m 
•dumnhig as ^ faUed gardens of He8pem4 ^ 
^eed nospeton earth can excel them in beautjrof 
•iqpfiearance. I^eae nlands are inhabited by a 
fiw individnidK* 

About eleven a«ii. we knded at ike Ibot of 
a UtOe village on the ea«t ba«k of the rkmr, ^ere 
enr horeeB and men had amyed befoie ns^ Hen 
a littie milk wa« presented to ns by a Fattitah in 
the aenriee oi the sukan (^ Y&oene, and we 
leirted under a large tree an honr or two^ awnit* 
ing the arrival of carriers from the city of 
Yaoorie^ who had been sent f&r yesterday by 
4me of die Boossk messengers that had charge ^ 
^oar horses. These men arrived at the village 
between one and two o'clock in the afternoon, and 
we immediately mounted and rode onwards. 

The path was in a N.N.E. direction, and we 
travelled over a sterile country, which was gradually 
risiDg at every step, and abounded plentifully in 
game. The weather was oppressively warm, and 
we were obliged td refresh ourselves by halting 
occasionally and resting in the shade. The soil, 
which at first was so indiflFerent and barren, im- 
' proved greatly as we drew near Ykoorie; and 
i. immense patches of land, cultivated with a variety 
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of com» also with rice, indigo, cotton, &c., weie 
yidble on every side. Labourers were employed 
in these plantations, attended by a drummer, that 
they might be excited by the sound of his instru- 
ment to work well and briskly. On attaining the 
summit of a steep hill, we rode over a very narrow 
pathway, so much overhung by an impenetrable 
thorny shrub, that there was not room for more 
than one man to walk This led us to the wall 
of Ykoorie, and we entered the city through 
an amazingly strong passage, in which was an 
immense door covered with plates of iron, rudely 
fastened to the wood-work. We were almost ex* 
hausted with fatigue on our arrival, insomuch that 
we excused ourselves from visiting and paying 
our respects to the sultan, and we were conducted 
to a convenient habitation, which had been pre- 
pared for us. YiU)orie is about eight miles N.N.E. 
from the village at which we landed. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Remarks 'on the River — Intelligence of the fate of Mr. 
Park — His Gun obtained — ^Visit to the Sultan — ^Un« 
successful Application for Mr. Park's Papers — The Kingu 
dom and City of Tiloorie and its Natives — ^llie Sultai^s 
Son— Insorgents— TRie Sultan's Dangh tc r s M ischief of 
the Widow Zuma — ^Application of the Travelers to the 
King of Booss^ — Wars in Nouffie — ^Provinces of Hiussa 
-^Detention of the TrayeUers—Xhe Sultan of Yiloorie 
—His character — ^Farewell visit. 

With the exception of the dangerous rocks at 
Boossit, we are informed that, during our four 
days' passage up the river, we have passed all the 
most difficult places in it, neither rocks nor sand- 
banks, it is said, being either above Y&oorie, or be* 
low Boossk. We have said nothing of the course 
of the river, because it is pretty well understood 
that this city lies nearly due north of Booss& ; and 
also, that notwithstanding its windings and the 
number and variety of its channels, the Niger 
or'Quorra flows past Boossk in a single undi- 
vided channeL In its natural bed, when un- 
interrupted by rocks, and other impediments, 
the river runs at this time of the year at the 
rate of between one and two miles in an hour; 
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wlienever it is obstructed by them, however, the 
velocity of the current is considerably increased. 
Although during the dry season, no communica- 
tion or intercourse is nnjntraed by water be- 
tween Boossk, and the countries or states lower 
down the river, by reason of the dangerous rocks 
whidi have be^i already alluded to more than 
0iiee ; yet in the wet season, after the * Malca^ 
(or fomteen days' iaoessant nmi) hat set in^ when 
all the li ver s whidi are dry dning the remainder 
of the year, pour tiieir overplus into the * Great 
Father of Waters,^ as the Niger is emphatically 
styled, then canoes, it is said, pass to and fro, 
between Ykoorie, Nouffie, Boossk, and Funda. 
It is immediately after the * Malca/ also, that the 
Niger, by the dJepth and velocity of its current, 
sweeps off the rank grass which springs up an- 
nually on its borders. Every rock and every 
low island is then coiu^letely covered, and may 
be passed ever iu canoes without difficulty, or 
even apprelKSsion of danger. The enterpnsing 
Mr. Park must have had a thousand difficulties 
to overcome in hb voyage down the Niger. 
It was about this time of the year that he arrived 
at Y^ioorie, and the river, it is said, was then 
about the same height as it is at present. Hie 
canoe-men, who in all probability were his slaves, 
were said to be chained to the canoe, in order 
to prevent their running away; his 'pilot was 



nMeyHMnted wilh Aa Kurep any fatthery aad 
ihet^oat be leeeiTed lus wa^^ hece ia Ykoorie^ 
sold setarfied to Ms <mu country; and Mr. Fade, 
iritJi a €<MB{iamotty and. three wJatc boys, coTy- 
tBHied tlieur joiuaiey down the Niger without 
any person whatever to point out the sa&srt 
chaimel, or wans them of thek danger. When 
the aceident happened at Boosaik by which they 
lost their ]m% it k said they pinfened being 
dwwiied toaroid as ihtf ioMgined a meIedread^ 
&1 death. 

Many years ago^ a laige boat arnnned at 
Y^ooiie on a trading voyage horn Timhuctoo. 
Having dii^posed of their merchandise, the boat^ 
men retinsMd to their eonntiy by land, becaoie 
they asserted that the csertion of woihing their 
Tossel back so gsest a diatonee against the stream, 
was too much fer them, and therefore they le& it 
bdnnd at Yk>one. 

Momdojf^June 2^ik, — TUnk movning we wero 
vittted by die dbsef of the Airabs of this dly, who 
(if such a title can be nsod with propriety) ia 
Prime Miliister to the Sultan. He is a very oM 
ma^ as d^ as a native; and was dcessed in the 
costume of his countrymen, which is very he- 
eoming. His beaid was kmg; and as whke as 
snow, and a singidac %atk o£ hair which was 
directiy under die low«r lip, did not look much 
mdike the tail of n white mousa Though 'tooth- 
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les^ the old man was yet very communicatiTe and 
intelligent, and among other things he informed 
us that Mr. Park did not visit the city of Yiioor]e» 
but remained in his canoe at the village where we 
landed yesterday, and despatched a messenger in 
his stead to the sultan^ with a suitable present. 
This Arab had been sent by the sultan to the 
village with presents in return^ and by his descrip* 
tion of Mr. Park's dress, he must have worn th^ 
laced tobe that we received of the King of Booss^ 
and which may account for the facility with which 
we obtained it, as well as the reluctance of the 
king to enter into an explanation of the manner 
in which his ancestor had got possession of it. 
'Mr. Park is stated to have been drowned in this 
isame dress. The Arab informed us, that he had 
in his possession a cutlass and a double-barrelled 
gun, which was part of Mr. Park's present to the 
sultan. We expressed a wish to look at these 
weapons, and they were immediately sent for. The 
gun was very excellent, and handsomely mounted ; 
and we offered our own fowling-piece in exchange 
for it, which was cheerfully agreed to, but not till 
after the sultan's consent had in the first place 
been obtained. 

Not long after the old Arab had taken his leave 
of us, several of his country-people of much fairer 
complexions, came to pay their respects; and 
among them was a young man named AU^ who 
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$myed in this city yesteiday, in ten days fioin 
Soccatoo, havii^g stopped to trade on the road. 

The journey from hence to the city of Soccatooy 
when no stoj^ge is made on the road, may easily 
be accomplished in five days only ; and this is the 
regular time the natives take to go Uiere. Koolfii 
is two days' journey from Ykoorie. He repre« 
aented himself as one of the Arabs that accom* 
panied Major Denham, Captain Clapperton, and 
their party over the desert from Ma/urztik, in 
Fezzan, to Bomou. 

Last night the sultan sent us a bullock, a fine 
large sheep of a peculiar species, the handsomest 
We ever saw ; a great quantity of milk, and several 
hundred weight of rice ; and this- evening we jre- 
Ceived a large tuiicey and a bowl of rice from the 
chief of the Arabs. 

' Tutsday^ June 29ik. — ^This evening, by desire, 
we went to pay our respects to the sultan. We 
toon arrived at the palace, which is a very large 
building, or rather a group of buildings inclosed 
by a high wall; and dismounting, we were pre- 
sently conducted through a low avenue formed by 
pillars, which was as dark as a subterraneous pas- 
sage. This led to a large square yard, which we 
entered and found it to communicate with- the 
sultan's apartments by the number of domestics 
that were hurrying about. Several people were 
sitting on the ground, but we were obliged to 



flkMKl « loMg isne, imamg wiich a prnfonnil 
Bilenoe w|i« pfenrreA, and jk> otte was polke 
emmgik to cika ut a nat ia ak oa. At kogth 
we Beamed a Bitiamaai la adiFaaee, and weca 
iaihrfMlanfd into aaotiHEv iwuai^ very imifli se* 
■embfing a deaa baorymi^ Heve we duteevered 
tke Mdtaa Bittiog atoae ia llie -venire of ike squaret 
aft a }ilua piece of carpeftiag, with a pillav oat 
eaeb ttde ^af Um, aaod a aeat biaaa fmx in froBl» 
His appearance was boA only mean, but id>0oliifely 
squalid and dirty. He is a b]g*lieeded, ooipuleafc 
and joUy^ookiag laaa, ^rdl stcioken ia years; 
aadthou^tketeiBjanietking harsh aadiiHrbiddiag 
ia hie onaitaBaaoe, yet he waa geaerally anfliag 
daring the eeafennQe. Hie oonvenation aoaa* 
aMDcedtn&e aauai eOTppBiaeiBtaiy way ; and Agn 
our object in visiting Ykoorie waa bcidiy and !»• 
dbactly hinted at. When wa asktd hiia whether 
he did aot send a letter to Ae late Captain Cli^ 
parlen idiile that officer waa at Koolfu, in which ^ 
had aiarmed thai he had certain books and papera 
ia.his poaseaaioa which beloaged to Mr. Park, ha 
appeaead vary much eoa&aed. After thinking 
and heaitaling a gaodwfailc; he answered with an 
affeeted laugh, ^ How do yoa thhsk Ihat I oould 
have tiie honka af a peraon that waa loat at 
Boeaah?' and tUawas aU Jk aaid an the aub|ect» 
He auhatipM?ntly wished to know the xeason that 
Capkaia Cllappeiton refitted to nait him when ha 
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•gamoi Ifcini^i^ 4ke «>HBtr)r{ tail mmt iiiyof i»Hy 
vhy, jAht bis-4Bttlh» I bad not mU bin that HMurk 

«f raflpect cm My xeten te the e«ia4 fittB SoeMtoOte 
My wtffy t9 Uk «m» Ifaaft i had tieeik told hft wa« 
tiie gMHtoat aMmaidi k die 0009117, ^^ dtfielM 
I aheiM kave fell eskaMed to iMve visitod Un 
«kk tbe tBflfa^fKsealifUek ] bad tQ oiei» es bQ 
■lightcoBiiderlfcMiiBaiibtohkdigni^* JLix^wm 

heamg tfaisy and be abatpfy v^oiaed^ that be w«i 
pexibedj «eU acyMdatfd wikblbeBatoreaBd ?abi9 
of the presents which had been made t» tbe variMt 
diKfaibadvkited; btfkdnlif I badaothuigto 
offer bim, k wmaBi^ dm^^ add shauld hanre beai» 
Bj first care, to haTe paid mf xeqpecta to bim ^ 
TboQxie. H«e Ibe ooBfevaatioa «aa abnipiix 
ewLed; the tnkaft was moie tfaaa balf iBcUtted to 
be anqnr ^"^ w » and we weie not St aU BOJoy to 
be leoiM^duBted to tbe qpctt ak. 

Wedmtdap, lum dM4.— Tbb MMNBiiBg I oav- 
ned tbe totearfa preseat to btoi ; but it waa veiy 
coldly zeeeived* I stated, that by leasoa of tbei 
seUkdmesa and bad faitk ef the «bief at the ae% 
aide, and tbe kagtb of tbe jeianey from thenee* 
1km pr aat nts we bad bioiigbft &cm Si^^laad wem 
nearly dl expeaded ; iWKwauoh that we tead it, 
would be impossible to leaeb Bosbou witbaut vck 
cemag mt addirieaal suppfy of goods, which in 
ear pnaent iitiiation we bad B» o|ipait«nity of ob- 
taieiey : eMfttbat tbia bebig the case, we had ae 
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odier resource left but to get to die salt water^ 
when our wants would be promptly supplied. I 
observed that gdng down the rirer in a canoe 
would be the easiest and best means of effecting 
this object, to which the sultan replied that the 
price of a canoe would be a hundred dollars ; but 
he was told that we had not property enough to 
purehase one. The road overland to Fonda, by 
way of Koolfu or Guaiie, was then mentioned, and 
the sultan jHTomised to send us thither in two or 
three days. Here the conversation ended, and I 
took my leave. 

The young Arab from Soccatoo visited us again 
to-day, and presented us with dried dates which he 
had brought from Feausan, and a quantity of trona* 
Ali is a handsome and intelligent young man, and 
is extremely (^nand communicative. But all 
his good qualities are cast in the shade by a mean 
and rapacious habit of begging, which he displays 
in common with his countrymen who reside here, 
and which has disgusted and displeased us more, 
than once. He tells us that he is on his way ta 
A16rie in Yarriba with goods and horses for sale ; 
but he is suspected to be a spy sent by Bello to 
examine the fortifications, and ascertain the state 
of public feeling in the city, with intelligence of 
which he is to return to him. 

Thursday, July lit — ^Yesterday notiiing oc- 
curred worthy of observation, nor has anytiiing 
taken place to-day which requires more tiian a 
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pKBsing remark. Hie sultan sent tu ten old 
guns to cfean and repur this morning ; we are 
unable to execute the latter part of his commands, 
bat fortunately the mulatto who accompanied us 
from Badkgry is fully competent to the task, and 
in such cases always acts in our stead. The sultan 
sent for Paskoe two hours afterwards, and desired 
him to ask us for medicine to cure sore eyes, and 
eomplaints in the bowels. We are pestered with 
such applications as these all .day long. Paskoe 
embraced the opportunity of making inquiries of 
the sultan concerning the lost papers of Mr. Park» 
as we had desired him ; but he shook his head, 
and would say nothing about the matter,- and im« 
mediately shifted the conversation to another sub- 
ject This prince assumes more consequence than 
any chief or monarch that we have yet seen ; he 
never receives a visit but he exacts from the visi* 
ter the most humiliating forms of address; and 
even when the Arabs themselves obtain an audi- 
ence, they are obliged to deliver what they have to 
say to him on their knees. Perhaps he expected a 
similar servile position from us, for such his coun* 
tenance seemed to indicate, but whatever might 
have been his expectation, we had no notion of 
demeaning ourselves so grossly in his. presence. 
Since our arrival in this city, my brother and. I 
have been very seriously indisposed, as might be 
expected* for the air is humid and unwholesome. 
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Wkig imfnegiMled witk all inai»er <if noxiois 
«Au¥i% £mi Ibe^wttipf aalvrfe of die aoii at daa 
oeaMMa tif dia year^ and dv Baadwrof kige pools 

anpave waieE wiikiii i6xiBt fl[iare of ieaa ai ertty 
favCer «f tike tamoL 

JMdoir, Jil^ M. — It k rafera ufartuua itefoc 
Ba, IfaiU aa iuMmeiMe a (jBaalaty of iMedlsea mm 
ftit i 'iku t L i i t Ifaoag^ tlM» oooatrf b^^elast miasioa; 
Ae laa riMt here m even atnr csonopfet^ over* 
afeockfid witk Hbaa^ so tkal we fiad it ^fficult tm 
diqiaae of o«s for a qaaiter of ^eir vaiaer ia 
Yamha and ebevbeie, it was a geseral practke 
nidi ua to paf^ tibe carrieia of our luggage wi& 
Beedka oalf, but hese ve are endeavouring Is 
diqme sf tkom k ofderto piirdnse pro?i»cntt 
iear osr peofpk. WekNmgktw^iKK&omBtigUaid 
nearlf a Jbvndiad dicMHRind seedies of various 
tkea, and amoogsl ihc&i was a grest quantity of 
* Whtteds^ idiarpsy' wanantcd * si^erfine, and 
not to ent k tke eye!* I^ob iugldy xeeosasended, 
are ima^sed tiiat tibeae oeediea moit kave been 
tasedkakmidtd; but wkit was ioaar lorptke some 
tisw ago, wbea « Bundicr of livoa wbicb we bad 
dkpoaed oi^ was letumed to us widi a coaBfdaail 
that thej were all «3f elew, tbus ledBeiniiig widi s 
wpgeance tbe pledge of Ibe m a «ri a c tnrer» tkA 
Aej * woaU not cut k llie eye.* Od aa exasn- 
nation afterwards, w« iooiid tbe same kult with the 
annakder of tbe ^ WUtechapel sharps/ BS that to 



Chap, iri TAtxamL. 41 

«nFe our eveifit we ha^e been ekK^ed to liaoir 
diem awi^* Oar bat, wad alaB>it ooly xeBOVEce^ 
has been in Ae bmUiI bsttons uttorhfrt to mm. 
Engluh do&es» Theie, wfaen pdiithed brigkll]^ 
look well and iayo eomjkHdj waa the people 
of all rsoAmy from Ae wiftaa to &e elave, «ilM» 
fteelj offer three or foor inmdve^ oowriee eadi 
for tbofle with siher gftt, aad double tka* son 
for one wkh gold gilt; whereas, for a good 
iooking-gtass we can only ofctaiB Aree Innidiedl 
cowries* Otur clothes are Beariy all strippoi of 
Hieir buttons; and we now place our dq»eodeiioe 
for fotiae snp^iort principidij' on a quanti^ of 
Ihrery and soldSefs' bukto&s, whiok aio, howofor, 
rather daSi and dirty, and wiB retfwre many hoon^ 
hboor heiote Aty attain any degiee of brigkliieaB* 
Sunday^ Julf Ath. — Yesterday was banai of 
incident of any kind. To-day I visited tho 
odtan to make a last apj^ieation for Mr. Park's 
papers. He would gm no deeisife aaswer; baft 
m the course of the day, he said he would teU the 
chief of the Arabs everything relative to then^ 
aad would sesd him to us with the infoonadon. 
Acoordmfj^y, in tiie aAemoon, the ckl man cmbb 
at coaannnded; hot iaotead of d d ifering the ex- 
pected ^^ na r Mm ii M ^ ^iff^j Ii0 Said tfaat WB should ccv* 
tainiy inspect the hoeka .to-mevow; and in the 
BMan tiaw^ die aultaa weuU thank us tmfA \mm 
some guapewderyaad whatever red cMi we might 
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have left. This refinement in begging, or in other 
words, this mean rapaciousness on the part of die 
sultan, was never more apparent than in this in- 
stance. He had previously requested us. to sell 
him a quantity of beads, &c., to which he expressed 
a wish that we should affix our own price. We did 
so ; but on applying for payment, he has uniformly 
returned for answer, that we had asked too 
large a sum for those articles. Notwithstand- 
ing this, we gave the Arab the powder and red 
doth which he had requested in the name of his 
master, with a message that the sultan was at 
liberty to give whatever he thought proper for 
them. Instead, however, of returning us the 
moQey, he has kept the goods without making the 
slightest acknowledgment; and sent an eunuch 
in the evening to beg a few needles, which of 
course it would be impolitic to refuse. 

Monday^ July bth. — It has rained very heavily 
all day, insomuch that on our parts we could not 
visit the sultan, nor could a messenger come from 
him to us. 

Tuesday f July 6th. — ^This forenoon we sent 
Padsoe with & message to the sultan, that we earn- 
estly wished to receive a final and decisive answer 
with regard to the restoration of Mr. Park's papers, 
which we declared to have been the sole object of 
our visiting him, and that it was our desire to quit 
Y2u)orie immediately. This bold, and to us un- 



Chap* ixi MB. VAXtCs PiLFERS. 45 

ttfloal languagie, seemecl' to have surprised and 
starred the sultan^ and he instantly despatched the 
old Arab to infonn ub« that * he declared to G^-— d, 
in the most solemn mannier, that he had never 
had m his possession, nor seen, any books or 
papers of the white travellers that perished at 
Booask.' The Arab likewise assured us that we 
were at liberty to proceed on our journey when* 
ever we should think proper. Thus, notwith* 
standing all the false hopes which the sultan 
artfully held out to us, that Mr. Park's papers were 
actually in Ids possession, his letter to Captain 
Clapperton, which expressly stated this to be the 
case, and the pitiful shuffling which he has dis* 
played to keep us so long in suspense with respect 
to any true information, it appear^ then, without 
doubt, that he has not, and never has had, a single 
book or paper in the English language. His only 
motive for the dastardly conduct he has displayed, 
could have been ndther more nor less than the 
hope of getting us into his power by misrepre* 
sentation and falsehood, in order to obtain some 
of the European articles which we had in our 
possession. That the sultan has succeeded so 
well with us has not been our fault entirely ; but 
even now he is by no means satisfied, nor is it 
likely that he will be whilst we remain with him. 
It is a satisfaction at least for us to know that the 
long-sought papers are at preset no where in 
existence. 
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fiounfiiiiBg^ fmd vrrIb^ Iori^IoiiU' ft w boondBd 
on Ifie eafll hj Hirassa, on iSie' wwt iy Bo^na^ 
on the nortk by C^btie, «ad oa the foodi Irf dn 
longdom of NcwS^. The cumvil is bercditar^ 
«nd tlie g^verameiM an absokic deBfWtim. Tbe 
former sudbni w»s dejpofled by faia Bidbjects f^r bis 
Tioiknt Baeftsores aad genexsi bad conduct; and 
tiie preeem mkr, wlio cracceeded bun, lias reigned 
tor the leng period of tktfty-nine yeara* 13be 
atdtan kas a strong military itftotr wbicb has nio- 
oesefbUy repelled, it is said, ^le repeated attadha 
urbieh tlie ever-restless Falktabs ix a namber of 
years past made on ifae city and kingdom of 
¥^»orie; it is now empbyed in aremole psovinise 
in fn^in^ a risii^ insiirreetuin, oocasioned pardy 
Irem tke inability of the nativaes to pay their ac* 
cnitomed tiMyole, and paxtly finm tbe hanh msea^ 
anres adopted by Hie mdtan tocoinpel tliem to do 
WK Hie city of Yioorie is of pso^ioas exteai^ 
and is snpposei to be as populous as ai^ other m 
the wbc4e eoBtinent, or at feast that part of it 
wbidi is mited by tte tradrng- Arabs. &s wail k 
kigb and very exoeifent, tbougit made of day 
akine, and may be betyreen twenty and thirty miks 
an cisnatf and it has ei^t xaat c»tsaaiee-^tes or 
doors, wkieh are wall ioati&td after the mann^ of 
tbeoonntry. The inhabitants mnim&etnBe a vesy 
eoane and infegeior sort of gmnponvdisry wbadi^ 
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SKfadorj of tbe kmi in dtt part of tbe 
besMes wlttdi Aey »abd ?cry seat saMei, coorirf 
doth, te.; andt^87ginw^»(yga,lob«De9soDKni^ 
wlieaJtyfiiiddiSereBlldwdsof g«a»; andfaMt^mi^ 
tkteBfifridey^f sapenor^pJOilU^^. Tiie i&kaiNilMit 
i»¥e Iftewise botBe», biiiiooks, goals, te*. In* 
notwithstanding their industry and the admrtagcs 
whidi thef enjoy, lliey sie ^ety poorly dad, have 
Mtllo racoMy, and ne perpetwilly canplaiBiiig' of 
their had eondilion. An ind^fent narkct is belt 
in die dftyda% under «omnioi^&3«w sheds, iniviikih 
die above artidea are offeied fer sde. 

Use better sort of women, ev those tint cat 
alfevd tame and money for iktc purpose^ w«artteir 
hur pbted jvry m^enioiisly, and d j«d hhie willi 
indi^ ; Aehr hps me likewise stainod ydlow and 
U«e, wUeh giv^ 4he9B an inex prs s sih ly odd ap» 
pearanee; and their eyes are hiadraned with 
powdered antimony, or somel^iog of the sane 
naiture and properties^ whkh is impertedl ftee* m 
place oaHed J^teoba* This is m general ose, aet 
enlyheve, bet in enmy other place wiidi weheve 
Tisked. 

Tlievse of hemeh n as fenerai at Yiieede ae 
elsewhere ; the more epdent females make sse 
tyf lliis most beaatlM %e in pr4>fusion : they 
mB|dy apply Ae poended leeftss of thiepleBAie 
the teeth, uid to the inger and tee anb ^ for the 
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latter it is made into a kind of poultioe^ iaiid iiiAe 
eTening is put on diose parts, and lemains titi 
next morning. The poorer sort of females, how- 
ever, ftotti necessity, we suppose, rather than from 
intimation, make use of neither of these oma« 
ments to enhance their natural charms ; and, save 
tattooing, they have no personal embellishments 
whatever. 

The sultan's residence, as well as the liouses of 
many of the principals inhabitants of the city, are 
two stories in height, having thick and clumsy 
stairs of clay leading to the upper apartments, 
which are tather lofty ; and, together with rooms 
on the ground-floor, have door- ways sufficiently 
large to enable a person to enter them without 
puttmg himself to the inconvenience of stoojHng. 
The principal part of the houses are built in the 
circular or coozie fashion, but the inhabitants have 
a few square ones ; and the sultan's are of 90 
regular form whatevei:« It may be considered 
somewhat smgular that the generality of the 
ni^ves of western and centf;^!, and, we believe, 
also of northern Afidca, ^ moisten the floors of 
their huto and the inside of their walls with a 
solution of cow*dung and water, two or three 
times a day, or as often as they can find the 
materials.' ^ Though disagreeable to the smell 
of an European, this keeps the interior of a dwel- 
ling as cool as it is dark.' We should have 
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tiiovght that Dr. Johnson, from whom this quota- 
tion is taken, was speaking of the native dwellings 
of this part of the world, instead of those of the 
East Indies, so exacUy does he describe thf^. 

Between the clusters or assemblages of huts in 
Y^orie there is a considerable quantity of fertile 
land, which' is left for cattle to graze on, or for 
the purposes of husbandry and agriculture. 

There is a great variety of trees within the 
walls of the city, consisting of the lime, the palm, 
the mi-cadania, and the date; but the latter, 
though it appears very luxuriant, never was known 
to bear fruit. The palm tree adorns the banka 
of the Niger, and increases in quantity the further 
we advance up the river ; yet that variety of it 
which bears the cocoa-nut is nowhere to be seen, 
owing, most likely, to the distance from the sea. 
For a reason, already given in a preceding part 
of this Journal, no proper estimation can be 
formed of the number of inhabitants which Yk- 
ooiie contains, but it is surprisingly great. 

Thurtday and Friday^ July Sth and 9/^— 
During hoih these days we have been honoured 
with long visits from the sultan's daughters, eldest 
son, and sister ; the faces of the former are fami- 
liar, because they come to see us every day. The 
old Arab also visited us on Thursda;y morning, to 
pay his respects, according to his custom ; but 
when he entered the apartment and discovered the 
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heir •fywwtm uMWtiwiiiuu fifth «g» he memtd 
giu f pi i tc d and d rop i ewitd » wad iww i nHi i irl yerfcwi 
ike yom^ man to q«it the jqHOrtnienfc vrith lam 
fiuite, whidi nvs iiMtantly cb^ed hjr the prkieey 
Withoul a S3rfi«ble of ooBiplamt or dbappohetion 
at tins pevemptoTf oommand. We adbsequeDiLy 
desired an explanation of inch arbitrary oondiiet 
on the part of the Arah» and he infimned ns, 
in answer, Hist it wa$ done In order to pteTent 
the young man from eoHcitiBg ne for poisoa, 
which he m^t employ in ifae deatnietion of htt 
father^s Mfe, — eo euej^cioiiB are the eoreieigna of 
tins country oi the intenticme of even Iheir owh 
ditldren. 

Hie snkan has sent to inform os that he wBl be 
oeenpied three daje in wrifog to the kmg of £ng* 
land an expfcmallon of his odndiict with respect 
to Mr. Faih*e papers; and he would therefore 
Aank as to remain in Yhoorie till the exjMaraticHi 
of that period. 

A fataMe^ which left this dty for Koolfo this 
(Friday) morning, had oiders from fbe sidtan to 
return while ^y were on their journey; andthej 
accordingly re-entered Yhoorie in the aftemoen. 
It is reported that the ringleader of the ineargenta 
hi Engarski^ the province in whidi the enstomuy 
tribute was refused to he paid, left the rebels a 
short thne ago to fight for themsdves, and fled to 
the kingdom of Nouffie. On his arrival he besoug^ 
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tk» Mi^ia to Maiti Mm tgibMi th« toUieni of 
YtooTWw aid an co e tdad to finr« dvi ttftitlrtufft 
wi yipwimwi nuE vj tud cioixmiB lottgi mm m 
aooB aftAunewi had rcMbfid IiMankiy Ibe wok* 
teH's wokBen mil dcKitod their portiiy and ra^ 
taned to hm withaul dehj« Bolh thoM days tba 
nen hsve been eateiB^ die city; and they have 
hnm^inih them oniybetiroeB forty aod fifty 
alvrea. Thk k the reaaom that the fMhkie weie 
atop p ed on their way to KooUa; and in all proba* 
bHitf, if the »ew8 be tme, it will likewise alfeoC 
cmr journey thither. 

Tkm evening the waa-dnan was somdled outside 
liie sohan'a house; tiie noise of which is not 
peoaiiariy kntd or dissonant, and is a niiich asore 
cimlhed kind of somid than tiie startfing war-cry 
of the peopie of Yarriba and Borgoo. The suhui 
lias just sent word that he wishes to aee us to* 
morrow morning oonceming the price ot ^e red 
doth which he recently purchased of us; and at 
the same time he desires to see a specimen of 
each kind of batton in om posse^Mten, b^aose 
he has a great inclination to purehase a ^^uantity, 
or tho whole of them, for the use of hims^ mid 
fimnly. By the man that brought t» tins mes* 
81^9 he aent vs, for Ae first time^ a number of 
goora nniB, aSeging, as an exenae for not offering 
«s any before* tiiat he did not imapne that Chris* 
tians liked them. 

E 2 
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Saturday, July iOIA.-^Hone-80lcKen are ccm- 
tinuing to arrive by one and two at a tiine< from 
Engarski, and the dead body of one of their cap- 
tains has likewise been brought into the city. This 
individual came by his death in raAer a myste* 
lious nuinner« insomuch, that the public opinion is 
divided on the subject; some saying that he fell 
by an arrow, and others asserting with equal confi* 
dence that he was poisoned by his wife, whov after 
the consummation of her ciime, fled to the em- 
braces of an Arab who had been her lover before 
her marriage with the deceased. 

During the war, which has continued these four 
months, the loss on the part of Y^oorie has been 
aboiU a half-dozen men killed, and. the slaughter 
on the part of the rebds, it is said, has been no less. 
This sanguinary contest is a specimen of their 
warfare, so that there will never be any- great 
danger of depopulation from foreign wars or do- 
mestic broils. 

The sultan has been shut up in his house all 
day, and will not be spoken to, owing to the ill* 
success of the Engarski expedition ; but though 
this circumstance is publicly known, the inhabi- 
tants of the city have shown no inclination to 
mourn with their sovereign ; on the contrary, they 
have been employed in making a * berka' (blessing) 
for the safe return of the warriors, and feasting, 
rejoicing, and merriment were fr^ly indulged in. 
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this eveomg, in consequence. In the midst of 
their jollity, however, the people were thrown into 
confiwton hy a romour, that the ^ clashing of arms ' 
was heard in Koolfu/ or in other words, that pre* 
paialions were making in that city for a great war; 
that FalMahs and Noaffie men were assemhling 
fliers from all quarters ; and that they were on the 
eve of making a fierce attack either on Wowow or 
the metropolis of Engarski; but which of these 
cities is to be devoted to destruction no one can 
tell. . Groupes of people are expressmg their 
hopes and fears in whispers, in every part of the 
city. 

Sunday, July 11^— -Having been sent for, 
I visited die sultan to-day with a piece of red cloth, 
two ^ pair of scissors, a quantity of buttons, and 
a canister of powder* When introduced, I found 
him cheerful and merry, and his good humour 
continued diroughout our interview. He ob* 
served, that the war which was just terminated 
had cost him a great deal of money, so that he 
regretted his inability to pay so large a sum for 
the articles as I had demanded. At length, after 
a little dvil contention on both sides, a bargain 
was made, by the sultan's agreeing to give 
twei^-five thousand cowries for the powder, scis- 
sors, and red cloth, and two hundred cowries for 
every /i<^ button that we have, which he prefen 
to the larger ones. Four hundred were asked ; 
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lut fts tliese itUe h«lloiis mp^ the 
80ft, ftiid ha?^ be6ii betide# micii inm^ I «■■ 
not k>ng Imitate m aeeisdiiig to Ms Umo. Ib 
s^usioii to om de p artu r e , the wAiB dbatv^ed, 
tlmt tlie path was dangcfitms, hut when tWohata- 
des should be removed, wiaeh woM ioahdeaa be 
In a few days, and wliett his letter loliM> monaicil 
«f England should be wrftten, we mS%H qait Ae 
dty without firrAer dehiy, fer wMdiiHll^gsiice I 
tiianked kfm siid took my lea^. 

The sfdtan sent tis a large ostridi a ^tgf or 4wo 
ago, talook at, and subBeqiienlly oiered to gvfe 
it to us, but as this immense bird would re^om 
two or three ineftte take eaxe of hindttdtt road 
Komewar^ we dedlned te lake Mm, and eonli 
only diaak flie saltaii fcr Ma ataadMl Mad- 



Mftmdofj Jmfy IMb.— Netfiiag of eomeqneaea 
&aB oeeurred to*4ay in Ae eitf . Tlia gseater part 
4if ^ noian^ w«8 iemployed M ofeaniag «ad 
pothMng tke buttona promised to the aaltai, wlw 
had sent Ibr them before they weie finshedL 
IVo or diFse of Ms danghlers me &o daiy 
Tisttors, and tiiey trMe a good deal of tlnir tane 
away in o«r compaaf. They sometees bmg 
w^ l&ecn a pleasaat l aU i xi e B tiitg liqpor ei^ed 
* booea' (a Mad of beer)^ wfaidi tiiey oifor ib 
to dtihlc; bat they c oaAiifa to gat tipsy wiA 
it tiitems^s. These ladies are oaeaaioaally ao 



ImuUsMBier ilm we act^bli^ed to ftighltii tfaeai 
ffviy witk our flatek. 

Ttfoiiay, Jk^f l^^-^Tke < greal war/ for 
uladfcdicceiws caad to iHwie Weasudi nigfaiy 
fmpma^dtBloB bk Noaffie,. nd wkidi caaaed so 
nmi^conilcnatiMi ui liik taby an eveniitg er two 
mgo^ ham terii i iw i tr < i is the daptore of a herd of 
tkB kiiig of Wowmf's kilkxdu near the watti 
of hk tow^ Hie pkndorett, it k aaid, wei» 
incatadi to vodeiidko t&k fMredakny exeurakxiii 
ly tiie repraentalioBs of thai wkkcd and tucba* 
loQit woman^ widow Zwms^ tkiongh the afowy of 
ker MD, wlio^ iiQce lik ek^nent firom Wowow, 
Ims been xed^g in aoine part o£ Noeffie* The 
vriflbw imagined tha(t the was not sale in^Booaah, 
«fier thk nudkiotts act, and ahe \dk that city and 
fled to a town in the province of Engarski. Bat 
Ae governor leteed hear his pvotee&m, and sent 
kerbeckagaisloBooisk with an escort; and die 
Ungy in all proWMii^, wil either delnrcr her into 
At hmd» of the mmandi of Woiww, in which 
MBe ahe wtt lose her head, or he wiii hanre her 
eereiel J pnudwd at B o o w4, 

The sidCMn told ea te*day m phon and dedsire 
tenne^ thnt he ca» anad m neither hy way of 
XooUgi nor GaArie, beeauae the Faliitaha, he 
aiiiBii8yaaBikhothtfaoeepiacaB. He wiahesthow^ 
eeer, to be eapeeaaly wnderaleod» thet it ia from 
mo dkinclinaiioB.on hk past to aeocl ua to either 
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of those places, bat tbat his gieal regard fof 
us will not permit him to lead us into danger. 
Now we know very well that the Falktahs have 
neither the upper hand at Koolfii nor Guarie. 
The natives of the latter state in particular, not 
long since cut off the heads of aU the FaUitahs 
that could be found in their country, and from 
that time diey have enjoyed the most perfect 
independence. The sultan of Y&oorie said for** 
ther, that the best thmg he could do was to send us 
back again to Bbossa, and from thence he was sure 
we might have liberty to go any where. The mo- 
ment we found that this was his intuition, we re* 
turned to our house, and having formed our reso- 
lution, we instantly dispatohed.one of our men 
with a message to the king of Boossk, to the fol* 
lowing effect : 

* That finding our presents insufficient to de> 
fray our expenses on the road to Guarie and Bor» 
nou, we were under, the necessity of returning 
to the salt-water, to obtain more. That ^he chief 
of Bad&gry, who is governor of that part of the 
coast, at which we had landed, had treated us so ve^y 
ill, while we were with him, that he would detain 
us in hb town for the remainder of our lives, if 
we were to return by the way we had come, and 
by so doing that we should be unable to avoid 
foiling into his power. Besides which, the jour- 
ney thither is so long, that we should experience 
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die same, or even greater inconvenience, than 
if we were to proceed to Bomon through Cat* 
ehe^ah, Under these circumstances, we were 
extremely desirous of travelling to the salt-water 
by a shorter and safer route, and would therefore 
prefer going by Funda^ as the easiest and like- 
liest means of accomplishing that end. But as 
we had heard that the road to that kingdom by 
land is infested with Falktahs, who live by plun- 
der and violence, we should feel infinitely obliged 
to him (the king of Boossk), if he could either 
sell or lend us a canoe to proceed thither by water ; 
and if so, tliat we would remunerate him to the 
utmost of our ability.' 

We sent away the messenger this morning on 
his errand, and shall await his return with con- 
siderable anxiety. If an unfavourable answer be 
returned, we are resolved, instead of proceeding to 
Boossk, to proceed on to Guarie, and thence to 
Funda, as we originally intended, whatever may 
be the consequence. 

fVedneidayy July \Mh. — ^We were favoured 
with visits this morning firom several respectable 
females, the wives and daughters of a number of 
distinguished chiefs, whom they had accompanied 
to the late war. The inhabitants of this, place, as 
well as of many other towns, are of opinion that it 
is in our power to cure every disorder under the 
aun. Applications are daily made to us for me- 
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£eiiie toeofe m^wietf of confinnts; jod hmw 
than one BunrriMI hdj &a» bees imraling «i t* 
tfanore the eaine^lMHreinieiB fran Aem* Odicr 
reqoefls, e^imlly bm ii wb «id eqaafiy abaiiid, li»ve 
teennuKle, widiirkidi of ooiRie IK is wlraHy out 
of our power to comply; Ibnl the aippiietnte do 
Bbt veadify b^ere oor assertioiis, nor can we 
iadftoe or compel them to hmm our bouse til 
BOinetlni^ m llife shape of medieiiie ins been 
^ifCR thesi. 

IHurNfoif, «r«fy ldl^.«*-FaBitalify it isaid^ have 
pffiaged and bmnit Ike elty of EbgankH and talmi 
Koollu, so Aat Htm road to Booas^ is also for tiie 
present denied us. These 'eietten. 19) aad puUeis 
down of kmgs/ for s<mieieasRMiK aio offended with 
Ae Magi8» llie pieseiil incHunch of Nsoffir, aaui 
hare deierminedto appo&it his elier Itoodber, tiie 
exied Ederesa, as roler in his steads Sc^end 
tevohidons kave dh«ady taken piaee in Noatfie, 
thmagh liie imtramentality of these amhitioiia 
Falktahs, which have all temiAajled m liheeo»> 
Ihsion of Ae greater part of that distncidl coaatry, 
and to fte adTuicemeBt «f liieir deadliest £m% 
who have now gained a footing io Ike landu 

We have been lepeatedly infoffmed tiiat Ederet 
eaeeeeded Ms father in Hie govemnent of Noaffie». 
wad was adnowledgad tiieir k^lnmle nonaecii 
by flie whole nataon. A lebettion. h o w a oor » 
headed by the Magla, (Bderesa's yoa^ger hvo- 
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iher,} fcroice evt BbmlJfirfler lisaeoeBmi; »m1 
to aki his amixikms deaigin upon the Mbertieft of 
tte people^ the fomer made « journey to See* 
catoo, to VBqoest the aaaiB l aac e of BcHo. This 
w3y CTief eag^eifjr sensed so finr sb oppoftuMty of 
promoting die ntercsts of Ids coiuMryy hj med* 
effing^ with Ae domes^ policy of die gofonaaneBt 
of Nouffie ; he had wisdom enoogfa to foresee d» 
adrantages which would in all prsbal^ty aecrae 
to him, by granting Ae Magla hu revest, and 
taking him under his profeetioR ; aaid he inme* 
£atelj leinferced the rebds hj a ehetee body of 
BoMieTB. Thn first ciiil war was not of long eon* 
linuance ; Sderesa^i armj was defeated by Ae 
mercenary troops and Aeir adherents ; dtt whole 
country was soon orerruii and wAjugaled by 
these sokBers ; Ederesa was obfiged to flee from 
his donnmons, and the Magia goremed NouiSe 
in his stead. The cUef benefits resulting to 
Bello fifom Ae success of Ae rebels, were a half* 
yeaariy tribute which Ae Magla agreed to pay 
hhn, in slares, and handsome tobes of native ma- 
nuiiBu;ture ; and what was of more consequence, he 
gained a footing for hb people in a flourishhig 
and beautiful kingdom, which may be styled the 
granary of AIb part of Ae conAient 

The fVfcliiah soldiers remained m Nouffie to de- 
fend and support Ae interests of the new king ; but 
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the oountry did not loBg enjoy peace and tnm- 
quiUity, for the foreigners observing their in- 
fluence and numbers conuderably augmentingi 
found occasion to quarrel with the Magia, which 
which was the occasion of another civil war. 
Turning from him whom they had elevated to the 
throne, they recalled Ederesa, and succeeded, afkr 
an ineffectual resistance on the part of his brother, 
in restoring him to the dignity, of which they 
themselves had so eagerly stripped him only a 
short time before. Ederesa subsequently formed 
the patriotic and laudable resolution of expelling 
these dangerous and intriguing strangers from his 
dominions ; for he was convinced that his country 
would never be at peace whilst they were suflfered 
to remain in it No sooner, however, did he set 
about putting this project into execution, than his 
watchful brother raised a party in opposition to it, 
and the FalMahs of course flew to fab assistance. 
The fruit of this combination was the total defeat of 
the king's party, and the re-institution of the Magia 
into his former usurped rights. Meantime the Fa- 
Uitahsincreasedfastin Nouffie, they inhabited towns 
which they had not built, and subsisted by the labour 
of others. The head of their party was a couun 
of Bello, named Mallam Dendo, who resided on 
the banks of the Niger, in a lai^e city of hb own, 
which is called Rabba* He and the MagIa 
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divided Ae sovereignty of the kingdom between 
them till very recently, and remained at peace 
with each other; but now, they say, there has 
been a third quarrel, and the Falktahs have taken 
possession of Koolfii, till Ederesa shall have been 
made acquainted with the revolution in hia favour. 
The Magia.is too helpless and insignificant to 
offer the slightest . resistance to this intended 
change in his estate, and is living in retirement at 
a town about a day and a halfs journey from 
KoolftL These domestic broils have been very 
prejudicial to the. interests of Nouffie, and the 
people greatly . lament their misfortunes. The 
FaUitahs are the only gainers by them ; they are 
now in actual possession of more than half of the 
kingdom, and have enslaved a very large por- 
tion of its industrious population. . Some of the 
finest and most opulent of their towns have been 

, sacked and destroyed, and others tliey have taken 
for themselves. In this distracted state of affairs, 
Noufiie, whose inhabitants, it is everywhere ac- 
knowledged, are the most ingenious and indus* 
trious in all these parts, is fast falling to decay, 
and is become a prey to all manner of abuses, 
and to every species of crime. 

Friday^ July 16^.— Although the Falktahs 
have been so successful in Nouffie, and are gra* 
dually spreading themselves throughout the coun-» 

t tries composing Western Africa, so as to be near 
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die sefty vipkete k 10 ike grertl ob^eei of dwb a^ 
tkm to gety ikej bare witbui Ihie yesror tvo bo^ 
fend mmy defeefti^ and ImI mdi gMNokl m 
Hiui88a» widdi k the scene of thw fint operalioB8» 
and tiief are iflcely to lose mudi more. Hie fisi* 
lowing are the names of the kmgdoms orstataa 
wkich baa the cooBiry called Hanssa. Wkh the 
excepdon of Koit>nkora and XPonite, they wmo 
afi cowpiered by Danfodid shortly after his fiiat 
appearance with the Falitahs ; but tiiose marked 
vdUi an asteask have regained their independence 
since hk deceaae. That marioed with an F. k nov 
in the oecnpatkoi of the conqnerors ; ased thoae 
vMk F. and H. partly belong to dieFaitohaaBi 
partly to Ae original nattvea. Catsfaeenah waa 
the head or principal state, and all the others used 
to pay a smaU tribute to its soveieign. 

1. Cafsheenab; F. H. 5. Kano, F. 

2. Cubbie, • 6. Gober, * 

3. Gnarie, * 7. Kotankony HU&wm, 

4. ZvMfiBS, F.H, 8. Wonba^ MatiTM. 

Catsheenah, the capital of Hkussa, m tiie state 
or kingdom of Catsheenah, together with an in- 
significant town, are the only two places at pre- 
sent in the possession of the FahLtahs in that 
country. Soccatoo stands on Ae extreme borders 
of Cubbie, yet it is not considered as being in Aat 
province. 

The natives of Gnarie lately rose ai mn haneously. 



atti eat pff thdr of^eiBars to a aum, hokIim 
Bello yet been able to reroige tbeii loea. 

I^ukumeef and other ftowoa ci eoaaifkistioii in 
ZiiBifta, have wkUn these few months been ie> 
taken finoia the FaUtafas* Firoperly speaking, the 
province oIKano is in Hkussa ; but pievioiis to 
its conquest by the Fdhtshs, it had, fioin tinM» 
immeiMNaai, been tributary to Bomou, so that it 
is eonttdeied by many as belonging to that empire. 
The iahabitante of the city and state . of Gobcar, 
against which Bello was directing all his power at 
the pcariod of Captain Cla,fpestlon*B last visit to 
Soecato o, have successfully resisted every attack 
that has been made against them, and ue now 
enjoying tranquillity and indepradence. Don- 
eassk, who is the present king of Catsheenah, re* 
sides at a place called Maradie. 

Doncass^ is the hereditary prince of Hiuissa» 
and notwithstanding his former misfortunes and 
reverses, he is still very powerful, and his ^strength 
^aily increases. The Sheikh of Bomou assists 
him with men and horses; and his son is also with 
him, fighting against the common enemy. Don- 
casB^ it is said, can bring no less than forty thou* 
sand horsemen into the field at one time. Re- 
cently his military <qperatiotts have been attended 
With better success; and Bello, despairing of 
vanqiushittg him md of sulijttgating the whole of 
his oonntry, is turning hb thoughts to the con- 
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quest of Yanriba. His soldiers have alteady 
spread a panic tbrongli that kingdom, and fright- 
ened the timid natives out of two or three of their 
most important towns, and they will have very 
little difficulty in depriving them of the whole. It 
is said that after the rains the Falatah monarch 
will send a strong military force to complete the 
conquest of Yarriha, and that experienced cap- 
tains are already nominated to accompany the 
expedition. In the mean time Belio is at war 
with Bomou and some of the states of Hkussa; 
and many thousands of his men, fearing no 
law, and having no ostensible employment, are 
scattered over the whole face of the country. 
They commit all sorts of crimes ; they plunder^ 
they bum, they destroy, and even murder, and 
are not amenable to any earthly tribunal for their 
actions. 

The boasted good government of Bello does not 
extend beyond the precincts of Soccatoo. In 
other parts of his empire the civil department of 
his administration is most wretchedly conducted, 
and hence the predatory bands of Faldtahs which 
annually go forth to ravage the country.' 

Saturday^ July I7th. — The sultan's daughters 
are very numerous ; and in accordance with the 
usual custom of the country, we have been obliged 
to make them a present of a button, or a string of 
beads, or some such trifle. Many of these ladies 
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•re not very young, for they have passed the meri- 
dian of life ; hut notwithstanding their seniority, 
ihey have had bitter disputes and quarrels with 
their sisters for the fancied better place which the 
latter have in our good graces, and the conse* 
quent kinder treatment which they have expe- 
rienced «t our hands. A breach is thus made in 
the affections of the royal sisters towards each 
other, and it may be years before domestic har* 
mony is re-established among them. One or other 
of these females complains to us every day of 
having been engaged in wrangling or fighting 
with a sister, on the score of jealousy ; and we are 
obliged to muster all our patience and condole with 
Aem in their little misfortunes, without, however, 
having the ability to relieve them. The Arab, 
who appears to be the sultan's factotum, came to 
8ee us this morning, agreeably to his usual prac- 
tice ; and with joy sparkling in his countenance^ 
he informed us that his master had been inquiring 
for a canoe in which we may return to BoossiL. 
We wished to know when the sultan would be in- 
clined to give us permission to leave Ykoorie. 
< What,' said he, ^ is not the news I have told you 
sufficient for one day ? ' 
• The Arabs in this place (Yiioorie) and all those 
that have passed through the city since our arri- 
val in it, who have had no connexion whatever with 
each other, have assured us that the Niger flows from 
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a place called Muatr (queij Jlor), where silks 
aad other fine artsclea are UMuaufaetured^ and that 
the nativea of that eouatry trade to 'Hittbiictoo m 
large veasela^ carxyiaog thither their silka aod mat* 
fittfaetureA. 

We have neither been ahk to aacertain thck 
European name of Mmatr, nor its distance from 
Tknhuctoo; we ean cody learn that the space 
hetween the two cities ia very great indeed. 

In this, pert of Africa not the slightest jealouay 
exista in respect to the Niger or any other river, 
ior ibei people cheerfuUy answer every inquiry 
ccwcerning what they may haj^n to ketm of il» 

QCMKSe, &c» 

Sundai/^ July 18^ — Om man ha^ not ydfe 
returned from Boesak, aad nodiiai^ has takem 
place to-day worthy o£ obsenEatkm or renaxk* 
. M&mda^r July 19(Aw— The pxemuMS vhich wi» 
occupy axe situated at the ]»)ffthers end of thsK 
e)ty» aod are the property ol oae of the «dtaa'ft 
inacried daughters, who,, with her hsoaH^y, aceoq»- 
panied her hushaod to this late- war, atnd refmmei 
from thence cwdy a few daya ago. 

They form a httle circulaar endesure of hats> one* 
of which is two stories high ; and it hafr the eoaiie- 
nienee of th|;ee smaU yards, in which is good sta- 
bling iox the horses. From the dkbance of timei 
which ek^^sed alter the departure of the sukan'sr 
warlike dauf^tet to^ the period of o«r ariival ale 



Tkoom, Ae hofiBe» had Mlew hist te^ ie^ssgy^ $» 
tikat wketi we were mtrodiKied int^ them^ emer et 
ti^oi> oi tke roolb were eiithnlf waHthig^, and the 
iaiD, whkhi Ml daiiy, wae freefy aMhiHtled uito atli 
ike renmaicler for want cf repair, tkair wHIi twa 
stums alone being a« eseeptiom fW owe own 
eomfort, therefore, we look pcmeeseioiv o^ tte 
«pper room of thi8> kut, whick m a lonfg:, nonrow^ 
and gloomy apartmeni; hayaig a solid elay fhttr^ 
snd five or six smaR apertbvesv tike ^pg^fmAinA^ 
Ibr the purpose of admitting light and anc 

As we have been nnable, from tihe altOM^ c«o^ 
stant raon and the marshy nature of Ae sofl; of 
Yiworie, to walk abroad, thnr voem has beenv m a 
great^ measure^ our prisoRr fer we ha^ rar^ 
Marred out of it. During l^e first few day» and 
»ght8 after our arrival we weve pretty eomlbi^ 
i^e, and. every thing ciMisidcfred, we liked' om 
qw ff t er e toleiably well ; bat an envious wind ha;iriKg 
Mown a swarm of niee<|i»toe9 inio our apartnvmty 
we'have ever eabcebeen depsivred <i# i^ep ait mght; 
And as if tliia were not an evil sufiiteiently mamff* 
ing, we are likewise vmited; by nyrf ada of gimtiy 
eoekroaehes, M^aek smt», te* ; besniee a wumbef of 
iMs, wkieh ftitter even in our ftreee, and eause as 
ttuoh uneasiness. Otbev descripfiiwie of amimaia 
and insects intrude into* enr apartment in the n^fht 
seascmr which however do' not meleat usw Under 
^ pressure* of gprieiWReee^ my* brother and 1^ 

F 2 
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finding it impossible to sleep, either sit up or lie 
awake, and employ ourselves in doling away the 
long and wearisome hours of the night in chatting 
about indifferent matters, or in reading aloud, by 
lamp-light, some moral or religious work. Ad 
soon as the light or dawn of the morning pene* 
trates our dismal chamber, our tormentors cease 
to molest us, and we generally find this the most 
favourable time for procuring a little sleep. But 
then the whole world is awake and abroad; and 
human visitors, whose society is scarcely less 
tolerable than the visitation of our nightly com* 
panions, intrude their unwelcome persons on our 
sleeping moments, and compel us ip listen and 
answer to their vexatious nonsense. Deprived of 
our natural rest, the day is spent with scarcely 
more enjoyment than the night ;-*we are heavy, 
languid, peevish, and uncomfortable, and wholly 
unfit for exertion of any kind. The happy free- 
dom from such torture as this in Old England, 
can only be appreciated by those who have expe* 
rienced it ; even an hour of such relief now would 
be worth more than we could express. 

This forenoon our Booss^ messenger returned, 
and, to our unspeakable joy, informed us that the 
king had consented to procure for us a canoe, to 
proceed to Funda, provided the road by land could 
not be depended on. He candidly stated, how^ 
ever, his inability to protect our persons firom in« 
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suit and danger beyond hi» own territories ; and 
that we must solicit the good-will of the prince of 
Wowow and the other rulers on the banks of the 
Niger ; and further, that our own men alone must 
manage the canoe, because no one at Booss^ would 
be willing, for various reasons, to accompany us 
in this journey. We are therefore in a fair way of 
accomplishing the object of the expedition ; and 
though we are convinced that we shall be beset 
with dangers from the shore, yet we are in high 
spirits, and humbly hope that, by attending to the 
necessary precautions, we shall be able to over- 
come them. 

Tuesday^ July 20ih, — ^The news of the day is 
very agreeable to all ranks of the good people of 
this city. A body of Fal&tahs, amounting to 
about two hundred in number, which left Koolfu 
a few days since for the purpose of attacking 
Engarskiy or rather the remains of that body, re« 
turned yesterday morning to that town, having 
been completely unsuccessful in the object of their 
expedition, owing to the jealousy and apprehen* 
sion of the rebels. It appears, that whilst they 
were besieging an insignificant Cumbrie town in 
the above province, a contagious disease broke out 
among them, and reduced fifty of their number 
to a state of the greatest misery and helplessness. 
The remainder, becoming alarmed at this frightful 
disorder, fled with the utmost precipitation, and 
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h& Ijbeir fkk moA hs^fii eaixn^mmas to iSae 

«iiOiic^ £or as soon as Aef b^ane ^lequainieil witk 
|j»e idepantuxe ^ ihw beek^ra, « xttsabei: of ifiheBi 

vfttely cut oS the head» «>f tbiesk helpfees aad {nros* 
tcate |0Q«« and im^aediatdy ideftpatched iB^^eftee 
0i the bkody ^xpfeit to ibe aultaa of ¥^oodi& 
TJ»e road to Boofish if by tiuw meaxui oace mora 
declared 4o be j^pea, and «v« fbaU leave henoe as 
fiOQQ as we receive p^axiiatiioo. The fiuk«i bas cioi; 
^ paid the soon&y he owed U8« slox« sieee ilie 
sale of the buttons, &c., have we heaid a sangie 
•eDteooe about jtbe lUia^eiu Our Gowriee, ISasmse^ 
lureneadyesKiMBBded.; and fojr ilm JEatrtaaight fgtat 
vse have d^uded &hc suksiatence on.PA»koe'ft 
aiipce»9 lA footing. liaj^y^ Ouiaea-&wl, «if 
ibe spkoat deUcious flavoui;, aod lai^ dowea, 
aboujid here in aanagiftg mimbex^ ; and a iar^ 
ejkeoies oi wild ^duck, besides geese, cxaaes, wid* 
geona, heronat .aad other aqua^ fowl, are uioat 
pleoJtiful* 

Wed»esdc^9 Jul^ 2l«^.-7-Last zu|gh.t we wer^ 
visiied by ao a/wfid and tenib^ tc^nado, wbidbi 
lasted lor i;w4) or three hours. It oommeneeiii 
about niidfiijght with a gust af wind which 
threatened to overturn our dwdiing-house* Nevar 
aiiice we have be^ In the «auDtiy have we heard 
thunder so loud ^aad tremendous, nor seen lighfcr 
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isng so ^xeessmly ybM, Oar iml voeked as if it 
bad been diakea by mtt eaztliqvake, and we wem 
in momeutaopy apfaebcnMsieA of ita fidting ^h ns 
to the gnM»d ; tbe tenqpest however became less 
And less noieDt ia tiiemidbrt of our fears, and so<m 
after it odined atogcdKr, aad mu mii veiaal 6tiline«i 
prevailed. 

Owii^ to the wet weatlier «id the nKNst «Mbe 
of the atraosphi^re, most of oar frwiids the wdtan'a 
danghleni fav^e caught alight coMs, and they have 
been very irapo^taiiate to-day ia their entieatiea 
for madieine. We hardly knew what to gi?o them 
to ease thdr complaiiilB, and we hesitated a good 
deal about eoiaplyhig widt their wishes; but as 
they are not veiy delicate ladies, being cdoul 
fdthal, and mascidine as HeRmles, we at length 
resolved tori^ the consequences, and accordingly 
administered to each of th^n a poweifiil dose of 
jalap. 

The FaJitahs in Noc^e are thrown into the 
ntmost consternation by the reported dei^h of thei» 
chief and leader, Mallam Dendo, which is said to 
have taken place at Rabba two or three days ago. 
The deceased was much esteemed by Belk), and 
reverenced by his countrymen. A successor will 
be immediately appointed, to counteract any jfreeb 
distudmnce which may take place in the country. 

The sultan of this place pufts off our departure! 
from day to day, and from week to week, und^r a^ 
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variety of kionsensical excuses ; and we are ftr* 
Buaded that it is his intention to detain us here till 
he has drabed us of everything we have. 

Monday^ July 2^ih^ — ^For the last five days my 

brother has been laid up with intermittent fever^ 

V^hich totally disqualified him from mdiing the 

slightest exertion whatever till this morning. The 

sultan continuing, day after day, for so long a time 

to refuse his permission for us to quit Ykoorie, on 

grounds the most inconsistent and contradictory 

that can be imagined, we became rather appre* 

hensive that he would detain us for an indefinite 

period— much longer indeed than might suit our 

convenience : but to-day, to our surprise and plea- 

surei a messenger firom the king of Boossii arrived 

in this city to ascertain the reason of such unwar*^ 

rantable conduct on the part of the sultan, and to 

request our immediate release, so that it is 6Up«> 

posed we shall leave hence in a day or two at 

the latest One of tlie inducement urged by this 

monarch for our longer stay with him, is rathev 

whimsical. He has made us a present of a quaii-^ 

tity of worthless feathers, which he had caused 

to be plucked from the body of a live ostrich; 

and because he entertained an opinion that if 

others were added to them, they would altogether 

form a very acceptable present to our gracious 

sovereign, he informed us that it would be neces* 

sary we should wait till such time as the ostrich 
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should regain its plumage, in order for that part 
of its body which had not been previously plucked 
to undergo a simiUir operation ; for the weather, he 
asserted, was much too cold for the bird to lose 
all its feathers at one and the same time. And 
further, to encourage their growth, he would 
order that two thousand cowries worth of butter 
(about twelve pounds weight) should be diligently 
rubbed into the skin of the animal. This money 
has actually been deducted by the sultan, for this 
express purpose, from the sum which he was 
indebted to us, because he said he did not approve 
of paying for the butter from his own pocket. 

When a person entertams fear or suspicion of 
the intentions of another towards him, it very com- 
monly happens that every little thing which he 
might have heard unfavourable to the character, 
or prejudicial to the manners of the latter at any 
former period, rises fresh in his memory, though 
he might have taken no notice of it at the time, 
and leads to the establishment and confirmation of 
an opinion which had before been unsettled and 
wavering in his mind* This has been very nearly 
our casein regard to the sultan of Yl^oorie; and 
owing most likely to ill health, rather than any 
other cause, we had not only come to a conclur 
sioui before the arrival of the Booss^ ambassador^ 
that we were in * durance vile ' here, but had con* 
ceived a thousand ways and means of making our 
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4e(K^pe piifslely (rem Ike dty ! Tbe ^lent d«- 
tentkm of tlie «ix DatiemsR nessengers wiilnn ^le 
y/fa^% ef Ykoorie for a whole mx montlit, wrtfiont 
^any eause being sssigHed for it, has ahready been 
alluded to in C«pt«n Cl»ppefton*8 lafll narrative^ ; 
and maiiy eimiiar injurious actions on Ae part of 
the sukan have been related to t» by some of his 
CHim people. But he has been guSty of more 
treacherous and erindna} deeds than these both to 
natiye mereliants and to Arabs who have Tisited 
this city for the purposes of trade; and the fol« 
lowing story, if it be true, argues Tery unfavour- 
ably for the monareh'a sentimenls of feding, ho- 
tiesty, and justice : — 

An Arab, it is «aid, armed here many yeais 
ago with three eamel-loads of merchandise from 
Tiipofi, and aceor^ng to the custom of the coun- 
try he displayed them ali before the srdtan of 
Ylioorie. His admiration of them was very soon 
•raised, and be purchased tibe vi^iole of the Arab's 
goods on credit. Hie poor merchant made re*- 
peated and pressing applications for Ins money, 
but in vtdn; and month after month, and year 
after year passed away, wiAout his ever having 
received a &rthing, ^e sultan deceiving him vnth 
promises continually. The Arab became at length 
very uneasy at the sultanas prevarication, and ima* 
gined that he «hould never receive paym^it for 
his goods. He was therefore unable to exercise 



Jiis {ndbeaiamee any Jmger^ te umb aoBrixMBal 
4o ida a aa d of b» f^edifeor ^ leeitiMiBn iof Job 
pr^>erfy, iw ilie ^^x^mex^ of lot ikibt» Ahat Jie 
jsaght dofittrt iiiasi Jibe city jttd reftum 1» Ub 
haaa^^ .But ibe loovietoiifl sudUa pcali&acioarif 
ireftwed ibis xefueflk, sad wasA hm wmf wkk 
-aJMiae ; aad the Aiah ahi»1if a&er idled lof m 
took^a Ifteairt, or, aa aamy ^say:, of poiaoiu He 
€& hddaid Uunu hewever^ at Yaoorie* Ms leldeii; con, 
who jbad AQeompaaBied hk father Idubber fteiai Fea« 
j»D. 13iis p^GBoa theiKiltaii ddiwied nvidi psanaeeB 
sbuilar to tliose by wfaiek Us father had beea 
^eooiiFed; askd liie yous^ iaaa aWde In the city 
iBcverai 3iiears on ^ aiBtidiMitkm of hengalaie to 
pr^Mure the pi^p^y wfakii had devolved to fiaa 
4m 4Jbe Arab's deeease. He .abo died not hwng 
«go, and &e hoy's ancle {JSoJOssa, c£ £Qodlu>, 
wio vsa esDfdoyai by Cagotaia C lay yMton, isioow 
Ihe «xdy snnrivsag eieditoc* He has aeot serend 
iseoaeagets hece villi therievfif ha<nng die debt 
caaedied by tiie aukan'; Imt up to tixk day the 
snoaey has never beeo |mid, mx hsve the Arab's 
^caiaeia, nor any part of his pn^erty, haeai ne^ 
«to«d to his surrivmg r^aliwe. 

Daring <wr o^m shert stay, evna^ liaesutUm haa 
been guilty of several petty ^iisaees, aoeh aa de^ 
^raudlug mdiriduais of SBiall aoms, asMi ^e fike ; 
and one poor fidloiR, bekmging to a fit^kie ixam 
fiaitssay ihaa iiad iks ianprudeaee to kt lam have 
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some of his property, on the fedth of his word, in 
return for which he has met with nothing but pro- 
mises and refusals. The sultan did, indeed, com- 
mand him to purchase whatever things he might 
want at the market, and refer the seller to him for 
payment ; independent of this, as a mark of his 
favour, he sold the merchant one of his own bul- 
locks, which is however found to be diseased and 
worth nothing. By such mean subterfuges does 
this great prince procure the property of others ; 
and in this manner does he treat every merchant 
that may have occasion to pass through the city. 

All these circumstances considered, it was with 
much pleasure that we received notice of the king 
of Boossk's kind interposition in our behalf, which 
will at least accelerate our departure ; for though^ 
when soberly considered, the behaviour of the 
YItoorie monarch towards us has not been on the 
whole unkind, forming a strange compound of 
generosity and meanness, yet he might have been 
inclined to detain us here till the only favourable 
moment at which we could descend the Niger 
should have passed away, in which case we should 
have to retrace our steps the way we have come 
without having accomplished the object for which 
we had left England. 

We have now only to arrange matters with this 
singular old chieftain, which we foresee will be no 
very easy task. It is confidently affirmed, that a 
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canoe has been prepared for us, and two days 
hence, we have little doubt, permission will be 
granted for us to leave this city to return to 
Boossk. 

Thursday^ July 29^A. — The sultan has been 
complaining sadly of poverty these two days, and 
has begged us to accept a female slave of him in 
lieu of the money he owed us, and which he has 
declared his inability to pay. We hesitated a 
good deal at first about the matter, but we soon 
felt convinced it would be useless to demur, foe 
the sultan was fixed in his determination, and we 
have taken the girl, who is become Paskoe's wife. 
This unpleasant afiair was not settled till this 
morning, owing to the above cause. 
- We brought a quantity of new shillings with us 
from England, which are vastly admired by all 
classes of people here, on account of their shiuing 
property ; and whilst the Spanish dollar sells for 
fifteen hundred cowries oiily, one of the^e little 
pieces is purchased willingly at a thousand. Each 
of these coins is attached to a ring, and worn on 
the finger of a lady as an ornament. 

Y^ioorie has been visited with so much rain 
lately, that the com is rotting on the stalk, and it 
is by no means likely that the dry weather will 
commence for some tune to come. The com is 
fully ripe, and only wants a Uttle sun to harden 
the grain in the ear ; and the people are sorely 
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Keverldieleni^ tfle rke erops look wdl, anit pre^ 
arise 8B aWn^mt faarwatr and fbe eniems, of 
inrhich vast quantities are grown here, aire" ali5i> 
expectedf i» prodl^we pSeii«ifttl}f» ^t^ prvsadt,. 
Titeerie i» little better tlum ar eenipielp swamp r 
and, ^ pesilbie, it wiU be wone after Ite fms^^ 
wMch is- ia&y lookecl for, shall hum set m. 

Shmdailfi Awgiisi Igt-^Thk m&mixsg tlie s^tsm 
eenl 8 meseeager to inlbiliit ee tiiat we were at 
Mberty to^ paf^oor lespeets an^ take em^ ilireweil 
eff hb» peeiriwui to ear depavtare fipom t^e eit^, 
whidi we ka^ie been amumii wiii tahe piaee te^. 
merrow wkbe«k my ftartbei preemedhotsonr or 
delay. We presently eleyedf tike sunnMnnsv for 
sack we ccmwteed it; and en oer wmat at the 
sidtaii's reaide&cey we were introdeced iftt^ » large^ 
gloemy, oneenfoftB^le apartment), wkerem ikie 
monasek generallif reeewes hn mere dbtinguii^ied 
Tiertorv. A minber of naked gTrl» and boys^ ki» 
domestieBi were centinaally passing tkxeugib it 1» 
et^er parte ef the? buHdin^^ ea»rying^ dirly^ eala^^ 
bashes in their kaHd»; s qpiantity ci swa^lewi^ 
Bes1l9 wefe attacked ta the cei&tg of tke mem (for 
neidier kere noF ekiewhere are these bivd» ever 
molested}, andtkeirtwHtering^ownerSrWhiek wem 
fiying' abetit in aU dtreetionsy fed their yoanc^ 
withent ittterrapt^on^ and added not a litde fiitht* 
nees to tlie enswept and enciean apavtmtniu in 
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ibe cenftie and c^pfOMte the doiir-way^ the lufer of 
Y^oorie waft nqoLattimg ml a pkitfonii, widcli was 
cov^ed with laded damaak, and emofciny lirowt m 
ppeof huge dimoMifMB. On ea^ side of hba 
waa a large pillow ; and befaiBd hut, afiixed to tb& 
wall, waa a lai^e square piece oif anek9it4Dokiity 
figured Bilky veiy rkh and ol vaxioiH eotoara, wkb 
a beautiful deep fsii^. It waa^ however, a little 
tajmifthed^ owing io the leng>tkof tive it haa heei» 
m the aidtarfa poaofioa. Thkewee^endal aod 
valuable artide ia said ta ha^e beea biooght fnan 
the celebrated Mttaser*, e pkeeol vhiek &nTf 
one heie speftks ia the moat nptnama awik extra* 
vagant tesmsL The dress o£ the saltaik cevre-* 
sponded with the dirtiness of the apartment. Just 
before our introduction we had been cautioned not 
to offer to shake hands with him, for that would 
be considered too familiar on our parts, and would 
be rejected by the monarch. Our complimenta 
were therefore confined to simple inquiries after 
his health. The conversation during the interview 
was as uninteresting and spiritless as our conver- 
sations with other native rulers have always been — 
a description of one being a sample of the whole* 
The most important points were an urgent request 
on the part of the sultan for one of our lanceta 
which he had seen, and the promise of a calabash 

* Mesr, as the Arabs pronounce the word, is the Cairo 
of Europeans. 
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of honey, which we received in the evening. We 
then took our leave and returned home. Here we 
were soon intruded upon by the sultan's daughters 
and friends, who, finding that we were actually to 
go on the morrow, had come to purchase buttons, 
beg medicine, and pay their last respects ; and 
we were not only subjected to the most weari- 
some and provoking ceremonies in the world 
during the remainder of the Sabbath, but we were 
likewise compelled to be bartering and wrangling 
with a parcel of noisy women till sunset, when we 
ungaUantly drove them away. 
• During our stay at Y&oorie, the thermometer of 
Fahrenheit has ranged from 75^ to 94° in our 
dwelling. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Xieave Yaoorie — ^Method of watching the Corn^— The Cum- 
brie People — their treatment — Sleeping Huts and Speax 
of the Cumbrie — Arrive at Warree — Garnicassa — Igno- 
rance of the Natives concerning the course of the River — 
Hieir Amusements — Retiurn to Booss^ — Visit to Wo wow 
recommended — The River consulted by the King of 
Boossa — Kings of this City — Scarcity of Provisions^^ 
Journey to Wowow — First interview with the King. 

Monday^ Atigust 2d, — All was hurry, bustle, 
noise, and confusion, at a very early hour in the 
morning, in getting our things ready for starting ; 
hut in spite of our exertions we had to wait a 
long time outside our house, after the beasts had 
been laden, and our people had theit burdens on 
their heads, for the sultan's long-expected letter 
to our most gracious sovereign. A mallam was 
at length perceived hurrying towards us with it ; 
and after him came, mounted on a large bony 
horse, and extremely well dressed in the cos- 
tume of his country, the venerable Arab chief, to 
honour us with his company a little way on our 
journey. His appearance was stately and patri- 
archal in the extreme. But this crafty old man 
was not our friend, for he had used us deceit- 
fully, and misrepresented us and our goods to his 
VOL. ir. o 
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master ; and we had enjoyed an innocent kind of 
revenge, in administering to him, afler repeated 
applications, a powerful dose of medicine, which, 
though harmless in its effects, had yet heen very 
troublesome to him. Indeed it was not till we had 
^ jaiaped' tiie sultan, his sister, and all the royal 
family, that we were permitted to take our fare- 
well of Y^oorie. The city was literally covered 
with water on our passing through it, and the deep 
hollows formed by the rains were very numerous, 
and dangerous by being invisible; nevertheless, 
with care and patience, we all got outside the 
gates in safety. 

It is pleasant, very pleasant, after an imprison- 
ment of five weeks in a close, dark, and unwhole- 
some chamber, subject to every kind of incon* 
venience and much anxiety, to be set at liberty ; 
to know and feel that one is free ; to admire again 
the beauties of God's creation, and enjoy once 
more the cheering freshness of the country. It is 
only in health that such feelings can either be 
excited or indulged. Objects ever so charming 
are looked on with indifference by an invalid. 
For our parts, we had entered Yaoorie in sick- 
ness, and had suffered much in that city; but 
we left it in all the strength and vigour of 
health. During our residence there, the growth 
of vegetation had been astonishingly rapid ; the 
face of the country wore an aspect entirely diffe* 
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tent and improved ; thle trees add shrubs liad ptst 
on a greener and lorelier * livery ;' the grasses, 
atanted as they were before for want of moisture, 
bad sprung jxp to the surprising height cf ten 
<ir twelve feet ; and the com and rice liad grown 
tip with no less vigour. 

Owing to the reputed badness of the path, that 
by which we had entered Y^KJorie was rejected for 
a more northerly one, leading in almost a direct line 
to the river Cubbie. About a mile or two from the 
wails of Ykobrie, the old Arab stopped suddenly, 
end we imitating his example, he offered up a short 
though animated Mahommedan prayer for our 
fluccess, and bidding n« an affectionate farewell^ 
he turned his horse about and returned to the city; 
In the anticipation of journeying to GuSfcrie, we 
bad purchased an ase of All, the Arab ; and tliis 
animal, as well as the horses, suffered greatly 
from the attacks of a species of large fly, which is 
to them by day what mosquitoes are to mankind 
by night ; and this evil, combined with the rug^ 
^jv^ness and inequality of the road, which was 
intercepted by deep and rapid rivulets, caused u^ 
much delay and annoyance. About mid-day we 
arrived at the walk of a pretty considerable 
town, called Gnkda, and halted near a small creek 
cf a river flowing from Cubbie, and entering 
the Niger a little lower down. Here, as soon as 
we had taken a slight refreshment, we sent our 

g2 
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beasts across the Niger to proceed by land to 
B00SS&, and embarked in two canoes, which were 
each paddled by four men. These canoes are 
about eighteen or twenty feet long, and formed 
from a single log of wood, unlike those of Boossk« 
When we got into the main body of the Cubbie 
river, the canoemen kept us exposed to the sun 
for a considerable time, waiting the arrival of two 
companions, because the men with whom we had 
been supplied were unable to manage both canoes 
by themselves. Though we entreated the four 
men to go a little way with us, or at least to con^ 
vey us into a cool and shady place, which we pointed 
out to them, for protection from the sun's rays, 
they would not hearken to us ; we found scolding, 
threats, and supplication, to be all equally unavail- 
ing ; they maintained the same calm, yet mortifying 
placidity of countenance, than which in such a case 
nothing can be more vexing. At length we were 
fain to hold our peace, and patiently resigned our* 
selves to the inconvenience. 

The Cubbie river falls into the Niger about four 
miles from the creek where we had embarked; 
and on entering the Niger, we found it running 
from two to three miles an hour, and with trifling 
labour on the part of the canoemen, we could 
have journeyed very rapidly; but though we 
had taken on board their two companions, the 
whole of them were so obstinately indolent, that 
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we travelled very slowly indeed, insomuch that we 
did not expect to arrive at the appointed halting- 
place for the night. The canoes, however, were 
passing along almost close to the shore, aiid we 
saw a woman at the water^s edge who had a quan- 
tity of cheap country beer for sale, and think- 
ing it might animate the men to a little more 
exertion, we purchased as much as they could 
drink, which in a few minutes completely meta-' 
taiorphosed them. The meekness, innocence, and 
composure of their listless countenances soon 
passed away ; their heavy eyes sparkled with fire 
and animation ; they trembled all over with anxiety 
to display their strength, dexterity, and vigour ; 
and each being emulous to rival his companion, 
they snatched up their paddles, and by their united 
efforts the canoes glided through the water with 
inconceivable velocity, even to the danger of up- 
setting. Thus we proceeded down the river till 
the sun had set, and the moon was shining beauti- 
fully on the water, as we drew near to a small 
Cumbrie village on the borders of the river, where 
we landed and pitched our tent. The thermome- 
ter to-day has varied from 75° to 92°. 

Tuesday J August 3d[.— Arising at an early hour 
vre shot a partridge and Guinea-fowl, and break- 
fasted in the open air, under the intense scrutiny 
of a hundred bright black eyes ; then, striking 
our tent, we hastened to the canoes which we had 
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left secured, aad embarked €»i the riyex while it 
Mras yet monung, and the air cool and pleasant* 
Though the lowering appearance of the firmament 
seemed to betoken a violent storm, the black clouds 
dispersed as the sun gathered strength^ and he 
burst out on us, an hour after our departure, with 
peculiar heat axul splendour. 

On all the borders of the numerous branches of 
the river, as well as on its small islands, vast quan* 
tities of com were growing ; and it being near the 
time of harvest, it was neariy ripe, and waved over 
the water's edge very prettily. Platforms were 
everywhere erected to the height of, or rather 
nbove the com, which grows as high as ten or 
twelve feet. People were stationed on these to scare 
away the numerous flights of small birds, which 
do great mischief, and would, without this pre* 
caution, destroy the hopes of the cultivator.. A boy 
or girl, and in many cases a woman with a child at 
her breast, and even a whole family together, we 
observed on the platforms, amusing themselves in 
this manner* without the slightest ^de or cover* 
ing of any kind to shelter them from the fiercenese 
of the sunbeams. Standing erect and motionlessi 
many of them looked like statues of black marble 
rather than living human beings ; but others, par* 
ticularly the women, disregarding their duty, were 
industriously employed in plaiting straw, supplying 
the wants of their children^ manufacturing mats^ 
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AwatBg pro iwoi M , ke, in otfer &e mote effec 
taxtty to AigkteB ntnq^ tbe birds, aetaal «£ tba 
watdms wen fiiranbed witti slings and stoQH, in 
tke me of niuA iktij Kan to be Terr ■^^ivl; be- 
«de9 tliese,^I)i«cm(^n^wer«fiute]Ed&om Uw 
pUtform CO a tree at M>iiie Htbace, to irkich, k^^ 
calabashes were suspended, with holM in thnn, 
ttRoogk wlncb stisfci wen pmuei, to ibat irhen 
the rope n polieddi^ sitUie s load dtitermg; nmae^ 



at a konifiit of etaan. 
wtkhanmKr tepvposeof mkim^a nme when 
pBt in motiaH, u well v Ae Midu. T» lU» 
m often idded the b^tooDg' aad icreamiiig of the 
» ldtei «, which is ^amai enongli W frigliteii an 
cril i^mit, Bwl it nrelj fxls to praxes tiie de*ii«d 

TIk in)isbit)nri» of maa^ of tkv nmtieroua wxkleA 
towns aod open TiUvges oa tbe btnkB of tbv 
JNigcr, and alio <rf tke islanda, wo find are for tb« 
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most part Cumbrie people — a poor, des^nsed, and 
abused, but industrious and hard*wofking race. 
They are but too often oppressed and persecuted 
by tbeir more f(»rtunate and powerful neighbours^ 
who affirm that they are fitted by nature only for 
slaves, and are therefore invariably treated by 
them as such* 

The Cumbrie also inhabit many parts of Hkussa 
and other countries ; they speak different lan- 
guages, but they have all the same pursuits, su* 
perstitions, amusements, and peculiar manners, to 
which they firmly and scrupulously adhere, both 
in good and bad fortune, in sickness and in health, 
in freedom and slavery, at home and in foreign 
countries, notwithstanding the scorn and derision 
to which it subjects tliem ; and they are known 
to cherish and maintain them to the end of life, 
with as much pertinacity as the Hebrew does lus 
faith and national customs. Inheriting fiN)m their 
ancestors a peaceful, timid, passionless, incurious 
disposition, they Mi an easy prey to all who 
choose to molest them ; they bow their necks 
to the yoke of slavery without a murmur, and 
think it a matter of course; and perhaps no 
people in the world are to be found who are less 
susceptible of intense feeling and the finer emo* 
tions of the human mind, on being stolen away 
from their favourite amusements and pursuits, and 
firom the bosom of their wives and families, than 
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these Cumbrie people, who are held in such ge* 
neral disesteem. Thousands of them reside in the 
kingdom of Ykoorie and its province of Engarski ; 
and most of the slaves in the capital have been 
taken from among them. 

The tribute, or rather rent which they pay to 
the sultan for the land they cultivate, consists of 
a quantity of com, about the size of a bundle 
as much as a man can carry, for every plot of 
land, whether it be large or small. When, how* 
ever, the harvest fails, they are at liberty to give 
a certain number of cowries in lieu of the accus* 
tomed duty of corn. If the poor have no means 
of paying their rent when it becomes due, the 
sultan immediately despatches a body of horse* 
men to their villages, with a command to seize 
and carry away as many of the people as they 
may think proper. It sometimes happens, how- 
ever, that the sultan of Yaoorie pulls the reins 
of oppression with too tight a hand ; and as 
cowards, when driven to desperation, often give 
specimens of extraordinary courage and resolution, 
so the negligent and despised Cumbrie, writhing 
under the lash of injuries which they have never 
deserved, defend themselves with extraordinary 
determination and bravery, and not unfrequently 
come off victorious from the conflict. The benefit 
which results to them from these advantages is an 



exenqplion fr<Ha the payment of xeat for two or 
three subsequent jewrab 

Duruig' our residence in Yiooiie, an expeditioB^ 
despatched hj the tultan ioi the ahoTe pHTpose, 
returned unsuccessful from EngarskL 1^ most 
unfavowaUe trait in the cbaractex of the Cumln-ie 
i» the extreme dirtinese they display in their 
habita generally, from which not one of them, 
appears to be free* They are genera&y con* 
sidexed good agricukunsta and expext fishermen z 
they grow abundance of com and onions^ but a 
great part of the foimer ia disposed of to the na-^ 
tivea of Boossi and Ykooiie, to whose noonarcha 
they are subject* Most of them axe rather slo^ 
¥enly about their peraon»» and make use of few 
omamenfiSt and even these are of the oonHno&est 
description. They bore immense hoies in the lobe 
of the ear Sot the admisaicm of bits of fine cc^wred 
wood ; and the soft part oS the septum of the nose 
is perforated in like manner, through which ia 
thrust a long piece of bhte glass. When the fe«^ 
xnales ha?e a snad to aj^ear with unusual smart-^ 
nesa and effect, a cxocodile'a tooUi is inserted 
through both lips, and projects apwards as far aa 
the nose. These useless, unbecoming, and &i]>» 
gnlar ornamenta impart to the countenance an 
unnatural and barbarous expression, which is very 
far from agreeable,, and produces an unpleasant 
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and punlul emotioa >n ibe milid of tbe beholder. 
Iq our ioletCDune with the Cumbiie, the; ap- 
peued mild, ionoceot, and even amiable in their 
manners; and they b^iaved to ua with all the 
civility, bospitality, and kindness of their natures, 
untkctured by inaincerity or lukewannneaa. 

The annexed eketch u a lepresentation of the 
deeping huts of these people (Cumhiic), which 



we alluded to on our pasat^ up the riv«r. The 
doorway, which is tbe only opening they have, i» 
closed by a mat which is suspended inside. They 
have no steps to enter by, but scranible into it 
aa well they cau. Thecomaon cooeie hid it used 
by tliem for ordinary purposes, such » cooking, 
&c., during the day, but nerer at sight. These 
sleejMng huts are about seven m eiglit feet wide, 
they are nearly circular, are made of clay, and. 
tbatched with the palm leaf; tbey aie elevated 
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above the ground so as to secure the inmaterfrom 
the annoyance of ants, snakes, and the wet ground, 
and even for protection fix>m the alligators which 
prowl about at night in search of prey. We were 
informed of instances where these creatures have 
carried off the legs and arms of natives, who 
have incautiously exposed themselves to their 
attacks. The huts will hold about half-a-dozen 
people. Sometimes the pillars supporting the 
hut are walled round, but this is not often done, 
and they generally appear as in the sketch. 

Tlie natives frequently kill the alligators by 
means of a heavy spear about ten feet long, like 
the sketch. One end is furnished with a heavy 




pieee of iron- wood to give it force, and the other 
with a sharp-pointed barbed iron. It is attached 
to the bow of their canoe by a piece of grass rope, 
which is fastened to the upper end, and is a for- 
midable weapon. A smaller spear of the same 
description is used by these people for killing fish, 
in which occupation they are very expert. 

As we proceeded down the Niger by a different 
channel from that by which we had ascended it to 
Ykoorie, we had fresh opportunities of remarking 
the more striking features on its banks. The 
liver, as might naturally have been expected, is 
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fxmch swollen, and its current more impetuous 
than when we passed up on our voyage to Ykoo-^ 
rie ; and many of the stones and rocks which 
then annoyed] us, are now under water, and com-" 
pletely hidden. In the earlier part of the even^ 
ing we landed at a small Cumbrie village, and 
our canoes were pulled upon a sandy beach for 
the night in security. The thermometer has been 
at 95° to-day. 

Wednesday^ August Ath, — ^The inhabitants of 
the village wherein we slept last night had 
nothing to offer us to eat either then or this morn* 
ing ; but we had the good fortune to shoot a par- 
tridge, and we had it dressed for breakfast. But 
it was, like many others, a most unsavoury repast, 
for we had notliing to eat with it, not even a little 
salt ; the people of the village, as well as most of 
their countrymen^ making use of a quantity of wood* 
ashes instead, which contain saline particles, be- 
cause salt is too expensive an article for these sim* 
pie, villagers to purchase for their own consump- 
tion ! We had everything conveyed to the canoes 
at an early hour, and at seven o'clock a.m. we 
were once more upon the Niger. The canoemen, 
as well as our own people, had forecast and con* 
trivance enough to supply themselves with a few 
ears of Indian com last night, which they thought 
tliemselves warranted to pluck from a field at 
no great distance from their sleeping quarters; 
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yet all of them «ompiained of hunger ihis morning, 
and left the village in a very ill humour. To 
satisfy their appetites, our canoes were pulled ob 
shore repeatedly during tiie foremoon, for the 
Hien to steal lome of the com which overhung the 
margin of the river. They were, however, per* 
ceived by the more diligent of the watchers, bul 
they did not take any measures to prevent them, 
because they saw that they were the sultan's 
servants, and the wh<^e of these have the privilege 
of stealing as much com fnnn the Cumbrie as 
Ihey may have occasion for. One poor man had 
a canoe laden with new com, which was pounced 
upon by these hungry plunderers, who compelled 
its reluctant owner to transfer it from his canoe 
into their own, without remunerating him in any- 
wise for tlie loss he thus sustained. Another in* 
dividual wlio happened to be in a canoe, was chased 
a considerable di^ance down the river^ under the 
impression that he had likewise com with him, the 
robbers endeavouring to palliate their conduct by 
saying, that as the man paid no tribttle to the sul* 
tan, his effects were at all times liable to be seised. 
The man, however, exerted all his strengtli, and 
happily succeeded in making his escape. 

About noon we observed a herd of Fal&tah cows 
grazing on the banks of the river; and in the 
water a little way from them, we saw an immense 
crocodile floating on the surfistce like a long canoe. 



' 
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ior wbicli k was at firsi mistaken, and watching ah 
<»pportunity to seize one of them and destroy it 
hy dragging it into Ihe rirer. As soon as he 
was pecoeived hy the oanoeoaen, they paddled 
as soitiy m possihle towards him, intending to 
arait at a diort distance till ^e crocodile should 
Junre acoomplished his object, when they agreed 
to pull rapidly towards the shore and reap the 
fruits of the Teplile's amazing strength, by scaring 
him off from his prey, or destroying him wiih 
harpoona, for the f^n of a orocodiie is not 
considered impenetrable here. Their intentions, 
howeTei^ were frustrated by die sudden disap- 
pearance of Ihe crocodile, which dived the mo* 
ment he peroeived the canoe so near him, making 
a loud plashing noise, and agitating the wat^ 
in a remarkable manner in his descent. We 
waited in vain for Mm to rise again. A very 
abort time afiter this the oanoemen landed at 
JFarree^ which is the most celebrated market 
town in the dependency of Engarski, and consists 
of several dusters of hats endrcied by a dwaif 
day wall. The market is attended ly many 
thousands of people from different parts of the 
country, besides Y^ioorie, Booss^i, and Wowow, 
yet nothing peculiar to Engarski is exposed for 
aale in it ; and the cheapness at which the pro* 
ductions of the coimtry are disposed of, is most 
likely the pnncipal inducement fo bayers to resort 
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to Warree. Vast numbers of canoes, filled with 
peo}de and goods, were passing from one side of 
the Niger to the other during our limited stay out- 
side the town, and the countenances of both buyers 
and sellers betrayed a very anxious and business- 
like expression. As soon as our curiosity was 
fully satisfied, we also crossed over to the Booss^ 
aide of the river, and landed at a small walled 
town called Gamicasm^ which is inhabited by the 
Cumbrie, and situated about ^sq miles north of 
the city of Booss^. At no great distance from 
this place, and within sight of it, all the branches 
of the Niger meet and form a beautiful and mag- 
nificent body of water, at least seven or eight 
miles in width ; and it is truly astonishing what 
becomes of it, for at Booss^ the river is no more 
than a stone's throw across, and its depth is in 
proportion to its narrowness. But about an 
hour^s walk from thence, it again becomes a 
noble river, and maintains its width, it is said, 
even to Funda. . This singular fact favours the 
opinion, that a large portion of the waters of the 
Niger i^ conveyed by subterraneous passages 
from the town of Garnicassa, to a few miles be- 
low Boossk. 

Shortly afler our arrival, when we were making 
some allusion to the river to one of the inhabi- 
tants, a Fal&tah hearing us came forward and 
made the extraordinary assertion, that instead of 



Chap^ Z.] 6ARNICAS3A. 97 

Tunning to Funda, it took a turn to the eastward, 
und disembogued itaelf into the lake Tshad in 
£omou. But theories respecting the Niger are 
even more various and contrary in this country, 
than the hypotheses of the learned of Europe on 
the subject. Scarcely two people are to be found 
that agree in the same opinion, and their suppo* 
vitions are not confined to the course and termi* 
nation, but include also the source of this mys* 
terious river; yet, with all their talk, it is easy to 
perceive that the natives are all entirely ignorant 
f of the matter. 

c^ The earlier part of the evening, after our arrival 
p at Gamicasea, was calm, serene, and delightful ; 
^ and the silvery moon shone with unusual resplen* 
' dence. It was a favourable time for the inhabi* 
tants of the town to enjoy themselves ; and accord* 
ingly they were thus employed in good earnest. 
Singing, dancing, and music-playing, are the only 
divertisements with which the generality of tlie 
Cumbrie are acquainted ; and though this people 
are even more despised than the slothful Hot> 
tentots of the southern part of the continent,-^ 
though their rights are unheeded and their liber* 
ties abused, yet these considerations do mot seem 
to impress them with gloomy reflections ; and they 
trifle away their leisure hours in play with as 
much zest and thoughtless jollity as though they 
were the most favoured people in the world* 

TOL. II. K 



. A Riddea and confiJOMd sbise of merrimesfe 
awoke me Iron a pieaahkg kind of pei?«rie in whkii 
^I was mdulging in the tnoonfthiDe. I went out 
insU&tly to asceitun the cause <xf such obatare*- 
peroiiB mirth, and discovered a nunber of yorni^ 
giris, and maoried woanen wkh children on tlieir 
liacks, dancing, singing, romping, and clappiB^ 
tiieir hands, after the maimer of the ooimtry ; 
and a group of their male relatives stan&ng beside 
them -as judges and speetaton of their firoceed- 
ings* A female wo^d spring suddenly fromr 
amidst her companions, and after skippiBg and 
ianidng with great animation till she became 
quite exhausted, would fall backwards into the 
arms of her associates, who, anxiously watdhing 
her mosrements, had put themselves into a suitabie 
attitude to receive her. Another would then sup-* 
piy her place, and then another, till all the festive 
party -had danced in turn; and this amusemoiit 
was kept up with so mnoh spirit, that screams of 
laughter and other violent tokens of delight con* 
liaued as kmg as it lasted. The dance (if it de^ 
senw tiie name) commenced with the whole of tim 
females, maniaed and single. They first formed 
tliemtoelveB into a ciide, holding fast of eadr 
other's arms, and then they moved round ver^f 
dowly witiiout I'rfting their feet from the ground. 
This exercise seemed to have occasioned them 
much exertion and ^i^Qulty^ if we might be aii> 



loved to judge from the violent sad peculias 
niamier in idiich titey «hook and twisted -their 
bodies, as weH as from the faihue of seYesal of the 
yotmger giiis, who were obliged to qiazt the ring 
ahnost as soon as it was formed. This slownen 
df motioii was gradually ciicoeeded by a sprighttier 
tnovement^ till tbey'Tan n»uid so swi&Iy, that the 
circle was suddenly broken, and many.of the wo^ 
men were thrown with violenoe to Ike ground. 
The ftinging, or ra1l>er screaming, and clapping of 
bands, together with other noises, more vociferoiit 
and wild than these, were oontiRued till the ap^ 
proach of morning, when a heavy shower ^av€ 
every one home. Nothing, p^aps, in this 
ooimtTy is more capable of producing a w3d, ro- 
mantic, and pleasing ellect than Bueh a spectacle 
as this, and at such a time. In fira^nt of us lay 
lihe celebrated Niger, reflecting from its unruffled 
0iir6ace the splendid canopy over our heads, Wfdt 
Ihe radiant clouds of departing day. On each fdd« 
of the river Nature had scattered with a laviftb 
hand the most lovely of her gift* ; and verdant treea 
east their tall shadows en the water. Almo«t close 
to the place where we stood, was a circle of 
&aked savage women, all black as a coal^ who 
were performing the oddest antics imaginable ; 
and still nearer stood a wild4ooking group of 
Iheir male companions, resting on their tall sp^un 
aad participating in the frolic with all their hearts; 

h2. 
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A three-<;omered rush or straw hat, having a high 
peak, but without a brim, was the only article of 
dress worn by these men* Altogether, as we have 
already said, the scene was such as to fiU the mind 
with the highest gratification and delight. To ua 
it was irresistibly charming, and we contemplated 
it a long time with emotions of the most pleasmg 
description. 

Thursday^ August bth, — It rained incessantly 
till between eleven and twelve o'clock in the 
forenoon, when the sun made his appearance 
at intervals, and the weather became fine, which 
we promptly availed ourselves of, in pursuing 
our journey along the banks of the Niger to 
Boossk. The path was filled with water and 
broken up by the force of the rains. After an 
hour's ride we drew near to the walls of the city, 
Und soon arrived at the drummer's house, which 
had been our former residence. Here we found 
the Midiki on her knees to receive and welcome 
us ba/ck again to Boosi^k in the name of the king. 
But we were not permitted to enter and take pos- 
eession of our. old apartments, for the queen con-r 
ducted us to other huts, which form part of a 
cluster inhabited by Fal&tahs, and emigrants of both 
sexes from Yarriba and Nouffie, who are. mostly 
slaves to the king. A quantity of milk and large 
calabashes of rice and fish, stewed in palm oil, 
were sent us a few minutes after our arrival ; and 
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in the evening we were visiteid by the monarchy 
who said he had been aj^prehensive tliat we required 
a Httle repose and quietness after our journey, and 
therefore he did not like to intrude on us before* 
He expressed the pleasure he felt on seeing us 
again, and welcomed us with the utmost cordiality* 
The Midlki, who had accompanied him to our 
house, paid us a similar compliment. It has been 
told us that the drummer^s Wife had excited the 
ienvy of the queen by wearing round her neck a 
smart gilt button which we had given her ; and that 
this is the only reason that we are not allowed to 
occupy our former lodgings in her house. Yet, to 
be even with her fair rival, the queen had ex* 
tracted from her little sheepskin box, wherein they 
had been confined for a quarter of a century, a 
small number of round and fiat golden ornaments, 
with which she has adorned her sable bosom, and 
thereby totally eclipsed the transitory splendour 
of the button belonging to the drummer's wife. 

On our arrival at Boossk the face and hands of 
both my brother and self were much swoUen and 
highly inflamed by exposure to the sun, and this 
circumstance, simple as it was^ excited the queen's 
sympathy almost to tears. 

Friday^ Aug. 6th. — In a conversation with 
the king this morning, he intimated that it would 
be necessary for us to visit Wowow, previous 
to our going to Funda, because the prince of 



thai state, be said, had'iteady nunde ivav o« 
Kiima on oar acceunt, aacid captured a few of its 
people. The kng had beea induced, from the ro* 
pccsentalioiis of the MidUd, who is sister to thtf 
<^ief of Woww, to m^e our taking' this step ; 
and aa we dare sot raise objecticHia^ we hove pro* 
nised to go tUtbcr ki a day or two, although we 
aiye well awar« that the Isttk present we shall be 
necessitated to ofer Urn will by no means answer 
jiis expectations^ The king has himself repented 
4o us ^e promise which he made to our mans, of 
Ainiashing ua with a eanoe sufficiently laige to 
contain the whole of our people and ouiselyes^ and 
whatewr goods we may have left ; and in ordor 
|o bind him' to his word, we have girea hhn ooz 
tent and the hoise which was lalsely haa owa ; sa 
(that, dqiriTed of these, we shall not have the 
aieana ci trarellkig ott land, and shall therdbre 
of necessity he obl^ed to proceed by water. T« 
the queen also^ whose influence over the mind and 
actions of her husfaaBd is unbounded, we have 
wade a present miidb> greater than our mama 
iivtoraBtedr with which she is more than pleased 
We have furtber endeavoured to win: her favour 
by kindness, compliment, and flattery; and these 
means m the osost powerful and effective in the 
world. The simpfeoheasted females of this co«»> 
try are quite unable to vesbt them» Thus far every«> 
thing ia favourable to out enterprise, yetdouhU 
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^ometlines avise im our nriads; and shosid a 
€anoe be denied m after all that the monarch of 
tins place has said, we are deteimmed, wken the 
Imie (hrawa sear for e«r departure, to take a canoe 
ci oar owi> accord, and steal atmef from BoosbIl 
•by night. <' Falitahi/ said the kkg to-day with 
-meh seriomnesBy * reside on each side of the river 
in contraderable numbers^ and I begii» to fear that 
they wilt endanger your personal safety/ ' B«li^' 
aiwwers I^uskoe, our interpreter, * EngUehnieii aie 
^ds of .the waters, and no evil ea» be&l than in 
boats, even though all Africa, or the whole worlds 
«heuM fighti against tkem/ * t will, however/ 
said the king in reply, ^ go* down ml ask the 
i>€cken rouak (dark or blaek walet, whkk the 
If iger is everywhere emphalica^' styled) whether 
il wffl be prudent and safe for the white raen te 
^embark en it or not, and 2 wMI be sure to aequaait 
you and tiiein of my success, be it good or bad/ 
fFo-morrow nioniing, we understand, he imlaada 
making t^s singular experiment; and we have 
^nfy to hope ^at the Niger may return him a 
feveurable answer to his tpiestios. 
' Toi-day when we ascertained that it was the 
tetual intention of the king to suf^ly us with a 
'eanoe, we thought- proper to present him, is the 
>iaine of our sever^gn, wkk one of those beantsfol 
ailver medds which were east duving the AmeskaB 
4rar, fer the purpose of distvibvting amongst those 
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Induui chiefs who were favourable to the EngUd 
interests. A large and valuable chain of the same 
metal was attached to it» and nothing which w^ 
had previously given the king seemed to hav^ 
pleased him so much as this medal and chain ; 
he regarded it indeed with childish admiration* 
We assured him that be might now consider hinir 
aelf as the king of England's most particular 
friend, and that he could not offer a more grateful 
return, than by favouring and assistmg us in our 
plan of journeying \o the salt water, by way of 
the Niger. 

Saturday f August 7tA. — Just after we had 
arisen this morning, the king came to us with joy 
beaming in his countenance, and quickly informed 
lis that, according to his promise, he had been 
down to the Niger, with his mallam or priest, and 
that the result of his visit was highly favourably 
to our wishes as well as his own*— ' the river hav 
ing promised to conduct us in safety to its termi* 
nation/ One of our greatest apprehensions are 
by this means removed. He likewise observed 
that the canoes of the chief of Wowow were mucl^ 
superior to his own, and he should therefore re- 
quest him to sell us a large and good one, mad^ 
of a single trunk, instead of one joined in the 
middle, which he said would not be either so strong 
or so safe. We thanked him, and expressed a desire 
to purchase such a one as he had recommended 
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- withont delay* that we might have time to make 
whatever alterations we should deem necessaiy, 
and procure a mast, awning, saili &c., before our 
departure. 

Monday^ August 9tA, — ^The king toM Paskoe 
this morning, that neither himself nor the Midiki 
had tasted animal food for the last three weeks, 
and that if We would make him a present of a 
guinea-fowl he would be greatly pleased, as he 
had been living upon fish till he was tired of it 
This was jocosely spoken, and not- intended for 
out ears, as the king Subsequently informed us ; 
but when he knew, by our compliance with his 

'expressed wish, that Paskoe had made us acquainted 
with it, his delicacy was so much hurt that he was 

' ashamed to visit us for a whole day after* 

The king is one of the tallest and finest men iti 
the country, as well as one of the most active and 
industrious. He is oftentimes unwell, owing^ 
according to his own account, to having, many 

' years ago, swallowed a quantity of poison which 
had been administered to him as an excellent 
medicine, by one who sought his destruction. 
Other chiefs * and great men,* not only in Borgoo, 
but in every place that we have visited, either doze 
and sleep away the greatest part of their lifetime, 
or spend it in the most childish and frivolous pur- 
suits ; whereas his majesty of Boossk, when he 
19 not engaged in public affairs, usefully employs 
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' all hi* ki8«re kours m svpemtHidkig tlie dcev- 
.patbBft of hift household and makitt^ his o^m 
clothes. The ftlidiki and he hmre disjunct esta- 
blishments, divided fortunes, and separat.e interests; 
indeed, ^y aj^ar tahsnre nothkig u common 
with each othez; and yet we hare seirev seen so 
, ficiendiy a eeuple since leayittg our natiTe countrj. 
. The manaefs of the Afrieaxis^ too,, are hostile to 
; the interest and advancement of weman, and she 
.» Tery rarely indfeed placed otk an equality with 
•her husband. Perhaps the prevalence of p<^- 
j^amy, which the religion of the. people toleraites, 
, whether Mahonaedan oe Pagan^ is one of the diief 
. causes of the disesteem in which females are ga- 
^BerallyhekL 

The kings of Booss^ as we hanre befiwe had 
r^ceasioa to observe, have the reputatioa of being 
, Ihe greatest monarchs^ next to the sovereigns of 
. Bomou, between that empire and the sea , and 
•ibis enviable distinction is acknowledged 1^ every 
:iival chiefs Yet it cannot be owing either to their 
, power, their alate^ or their opulence, for of all the 
.Borgoo ralersi^ they aee perhaps the poorest and 
^ feeblest. The superior digni^ of the kings of 
i Boossk^ and the honour and reverence which aie 
^mivarsaliy paid them^,. have arisen^ it is said, ftom 
.the re^ctability of their origin, for they are be- 
^Ueved to be dfiscendants of the oldest £unily in 
^Africa, whiekin ancient times, long before the 



intraduclaim of tke MahoniedaB te%i«B« wa« 
ike great head ol tlie feti'sli : hence %e profound 
respeet which is yet ^owa ihem hj, the professoiai 
of the new fiutb.^ and thos« wh» aliU eling ts th^ 
supecstitiona of the old, and the iiduence which 
they exerciae as far as thek name is known. 

Tueadai^ Augtak \Qthu — ^Tb& Midlki sends oa 
a bowl of bcuBied com,, boiled is water, which ia 
called ftsfioul, tidce anlLay for oar people; aiid the 
Idn^ sends: daily a liltle rice aad diaed fiah, sea- 
aoned with pepper^ salt,, and pahn.->oii» for out own 
conamnption. But we fiad thia iusuiicient. lor our 
people, wfae axe. eight in; number, and ourselvea; 
their appetites are: extremely^ keem Guineahfowl 
and partridgfssv which we used' to shoot herein great 
^antideay and iidiich fimraed the principal part of 
our food, are now procured wilih the greatest dz£«- 
culty and fatigue, owmg paetly to^ the- pnevalence 
of hosBTf raina,. which luwe rendered tiie^ ground soft 
aoifl boggy» and partly to the sw^riaing height and 
«ti€iiess gi die corn-stalks,, between: which these 
bieds always shelter themsekes^ We arertherefoxe^ 
oftmfr much perplexed about the means- of procu^ 
ring a meai^ With, buttons the maarket is already 
overstocked; they have lost all their powers^ to 
charm, because those we haive hesetofbre sold were 
of infbrior 4)uality, andinotnew,^ so that they begin 
already to* lose their polished lustre^ and to look 
^AoU and blacky needl'ea are umaleabie; we haffft 
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disposed of all our bits of coloured clotli, and com« 
mon red stuff, tea canisters, powder canisters^ 
and almost everything indeed that would sell^ 
reserving the very few articles of greater value 
which are left, for presents to the different chiefs 
along the banks of the Niger. Amongst oth^ 
trifles disposed of were several tin-cases, which 
contained worthless and unpalatable portable 
fioups, &c* These were labelled with slipii of tin^ 
wliich though rather dull and dirty, nevertheless 
attracted the admiration of many ; and we have 
been highly diverted to see one man in particular 
walking at large, and strutting about with * Con- 
centrated Gravy,* stuck on his head in no less 
than four places* He appeared quite proud and 
Vain of these ornaments, and was simpering with 
pleasure wherever he went* 

Our men bear fatigue and hunger extremely 
trell, yet when they have food in abundance, they 
eat, or rather devour it voraciously* One of 
them who has the appetite of a horse, but who 
is himself unconscious of it, understanding tliat 
anything bitter would sharpen this propensity^ 
and enable him to consume a greater quantity of 
provisions, has been in the constant habit of swaU 
lowing the contents of every bullock's galUblad* 
der he could meet with! Six such stomachs 
as his we have daily to satisfy, if we can ; and 
having also two women (Paskoe's wives) in ova 



ij 



Gbap. X.] DKP ART FOE WOWOW. 109 

train, we think it will be no easy naatter, at a 
future period, to supply tbem even with the bare 
necessaries of life, more especially after our em* 
barkation in the canoe, 

Wednesday^ Atigitst lltk. — By a previous in- 
timation, we prepared ourselves early this morning 
to depart for Wowow ; but because the road to 
that city was supposed to be bad, we were obliged 
to wait on horseback by the king's house for a 
considerable time, in order that a person might 
be found to show us the most proper path. How- 
ever, wearied with waiting, we left the city 
without him, and he overtook us about three or 
four hours after we had been on our journey. The 
account of the badness of the path we soon saw 
bad not been exaggerated ; it was filled with holes 
and pits, and overgrown with grass, so tall, that 
it reached far above our heads, and sprinkled a 
sliower of water on our persons. Thorny shrubs 
tore our clothes and lacerated our flesh, and the 
branches of decayed trees, which had fallen across 
the pathway, made it everything but impassable ; 
while small rivers, rushing along with the impetu- 
osity of a torrent, and their rugged and almost 
perpendicular sides, conduced to render travelling 
dangerous and even dreadful. In crossing a large 
and not very rapid stream, my horse fell with me, 
but my brother's refused to carry him over, and he 
V^as obliged to wade through the water, which 



reached above his arm-pits. The hed of the 
stream was filled with rocks, against which he ^ 
struck himself several times, and was thrown 
down more than once, but without doing him any 
injury. 

A few miles from Boossk we crossed in a 
canoe a branch of the Niger forming a pretty 
Kttle river, and running nearly west, and which is . 
said to encompass the whole of Wowow, and to 
fall into the parent stream below that state. This 
is the river which Captain Clapperton was in- 
formed encircled the city and part of the kingdom of 
Boossk, whereas it takes quite an opposite direc* 
tJon ; and where that officer supposed it returned 
to the Niger, it actually takes its rise. It was 
likevnse told us, that this same river joins the Oly ; 
and if this be the case, the principalities of Ki- 
lima and Wowow must form an island of them- 
selves. Between one and two o'clock in the 
afternoon, when the most difficult part of the 
journey had been accomplished, we halted at a 
farm belonging to the king of Booss^, for we 
were all excessively fatigued. Here we were 
regaled with parched corn and water, and refreshed' 
ourselves further with an hour's rest ; and we again 
set forward with renewed spirits and additional 
cheerfulness, and about sunset entered a pleasant 
little village, encompassed with flourishing pIau-> 
tations of com and yams, which was situated neaf 
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Moimt Gdvgt iiifi Fourtli. We slept faerie, and bo*- 
fare we retired to rest we made an imBRecefiBful at*; 
tempttoiffocure provisioBS far our famkhing at«> 
tendawts, yet they had wiBdomeiUHtgii next to forg^.. 
tlieKi&elves, for they had recourse to their old exfie* 
dieat of p^erisg Imiian com ia tlie m^t time ;> 
and though a watch was kept by l^e inhabkants, 
who 8UB>pected theo: mtentUms, yet they escaped de* 
tection. Fires were made in oiur heat, whkh wasi 
very large, ¥^h branches of trees and a laa^ irmk^ 
and around these sat 0ur men dressang aiod eatln^- 
Uieir ill-gotten food till morning. In the course' 
of the da/s journey we deserved traces of liontt 
amd elephants. The latter animal infest the 
woods between Boossit and Wowow in incredible 
numbers, and by tlie impressions of tthehr feet om 
the pathway, their size mnst be prodigiouSt 

Tkwrsday^ Attgtist 12th. — ^As soon as it wa» 
day, we were again on horseback, and a&er » 
very pleasant ride over an exoeUent footway of 
somewhat less than twelve miles, we entered ^the 
caty of Wowow through the western estranoe^ 
Here we found ourselves on the lace-coorse, and 
by desire we galloped swiftly towards the king's 
residence, and fired off a couple of pistols as Jt 
Edgnal of our airivaL H-e presently came out 
to see us; but as the messenger from Booe&ik 
waB not at hand, and as it is the custom never 
to enter into any kind of eon^iersation with- 
out hfBi, Ae old chdef awaited his ceoniDg with. 
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much patience for more than half au hour, nor 
could we approach him during that time. In« 
deed no foreigner is permitted to do 90, what" 
ever may he his rank, unless in presence of the 
representative of the chief from whom he last 
eame. A number of well-dressed mallams walked 
before the king on his coming out, and a man 
hearing on his shoidder a heavy sword came 
after them ; and last of all followed a long train 
of his wives and children, who squatted themselves 
on the ground and filled up the door-way. In 
tlie wall on each side of the entrance of the town 
is a large niche, in one of which the king stood 
£xed and motionless, with his handi^ clasped under 
his tobe, and supported on his bosom ; and round a 
pole which had been placed erect in the other 
niche, a naked youth had entwined his legs, remain* 
ing in breathless anxiety to be a spectator of the ap- 
proaching interview. No two human bemgs ever 
bore a more striking resemblance to statues than 
tiiese ; the deception was indeed complete. For 
ourselves, we had sent our horses to graze, and 
sat about a dozen paces from the door-way under 
a large tree ; the mallams were sprawling on the 
earth between the king and us ; and at a respect- 
fid distance on each side, groups of the inhabi- 
tants had assembled to gratify their curiosity. 

While the king remained in the above position 
without moving a single muscle, and which lasted 
till our messenger had made his appearance, a sing- 
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ing- woman drew near the person of her sovereign, 
and began to exercise her vocation in a tone of 
voice that displayed anything but sweetness or 
melody, and so loud and shrill as to frighten 
away the birds from the trees near the spot 
After this salutation she fell on her knees, and 
repeatedly threw handfuls of earth over her left 
shoulder down her back, &c» The Boossii mes- 
senger who had been so anxiously expected, at 
length arrived, and the spell which had bound 
every one to the spot was dissolved in a moment. 
We were then conducted to the king, and for- 
mally introduced to him ; but the grave, eccentric 
old man shook hands with us without taking them 
from the tobe in which they had been enveloped, 
or even condescending to look in our faces, for 
he never makes it a practice to raise his head 
above a certain height; fearing he should dis** 
cover the person to whom he may be conversing 
gazing full in his countenance, to which he has a 
very strange but unconquerable antipathy. ThcJ 
interview lasted but a moment, and we were hastily 
conducted to the house which was occupied by the 
late Captain Clapperton ; and here we were soon 
visited by a number of the principal people of the 
city. In the course of the morning we received a 
quantity of eggs, milk, yams, and a fat sheep, ad 
a present from the king. 

VOL. iz. Z 
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CHAPTER XL 

Horse-racing at Wowow on the Mahomedan Sabbaib — ^In. 

digilation of tlie King of Wowow against the King ot 

" Kiima — ^Religioas Procession of Females — PSsKcy of the 

* King of Wowow— >Ri«lnvd Lsmdes taken ill — letvwB fait 
. brother at Wowow, and re^ns to Booosik — Narrative cf 

Joha Lander — ^The Blessing of the Priestess — Religious 
Sects — ^Tlieir Creeds and Ideas of a Future State — ^Fune> 
ral and Marriage Ceremonies — Park's Books — ^the States 

* of Borgoo— The last of Piark's e^ds— -Farewell ta the 

* King of Wowow— *I>epartiu«— Village — Apprefaenaona 
. of the NaiiTe»— the Travellers xveet at Boosed 

Friday f August IZiJu — ^To-day is the Maho* 
medan SabbsUh| which ia constantly kept as a 
lioliday by the inhabitants for public recreationf 
and festivities. The king's musicians were engage^ 
in playmg a very few simple airs during the 
whole of the morning* For native music it waf 
certainly exceUent,* elsewhere we have heard 
nothing equal to it, not even at Katunga, £jh 
iMua, or Ykoorie* Boossali seems to have little 
musk;, and few amusements of any kind — ^no city 
^.so dull and lifeless as that In the evening, the 
yreekly horse-racing commenced by a run of 
eight or ten ponies, as handsome as they were 
swift, %nd the competition between them was 
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saMt s^aotedL li Wia wA iSL after dnsi eonteit 
kad beea ooncloded, tliat Ae king^ made bia 
appearance at the lower end of ^ xaee»€atirae ; 
and ftom Aesee iie rode: slowly towsods l&e stai^ 
iag-place, pmeded b^ •zo^iiig and dan€iii|( 
vosbchy who bawled and eap^^d before khn. 
When be came iq» ta it be was ssdxited wxlk a 
vepofft from a few guncs. aad pistols. The laag 
was move appyopviatelfy^ a^ed, «r xatbev bis 
clothes seemed to sit more easily and gracefttHy 
«fti bis pef son, ^n tiuyse of any otb^ prince we 
kanre seen; His boise was gidly, if not lieblj 
cafMvisoiicd^ it was a nobJe beast, and both boise 
and rider looked e%trm^y well. Aa be passed m 
lie Bekber turned hh bead aside nor even honoured 
tm with a siogie gkuMe, from a. desire to maise aa 
iBBipression or our raind» by pomp and show,, per- 
liaps be thought it would have been d^radii^ %» 
hsLYt giyen fis a familiar look. 
• The weather was Bot so faTomable aa coold 
fcaTe been wished ; and to tU» eiicuxwitaaee was 
e^ing the few boises, compaiativcly speakingv 
Wbieh had been bzoaght to de sport. Tba 
Itorses were rode chiefly by UttW boys, one oC 
whom was the king's so» : iriien ^ey galloped 
past thdr soverefgn, they iavariaWy doffed their 
daps as a mark of respect This race wa» by 
ho means so well contested as the fermer, and 
indeed was unworAy of the name ; and as somk 

i2 
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fts it was oyer, the king returned to his residence^ 
and bis example was presently followed by the 
prince and the other part of his household But 
all these were obliged to return by a different 
path, because it is against the rules of etiquette 
for any one of the natives to attend the footsteps 
of his sovereign on the celebration of any public 
amusement. After their departure the music 
ceased, and terminated the entertainments of tho 
day. 

The king's head drummer, a little Nouffie man^ 
came to see us this afternoon ; he informed us that 
he was one of the followers of prince Ederesa^ 
and had fled hither, with a host of fellow-fugitivesy 
from the resentment of the successful Magla ancl 
his allies, the Falktahs. The other day, his emi-f 
grant companions divided themselves into two un-' 
equal parties : the weaker left Wowow to join tho 
standard of the Magia, and the stronger that of 
his brother Ederesa ; the drummer however had 
prefened to remain behind and serve the king ii) 
his present capacity. He stated, in answer to out 
inquiries, that the Tshadda (Shary) flows into the 
Kiger at Funda, and a regular intercourse is kept 
up with the natives on its banks, for the purposes of 
trade, by means of very large canoes. The sheikh, 
he said, resided very near the Tshaddoy which, ia 
Bomou, spreads into a large body of water. He 
further informed us, that canoes, capable of coo* 
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tdning fiv6 hufodred men in each, and having 
^ thatched houses * in them, are taken to Binnie 
(Benin), with great quantities of cotton cloths, 
^., by his countrymen, who sell them to the na* 
tives ; and that Funda is very near the salt water; 
yet the drummer appears to know nothing of any 
river which runs to Bomou. 
r This morning, I carried the few things, which 
we had brought from Booss^ for that purpose, 
to the king. The monarch appeared well pleased 
and cheerful, and expressed himself perfectly 
Satisfied with the present, though in a few mi* 
nutes afterwards he despatched a messenger to 
inquire if we had not brought any coral beads 
with us from England* The articles forming the 
present consisted of two pair of silver bracelets, a 
piece of coarse muslin, sufficient for a couple of 
turbans, a tobacco-pipe, two razors, a new gilt 
button, two small and inferior looking-glasses, a 
clasp knife, a pair of scissors, and two combs* 
In compliance with my request, the king informed 
me, that he would sell us a canoe with the greatest 
pleasure. He was convinced, he said, that we 
should return in safety to our country by way of 
the Niger, which did not contain a single rock 
from IngudzhiUigee to Funda. He had heard 
of the refusal of the prince of Kikma to send 
iis by the road of Wowow to his friend the 
king of Boossk, and his recommending us a path 
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ftnnigli Ji dreaiiy wildemeH, mkSdi had caused tbd 
destroction of all ow bones, and In wMch we onr- 
selv>es bad narpowly escaped wflb life. He kadi 
felt for us in that situation, and his heait had hecm 
tooohed with grief at the remtal of our misforw 
tDBes. After the rains shotnld he over, he tvss 
determined to resent the sSronX which had been 
Am offered lim by Ac ruler of KUnxm, and "malce 
him repent bis cmehy. It had been bis intent 
tion, be oontintted, to 4eq)stch n body of aol-^ 
Aiers for the purpose of ^soortin^ us to his <nty is 
a handBome and beooming nramer, but be baii 
been detemsd from his pcurpose by the informaikni 
which lie bad veeeived of oar havmg ploity of 
g«nB and afmBHmltbn with us, whidi he f eased we 
might bam employed against the esoort, ondear tiie 
imistaken opinion of its being a band of lobbenu 
He rejoiced, howerer, to see us, because it wonidl 
eoHvmce his neighbours that the white men mother 
dasliked nor despised him. * I am now infinitely 
bappy,' he condaded, ^ for surety I oould not hwt 
lel% the worid in peace if you had departed ^nft 
the oouatry without haying visited the old king of 
Wowow/ When ibis kmg explanation was oon- 
duded, I was permitted to take jny ieave. Oaskt 
weee sabaeq^ently £red off in compbrnent of oar 
amval ; and the king and his wivea, elated witb 
joy, fttssed the day in dandng, hmgbbg, aid 
«ng?»g- 



In llie erenifig, Bevecal of tfaeir davigliteFs fa- 
timred vm wk^ a visit ; and after dieir ^parture 
Ae monardi's brother and his frieiid came to pay 
«B the cosspllmentB of the day, 9X^ Balote ui 
in tlie country iftshion. The avoikin ndlikee 
(kaag*fi ineiid) is a ^ery important and inflaentia! 
personage in Borgoo and other coontrieB, and in 
point of Tank is considei^ the secotid man in ihtf 
empire. He transaets all the puhiie hueineBS for the 
king when die latter is incapable of attending to 
it, frommdiBposittonorany oilier accidental cause; 

Sedurda^, Augu&t 142^.— Yesterday mommg 
a messenger was despaired in ha^e to I»gci4-> 
slfflligee, which is a town and ^&xj on the banks 
cf the Niger, where die king's boats are kept^ 
to ascertam if a large canoe can ht appvepriafted 
to our use, wil^ont Inletfering with or inter* 
rapting the bnsinees of the i&nj. He zetumeA 
at a fate hour last oigfat, so that we had no oppor- 
tunity of spealdng to him -, h«ft this morning he 
fiifbrmed us, that we i^l be able to have the best 
and most commodioas canbe in the place, becaerstf 
a new canoe had very reoenfly been made lor the 
ferry, on account of the «id one, wMch has sinctf 
been recovered, having diMed down the river; 
Another individoal was setft by the king this mom^ 
ing to settle the bnsiAess about 1^ purchase* 
noney, but he is not «xp0eted to rtiura finmi 
Inguft^hiHigee till to-av^rrpw* 
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This day & long and gay procession, forlned by 
the female followers of the ancient religion of the 
country^ passed through the town, walking and, 
dancing alternately, with large spreading branchea 
of trees in their hands. The priestess, at the time 
we saw her, had just swallowed fetish-water, and 
was carried on the shoulders of one of the de«* 
Totees, who was assisted by two female com* 
panions, supporting tlie trembling hands and arms 
of their mistress. Her body was convulsed all 
over, and her features shockingly distorted, whilst 
she stared wildly and vacantly on the troop of 
enthusiasts and other objects which surrounded 
ber; The priestess was then believed to be pos* 
jessed with a demon ; indeed, to us they all ap« 
peared to be so, for not one of them seemed ii| 
their sober senses, so indescribably fantastic 
were their actions, and so unseemly did they der 
port themselves. A younger woman was likewise 
borne on the shoulders of a friend, and carried 
along in the same manner as her mistress but sh^ 
was by no means so uncouth a figure, nor wa^ 
her agitation so great as that of the priestess, by 
whom she was preceded. The whole of the wo« 
men forming this strange procession might amount 
to between ninety and a hundred ; they were clad 
in their ' holiday best :* their motions were regu» 
lated at times by the sound of drums and fifes, 
and to this music they joined their wild shril^ 
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Toices. They were anatog^ in couples, and 
with the branches of trees shaking in the afr, 
presented one of the most extraordinary and 
grotesque spectacles that the human mind can. 
conceive. 

The king of Wowow is making new roads and 
repairing and widening the old ones leading to 
and from the city. This is the only instance we 
have yet seen wherein even the slightest attention 
has been paid by a chief to the state of the public 
pathway, during the whole of the journey from 
Bad^gry to Yiioorie ; and the reason urged by the 
ruler of this place for undertaking the business is 
somewhat singular, though shrewd and just. * If,' 
says he, * an enemy were to come towards my 
gates with a hostile intention, and find the roads 
broken up or overgrown with weeds, would they 
not say among themselves, ^' Oh, this king of 
Wowow is a careless, slothful, cowardly go* 
vemor ; his town contains but few inhabitants, for 
see, the path is green and untrodden by human 
feet ; let us go and attack it, for it will easily fall 
into our hands?" But,' he continued, * should 
they find it of convenient width, smooth, and free 
from grass, they would immediately say,— ^' This 
road is trodden by the feet of many people ; the 
town must be populous, strong, and flourishing, 
and its monarch watchful and brave ; if we ven« 
ture to make an assault, we foresee that we shall 
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be overpowered asd iiiaiii; it iff bebter for fis aJi 
to tarn back irfaile we «x>e yet unidisQOveved sni 
unharmed, le«t «ome ev^il failliipcMi ^«b when it » 
t»o )l^e «0 reitrest/" 

. Thus the talkative old king argues with iiis 
]>eople, thdt tl^ mm^ Vkenyr eff itbat laaiiiieB» 
which is natand tot&em, end be unhnated ^o in-* 
doBtFf md. kboar ki 4:he oommfiin •cacne. 
- A greater qfMoAky^di yvmB » o6l1sv8ited in the 
vicinity !9f Wewcm tinn is 'girdwn in all the ^atber 
prmGipaHfiies of Bovgoo put i;ogdther. it is m 
eofnttion qv^slsen on ^he palh when the 7tatiiw» 
Meet a straBger, * What ! ave yem going to Wo- 
vrew to «at yams f And the Kmg tif BooBsk jo-^ 
ODselyofbservedtoiis in parting/ That after we haci^ 
tarted «F iSlat yarns ?of his relative, he ^as ap|nre-< 
hencnve we should be indified t& remain 4, lo^car 
period in W0WOW than he had pcopesed, for 
tbut they vireie a powerfal indnoetBei^' 

Bioe and tsorn are also <euk]vated to an unM^' 
znited e^jsertt here, and two (^lecies «of beims, «»•' 
tbsit ^ neoessanes of iMfe «Ftt ^very plentlftil and 
dieap. Reaping has commenced, «»d the w«tt 
season, it is eald, is nean^ly over. As In niD0t- 
otber p^aoes, indigo amd cofeftcm axe yearly pr€»» 
duoed at Wowow In abundaisoe. 

■Bwiday^ Auguai l^d^.— -Yeirterday, and tlus^ 
morning, I was -seized with giddiness ^ the heai^ 
and other Hsymptenoos, which ate the usual precur-' 
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son 0f fever in this counioy. We ind klfc ouir 
medidiie-clietft iMebind at Boos•l^ and «b I «rae 
sppreheiMwe l^at I i^iould be laid «p kutfaii cit^^ 
if I Temained in it longer, my brortiber agveed witk 
Hie in of»nicRi tibtft it would be adi^isable ior inett» 
leUim widiout delaylo Boonk, jmi leavie faimlierff 
to eeltle t^e immeet Teepec^g 1^ <»aoe, ;&«.> 
I therefore g&t «n heradwck 4is «obn as die vectig» 
Iiad p»8ed fiway, and -without flopping to bid adieu; 
fb tbe IsHig, immediately departed -on my jouraie^ 
^Mi tm) ottendai^B* My brother furnished me 
aifterwards m^ the Iblbwlng aeeoiHit ^ ^eevents 
^hidi fell under las own obterratten, during <tke» 
time we were absent &om each other. 

* A very few minutei after my brother had de«» 
]Nnrted frcMn Wowow, the prince sent me m young; 
bvfiock and « nutnber 43f yams ; and bis brodaec 
ftewise presented me wit^ a quantity oi mMky 
noe, «Dd a fistted goat^ 

* * AboiA mid-day 1^ female worshippers of the 
Imdent gods, who hme abeady been alkided to; 
peifocmed m seoond wiystieal ceremony, v^mAi i» 
enrjoined by their religion, and afterwards paraded 
At streets in the same order as on <3ie former oc« 
easion. When it was over fmd tbe procession het§ 
itspersed, wi^utinthnating their IntentioB, seve- 
ral ef them paid me « visit, attended by musician* 
wiA drams, €tftes, bM guitars, and a great number^ 
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of little boya and girls* I was sitting in a sliedi 
outside our hut at the time, with a sheet spread 
l>erore me to keep off the eyes of the curious ; and 
when it was pulled up by the priestess herself, who 
was fantastically dressed in man's apparel, and 
when, with her large rolling eyes, and phrenzied 
countenance and manner, she performed her antics 
before me, uttering at th6 same time a piercing 
yell, more dismal than a dog's at midnight, I 
started and shuddered a moment, for I was quite 
unprepared to witness such au object. But th0 
poor enthusiast had no evil intention, for she fell 
down on her knees, gazed at me with tears in her 
eyes, and with a look of tenderness, held out her 
hand as a token of friendship, blessed me, and then 
arose and went but to make room for her principal 
attendants, who shrieked like her, and offered their 
hand in the same manner. Our Boossa messe9^ 
ger, and other individuals, who had come in before 
this most singular method of salutation was ended^ 
subsequently received the benediction of the de« 
yotees, which was bestowed on them by the elder 
of the females. The method of doing it wa^ 
novel and peculiar: in the first place the mai| 
was placed in a stooping position, the female then 
twisted his, left arm, and pulled it over the back 
with all her might ; it was then let go, to the great 
relief of the man ; and she placed both her hands 
en his shoulders, which she pressed down with 
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great eujergy, muttering between her teeth during 
the time the blessing which he had sought ; but 
this was so inaudible that it could not be under<* 
Btood. It was not the woman, said the bystand^ 
ers, but a spirit within her that spoke, andthaf 
influenced her and her companions in all their 
actions. So the people went away confirmed ia 
this belief, and quite happy. 

* The religion which these enthusiasts profess^ 
and which was not long since the prevailing reli** 
gion of the country, is still held in great reverence 
here ; so much so indeed, that the king's daugh<v 
ters were early initiated into its mysteries, and 
invariably attend the celebration of all its super-^ 
stitious rites and ordinances ; in fact the priestess 
herself is one of them. Their parent also is stiU 
favourable towards the religion of his fathers, 
which is blended with Arab fables and traditions 
(for the Mahomedan creed in its purity is unknown 
here), and these form the foundation and super* 
structure of his faith. 

* The priestess and her followers believe in the 
existence of a God, and a heaven wherein he 
resides; that this glorious and ahnighty Being 
supermtends the destinies of man in this life, and 
in a future one rewards or punishes him according 
to his deserts. . Yet of a hell or a place of eternal 
torment they have no idea whatever. The souls 
of good men, say they, are translated into a.tran* 
quil, happy, and beautiful region, wherem but one 
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loottiEBy i» peniukted to lou^ a«d wkcve th^ 
temain for ever; wheTea& tbfi widiedf befoi^^ tlwj 
caa be alioMed to participate: ift fl<i nweh feikilsf 
mod enjoyraesty ave focced to esuhtre sqlarow, 
{udn, and. pimiahmettt : — a> vaiietjr q| toi^iarea is m 
store loar ttem^ such aa acaurgia^ and bea^g, tiU 
at i» canaidef ed sufficient puniskment bas been in.* 
flicted for their misdeed wbe» tb^ aie exalte^ 
to a happier state of being*. 
' ^ Others, who* w»ver between the Mahomedan 
leligioft and the ancient &ith^ betieve ibat at the 
end of the world ak inoice wiU sound from heavea 
to invite aU bhid£ men to the wokM id Uisf 9 bu( 
that these will be too mndbi unoonoexned and. Um 
ktzy to embiasce the. offer — ^a second voiee wiU 
then pro^EHm' the same invitation to white men^ 
who will spring up with akcnty and franspoxj^ 
and enter the celestial regions bd^re them witii 
ibooks in tii^r hands* They profess to believe 
also that two men were ori^aUy created, CMiie 
black and the other white, frosL whcnn the whole 
world is descended.. 

*' The professors of tlie ancient superstition aaec^ 
fiee a bullock, a sheep^ or a bkck goat ta thdr 
divinities^ but they shndder ai the very idiea ei a 
hufflan offering. Instead of agreeing with na 
that the wosld w^ be destroyed by 6re^ they sup- 
pose that its Divuse Maker will roll it up Uke a 

parchment seroU, and put it aside lb£ a futuse 
occasion* 



' It is Bomevribftt ie»arbabfietha6ift Hkmsktbp 
fittcipk hqyg aLllra<iatipiiBliia>fe tbgpaaMf €1^ gBcat 
ifere&ilurwas' ii^m (proaomccdl cssae% is^ tiie 
•aioe mamier as wer pEiaio«]ic& ilw; wcod:). Ik 
^cteffr, m t&e same langni^, aigniica a» objeet 
"vdien G^erred indiitiiicftly all a dSataoicej bearing 
A<e least mwemhiancg to a maik The aaiotjier of 
tfle kofiianwXaQe ia ealkd Ameenmkitt, in Haoasa., 

^ Monday y Avgwt 1 6^.— rTlte more xaspeetable 
daasea ol seoeie^ in Wowwir and Boosadt, albet 
tkeir deceaae,. ase bunsd in tbe jard of the house 
Id whieh they resided when aiive;. vB&ilst Idle 
|ieople in the comiBoiir walks of life are iatefEed m 
s apc^ of gvound seleeted &r tiie pui^iose m a 
ahick wood^ whick i» at some dbtamce frem the 
ciHy, and aaaawering. to our envn pZacea c^ borialL 
The firiends of the foemer, aa soon as tiney ase 
aaade aequmnted with his disielstbo, resoit to hia 
ioaac, and* iiMke lamentattoii &x hni &r the qwee 
«f Bcv^i days, weaxiag darii^ tiiat period thcar 
Tory worrt apparel. Bui the idatinres> oi^ a poer 
man attend hia remains to the hesyin^ ground;, ami. 
ubide in; the wood till their gne£ la assuaged ami 
ibe tiaae of mourning exphsd. 
. * Marriage among free people » eaiceedingly 
simple, and ia attended with little mirth or feslv^ 
recreation, of any hind. The iatoadcd haafeand la 
ftlbwedt&have nothistgto do in the ai^r, though 
at cencenmium so iieaiiyr and the paaraals of the 
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girl are equally Ottt of the queadon. When the 
parties become attached to each other, the female 
goes immediately to acquaint her grandmother of 
the circumstance, and coaxes the old woman to 
give her consent for her to lire henceforward with 
her suitor, for she alone has the power of giving- 
the maiden away« If it happens, however, that 
she has no grandmother, the girl is at liberty to 
act as she pleases. Several days are always 
allowed for the old woman to reflect and ponder 
over the whole matter in her mind ; and Uiia in<» 
terval is generally embraced by the man ia 
making her trifling presents, and doing her oth^ 
little acts of kindness, in the hope of gaining 
her over to his interests. When a free man forms 
an affection for a female who is a slave, and ho 
has money sufficient for the purpose, he goes to 
her master, whoever he may be, unbosoms his 
mind to him, and informs him of his intention of 
taking the woman to wife, if he will give him per* 
mission* Should the owner of the girl approve of 
the connexion, the suitor pays him twenty thou* 
sand cowries for his consent to the. match, though 
a smaller sum is oftentimes oflered and accepted ; 
and the object of his affections from that time 
becomes his spouse. Yet the children which she 
may bear him cannot be retained by the father, 
but are considered the exclusive property of the 
wife's master, who lays claim to them and take» 
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diem away as soon as they are able to run about 
Nor does the marriage ceremony break tbe bonds 
of the woman's slavery, for she is liable to b^ 
palled upon whenever the master thinks proper^ 
when she is obliged to serve him in the same 
manner as if she had remained in a single state* 
The union of slaves amongst each other depends 
entirely upon the will and pleasure of their owners. 

* A man is at liberty to return his wife to hef 
parents at any time, and without adducing any 
reason for his dislike and dissatisfaction. When 
this is his intention, he treats his spouse with dis* 
respect and unkindness, which she soon underr 
atands the meaning of, and of her own accord she 
goes back to her friends, and tells them of what 
has occurred. These subsequently repair in a 
body to the husband's house, and question him in 
a formal manner whether it is his desire that his 
wife should continue to abide with them. If so^ 
the connexion is forthwith dissolved, and she is 
again considered in the light of an unmarried 
woman. The children (if any) the mother is by 
no means permitted to take along with her, but 
they are left behind with their father, who deli* 
yers them over to the care of his other women. ^^ 

* The king of Wowow daily inquires after my 
health, and sends me a quantity of yams, milk, and 
eggs, every morning. Although this old chief 
has received a present infinitely ^nailer than we 
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bts been^move^enerotti timiitbat of alltif /tkam 
togelher. Hk brother, also, mid one «r two^her 
xespeckable indnridiMik, have been e(piii% idndy 
tmd hive endeavoured all in ^enr^ewer to^vm* 
der our -stay mmefng Hhem perfeetly tigveestye^ 
9hey <»pect nertlihigin relofn fortheir hoi^aitedfly^ 
fbr we have nolbmg but a few needles to oikat 
'tiiem, and we have told them ^e Bgain and again 
•-Hieverl^lefls their attention and kindnees^do not 
diminish: 

* Tuesday, August Vffft, — ^I was taken cjrtremelf 
tmwell this morning with tm indescrfbable and 
very trapleasant sensation in llie head, whick 
made me so lifeless and Btapidthat f eould -scarce]^ 
^eep my eyes open fbrlhe remainder of the day, 
and obliged me to lie on mrymat till evemngv 
where 1 dozed away thebonrs more^mcomfortably 
<ihan 1 can describe. It is very x e ma rfcable that 
infherto in the evemngpreeedingthe day on whick 
we have been taken ifl we have ever been snr- 
prisingly bnsk and Tivefly, with an mmatural flow 
of spirits; tmd we Tire so wellTiware of this thai 
we always anticipate what is sure to foHow, when 
we -find ourselves ha tins merry mood, namely, aft 
attack of illness on t^ ensuing morning. 

* The messenger sent by the king to procure 
us a canoe is not yet returned from InguftzhiUigee; 
another was despatched afler him yesterday, and 
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jiuB w— «">«^ a ihiccl^ii.iBisaill, Jiaa left tbeitow& 
mi 1^ :8aane eBniBd:; «a at Jeut ;pco{^e hm 
jDfomiftd itt» Tlie iobjeat oiAe fimt of these meii 
jsiiiot fionfined to- hk viBbaigitiie.€Emry.; hut.if he 
neuLd not nnfll with a vcanoe to hifi natisfaclkiii 
Aeve, he has been .desired to^proeeedtfinrther down 
ifae Quona until he should see one that woitld 
answer our purpose. Me ie also to examine. and 
aieport^Iie appeaxanoe nf n reef of rooks Mke thai 
gd Booudj fohinb rtau across the mw hdow 
ingudzbiUig»e*y and collect monies and dttkica 
jowing to h&B'nmstec Itds-therefoie notnuichto 
)ae wondered .at that he is :not yet reiumsd tto Wo«> 
^ow. In the evening one of our men arrived 
irom my 'brother at BooasiL; he informed me by 
letter of his convalescence, and of his intention 
of returning to this city yesterday^ which how« 
-ever had been frustraied by desire of the king. 
The l^ter stated further that the Jllidiki would 
.«sttle with her brother, the prince of Wowow» 
£)r the oanoe which he has promised to sell us^ 
jmd therefore that I was at liberty to take my 
|«a¥e of him whenever I might think proper. 
jAJso in the evening I received an intimation from 
Ae king to remain in the jcity till his messengec, 
fvho is hourly expected, shall have returned. from 
die banks oi the Niger, Indeed it is more than 
unlikely, if my preeent indisposition continue, that 
*. 33ie flome as Cotme in the nu^. 

k2 
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I shall be able to undergo the fatigues of A 
joumey to Boossk, for a day or two at least ; s^ 
that this restraint of the King I shall scarcely feeL 
*' Wednaday^ August ISth. — My curiosity hat 
again been highly and perhaps painfully excited 
.by hearing to-day that a certain man in the town 
-was known to have had in his possession several 
books which he had picked up from the Niger at 
the period of Mr. Park's dissolution. As soon as 
I had learnt this I instantly sent to the man's 
house to ascertain the truth or falsehood of the 
rumour, but he happened to be from home, and it 
was not till night, after his return from the bush, 
that I heard with disappointment and sorrow that 
the report was indeed well founded, but that the 
books had all been recently destroyed. The man 
said he had shown them to the Arabs who were in 
•the habit of visiting the town, but they could not 
understand the language in which they were writ- 
ten, and merely conjectured that their contents 
related to money matters, and were therefore of 
no kind of use whatever to any one. Yet not- 
withstanding their uselessness the man is reported 
to have kept the books carefully concealed in his 
house till the arrival of Captain Clapperton at 
>Wowow, but when he found that this officer 
made no inquiries for such books, he neglected to 
^ay any further attention to them, and they were 
destroyed shortly after ; or, to use his own words, 



^ey ** dropped or fell to pieces." By the descrip. 
lion which has heen given of one of the books 
Alluded to, I am inclined to believe that it mu8t> 
have been either Mr. Park's journal, or a book of 
manuscripts of some sort. Thus have all our 
inquiries for the Recovery of the lost papers of thia 
traveller ended in disappointment: even when we 
had made almost sure of them, and our feelings 
excited to their highest pitch on more than one 
Occasion, we have felt all the bitterness of hope 
Btiddenly extinguished. 

/ ^ A number of visiters has called to see me to- 
day ; but owing to my indisposition I have been 
unable to remain in a sitting posture longer than 
a very few minutes at a time, and therefore these 
^sits have bten agreeably short. 
; * Thursday, Avgust I9th. — I have learned with 
some surprise to-day, that Booss^and Wowow are 
not considered as being in the empire of Borgoo, 
but that they actually form a separate and distinct 
country, where a different language is sppken, and 
different manners prevail. The principality of 
Kittma, however, is included by the natives in the 
fbrmer country, but owing to the long*continued 
dnd unceasing intercourse which has been main* 
tained between it and Boo8S^^ &c.| the original 
Borgoo language has given place to the Boossit 
4nd Wowow tongue ; and the customs and amuse- 
ments of the people likewise bear at this time so 



gieat a^similsRafy to liiose of dteir nagiiiyoui^,. ait 

not. ta be diatinguiBlied from them. Yet a-steangw^ 

<am scarcely faii^tO'Vemark a war^(mmg.ikfBaiKmo» 

between the desneanoor of the moea vei^peotabtei 

ialiabitants of Kiima,. and the- behawur of ^ar 

8Bi»e' class, of people at Boosslk aad 'Wowowi. 

The fbrmer ave bold, haughtys fierce, and lapa^ 

obusv l^ie latter ave mild, humhl^ and'sedater ;— tiaei 

fiinaer are held in ao»hetter light by werohanta 

aad'tradem^ thao a bend^of roftbersy— ^heaea»tha> 

latter are respected every whevej. and- held ih^higfe 

reputmion fi>r honesty, integrity, and boaonr. 

Ki^ma, it is said) formerly paid<a lax to ike hrng" 

ai Niki, but nov^ it ha» tfwem atiegkoiaff to thas 

Ssldtahsi 

* The following w a statemeiit of the Bamar 

at tile diffisientf states^, whicL faaa ite'> extensive 

oomitxy oalled Boi^o. The monarch^ of Niki^ 

IMS' a titife of distSBetion and eminence^, is st^ladt 

*^ King or- Suttttti' of BfDrgoo,'^ viv. : — 

1. HHd 4* StBidem Z..JUwgpo. 

2.. Bw^. 54 Kiogjca Qi. Funii 

3. Ki&ma. d. KosgJloo* 

'^ These foHow ist Ae- order of the impostBiiefie 
in>V9hich t^ey are hdd«by the people, l^d pa^ 
a smidii tiibute to the king of Boosslfc^aB an ai>* 
hmnWedgmsnt of his sapenority; Woiiiow doea 
the sanie,^^ because," said an intei^ontr man q£ 
that city,. '* ia the beginning o£ the: wedd. thft 



^■nighty lyinteA Ikift aoMitor nwnflTch. «f As 
whole a£ westenii Afri«k" 'She pnaaent- Mng: of 
Boossk kr. notyithftaiwyng,: loofedble tasafinos 
payweB^oC tiik- tubule:, it im origiiialljr ofend 
^aAwatiaaiy^ «ad it has lieaii; cooliinied by eoiute^ 
to tiw present tinn, t&iMigh Nikx aad Wawmr 
fcagitt tQ b«.indi£GBreiit abiantdu nattaiL 

* The rdative position, of tiie §m fimt states* of 
Bsrgoo. with lespact tk». eadi otikevy may be thus 
cxpresaad;: the Istters N, W, S^ £, indieatBsg dia 
pesitkun of 1^ fiiuz aardioRi points of ftiecom* 
pasSk 

Bucr|k 

n1 

Kingka W.—Nlki-^E. Kiama. 

S. 

Sasxdeio* 

^ Niib' is seven days! journey neariy west of 

ffowow, and tlie* four stofcea sunouadhig it aa 

above, are each t^nee days' journey front it in 

Ibe directibn in which they axe placed. 

^ Kor^koa is sixteen dayfl^ journey west of 
Wowow. 

* hoogoo twenty days* journey south-^vest of 
Wowow. 

* Pwndi twenty days' west of "Wowow. 

* It is, however, hardly possible for a native of 
Wowow to ^ve the exact situation of a eountiy 
remote^ from hia own, when it i» eonmdered'^athe 
faaaneithar a^corapassi nor indeed any instrument 
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wlatever to assist him in his observations, tli& 
sun alone being his guide in such cases. It ia 
tiierefore likely enough that the individuals wha 
furnished me with the preceding information might 
have erred, perhaps, as much as two or tliree 
points of the compass ; and consequently, it would 
be better, instead of east, west, north, &c.t to rea4 
"wderhfy westerly^ northerly^ &c. 
. * Niki is the largest and most powerful of the 
Borgoo states. Its capital, which is esitremely 
populous, is of the same name, and though un- 
walled, it is of immense extent, and said to be of 
equal size to the city pf Yaoorie. Its monarch 
has a thousand horses, which are all his private 
property, arid he is, in other respects, wealthy and 
affluent. His soldiers, who form a good part of 
the population of the capital, are reputed to be 
^rave, bold, and enterprising men ; those on foot 
have one side of the head shaved to distinguish 
them from their fellow- subjects. These are like 
the " half- heads ** of the king of Dahomey. Niki 
is almost the only country in the west, against 
'which the Fal&tahs have not yet dared *^ to lift 
the spear." 

' There is reported to be not less than seventy 
considerable and important towns dependent on 
the state of Niki, aU of which have several 
smaller towns and villages under their control 
imd management The chiefs of each of these 
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Iiurge towns present to their sovereign, onc9 ixt 

their lifetime, a young and pretty woman to ber 

kb wife, by which means his seraglio is always 

kept full. Yet, if the girl fail to win the affec'* 

tions of the king, and she be not liked, or if, aftec 

she becomes his mistress, any fault is found witlr 

her, or any personal blemish oc defect, she is 

instantly dismissed, and the chief of the towni 

from whom she had been received, is obliged to 

supply her place by sending another girl. This 

is an odd and singular kind of tribute, but it is 

slight, and the inhabitants of the *^ seventy" pay na 

other. The next state in rank, extent, and imports 

ance to Niki, and the great rival to that country^ 

is Buoy, which, like the former, has seventy 

towns of much consequence, that acknowledge its 

supremacy, and pay a tax of ladies to the monarch. 

in something the same manner as their neigh« 

hours of Niki. There is great plenty of horses ia 

the state of Buoy, and in Sandero ; but the states 

of Kingha, Loogoo, and Korokoo, are destitute 

of a single animal of this description. With the 

exception of Loogoo, these latter states are said to 

he excessively poor, and their inhabitants to live; 

in a pitiable state of penury and wretchedness;^ 

hut the people of Loogoo have the necessaries o£ 

life in greater abundance, and they are enriched 

hy the thousands of merchants who trade to Gonja 

for the goora nut, 8cc., and who pass annually^ 

through thebr country. Their chief, or king, is th& 



fln>iit opiiknt nikr in. tiie :wUiif «£ Bhygnia^ 
iMKrkig dtened by. lliiBi mtfts*. mor&nioiiey tfann 
Ihe moBar^ ai Niid 9t Baaoj avsr had i» Ids 
poftsossnni. Ptmdi was: at one tim&jai dependeivqf^ 
«f Nilu, Itut tiks mtiras hawBee^itiy: tbr<»nk off 
Ifae yol»y and. fanned tisemieiyeB into an inde* 
pendent, power p biifc.wbh tha* aoqiibilran o£ tbauB 
Mbertyfey soon lost the littlaae&aeLcf ligbtaad 
utrong^ iriii<A they <xncer hadv awdi hnvingi na 
leader for ^xHhunn they caved, and no fanv whish 
Miey dneyed^ tiiey ^thieiK off alii muumt q£ ro!* 
•teEdot, and ipom. xohbuig' eseh otfaw, Aefjp 
tamed: to piundecing: th& jtto^^ettj^ of iheff ni^g)^ 
houo, and'wayia^dn^ eievy unprolacted fitmnger 
or tiwffilleir tfaak had occaaian in pass. tfaBOdug^ 
their ooimtoy. The same mindy^ ontBagnonii 
mid tax^ulBD9t: 8|»Eit, and> despemle eendnct pcevaii 
among' th& natives o£ Fundi; to ihe pmasn^tune:;: 
and'similae acts e£ rapseity and violffiice. ane coot* 
aammated hyrthemevaiy ^y,.8o thattheiroomitigir 
is dreaded and^ shnnned by every* one .acquainted 
with their character and' habits^ EvmL amon^ 
Iheh' bad neighbouvS) these peopie ase regarded 
as the worst. in the world; butpeidii^the feara 
of stmngers and enemies cause them iao^ mi»^r^ 
sent^ and eiaaggerate the depcaxed. mannars; of tiie 
people.' of Fundi. 

^ This evening, the. king*s first meaeengi^rft^ 
tnKned:fiBom Inguftahilligee,. and has succeeifadix 
obtaining alarg&newcanoe for.oucuae,. whudLifeii 



^d < wHod wilt be aeMt 19 tli» w&t te Bdesiir 
as'soon as tJie (fseen'shail hme paii therpurohfuw 
imm&y to heat beothes, titeclii^ oi Wowom^. Wei 
kiuL nuch mAst borgBui for it oundisw^ b«t Iha 
4mme» •£ the meddiing^ JMSdlkk aM-impmoua, and 
It wonld not bepnident ea oup pait tei^ faaJkhce 
W8he8i*-¥ery umivell all day. 
' «JFVuiasr,^tl^«^2Qlft.— The widow 2bun&faM 
ieft & son vat Woukow, whe'i« abotit thirty yeai» of 
«^, and. 18 mtfiered to seaide: heve mkj beeauoi 
he is at yanattae with, his eaptiaua laotfaec, anA 
dbappniviaa aad condmiiiis all bar BMaauraa 13m 
yenskgman hasbeanaconstaiilidailj^nBitap tOtaM^ 
aiMl bangs* me aacaaieBa%«a dish of jpaunded yaaa 
md palia^oil, a fewgooBa mUa^^oeaoiaa BU(dk>tdIiai. 
M owt nsj^MBt he baa busied bimaej;^ «uYp«sia^9 
in endai^ouring to proeiire infonnatioftmqpecting 
ibe pap^SB of Mr. Pftrk. Though, neady blhid. 
Mk»ibr tiiatis his name) ia a handflame ami 
inteUigmil young man^^of an equable ten^ar, an^ 
#f a- mild, modeafi, and amiaUs> dispesitM»v whicb 
has* itndeted him a gceat fa¥4»iutte with vm^ 
Vkmu the infimnatien: \^ whieh he haA sii^plied 
«■, we loam that the lats King df Wowow, wha 
waa fitther to the pcesent luler, became posseaaad 
of much of Mr» Pack's pn^rty, amongst whick 
waa a great quantity of guna and ammttnition«^ 
paitioidariy mu^sot baU% whick we hai^e seen^ 
Befo»s this »oBBrch,'e diaecdution, he le&lt^em it 



t49 ^\Q OF IIIU P ARK*8 FOimO. (Chftp. xtt 

Se divided ftmongst his sonf* Abba ascertained' 
^terday that a ]argfe fat woman, belonging to the 
king, bad a great pillow which her deceased bus* 
band }iad snatched, amongst other things, from the 
Niger, near Boossii, and with which he had fled 
to Wowow, where he continued to reside till his 
death. This pillow^ as it is called, had perhapir 
been used for a seat, for it was covered with 
Ibullock's hide, and strengthened by ribs of iron ; 
but the covering having been worn into holes 
with age and use, it was yesterday pulled to 
|)ieces by its owner, who found it to be stuffed with- 
rags and cloth cut into small bits. In the 
eeiitre of the pillow, however, to the woman's 
surprise, she discovered a little bag of striped 
6atin, and feeling something like a book, as she 
toys within it, she was afraid to open it 
herself, but presently sent word to Abba of the 
eircumstance, who forthwith came and imparted 
it to me, bringing the little bag along with him. 
On opening it I found a little iron frame, round 
which had been wound, with much ingenuity and 
care, a great quantity of cotton thread, which 
encompassed it perhaps not less than ten thousand 
times ; and in consequence of its entangled state, 
it was provokingly troublesome to take off. Affixed 
to the little iron instrument, which is said to be li' 
ehild's handcuff of foreign manufacture, and under- 
neath the cotton, was an old manuscript, which 
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According to Abba's opinion is a nati?e charm'. 
But as I mistrusted his knowledge of the Arabie 
language, and doubted his ability to give a proper 
interpretation of the contents of the paper, in my 
own judgment, I was induced to believe it to be 
neither more nor less than a charm of some kind.. 
Therefore, I purcliased the manuscript, because it 
might be of greater consequence than I imagined, 
and because the bag in wliich it had been enveloped 
was of European satin, and the ink with which it 
had been written very diflerent from that which is 
used by the Arabs, resembling our own so closely, 
that the difference in the colour of both cannot be 
distinguished. We were advised by no means to 
intimate to the king the nature of Abba's in«- 
quiries, for the people are all afraid of him, and 
declare that if he knew of any individual that had 
fiecreted ever so trifling a part of Mr. Park's 
property, he would be beheaded without mercy. 

' I felt considerably better this morning, and 
therefore determined to remain no longer in Wo- 
wow, but to leave as soon as my horse should be 
got ready. Accordingly I went to the king to 
pay my respects and take my farewell of him be- 
fore my departure. I expressed my acknow- 
ledgments for the good reception and generous 
hospitality my brother and I had experienced from 
him and his subjects, and then requested permis- 
sion to take my leave. But the monarch was un- 



willii^g to rpavt «iritii me bd dasilyv andvcLetaiBed me 
jn lus oompan^ Tather longer sthan I liked, con* 
weiBiog on matters foreign to my purjaoae. I 
related to hini» at his own xequeat* an aocount of 
ihe power, the riches, and ^e glory of England 
and kept him in an ecstasy and silent wonder- 
inent for some time. ^^ Is all this true?" said 
the old man to Paskoe, who was «t my sideh. 
*^ It is true," answered Paskoe, '^ for I have seeB 
it." *' Wonderful people !" said the king. We then 
chatted for a long time about other thinga. Thi^ 
canoe, he observed, which he had procured for 
us, was an excellent one ; he much admired the 
^pearance of the horse lie had often seen w» 
jride, and said that, as that animal ooukl be of n^ 
sservice to us on the water, iie had no olijeGtion Xi> 
{exchange his excellent canoe for him ; and if one 
ahould be of greater value than the other, he 
would cheerfully give the difference in aowriea» 
provided we would consent to the same measure 
if the horse was of less value. All this I told 
Iiim was undoubtedly very fair, but as the Midiki 
herself had agreed to take all Ake trouble of 
making the bargain, it was useless on our parta 
to enter into any arrangements with him; in* 
jdeed he was candid enough to tell me so, yet 
he wished to beguile the time away as well a» 
he could, and he continued the conversation for 
.no other jpurposej whereas I was weary of It^ 
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and impsttiefOtto he :go»e, for ^ min mm alreafy 
Idgh, and the ^day pxamieed to be oppteflfiively 
liot. 

* Before I was suffered to leave Inm, howevexv 
lie endeavoured with enei^ to impress upoB 
jDvy mnd tSie high sense he ^dteitained of Eu* 
ropeans, who were so widely different, he said^ 
from the Arabs.; so inuch Innder, so much betf> 
ter, so much superior m every way. He loved 
white men of the west, beoaiue good fortune waft 
ahvays sure to attend their footsteps wherever 
tbey went ; all lands whidb they had visited had 
been blessed in litem; and he had no doubt that 
aUker our departure Wowow would be similarly 
ftvouied. He would pray to God, therefore, t^ 
prosper us in our undertaking, and he felt assured 
tltat we «hoidd reach our native country, and he 
riiould see -us at Wowow again befonc he died. 
Then thanking the old king again for the various 
kindnesses he had shown us, and likewise for his 
good mshes, which I returned fourfold, we shook 
hands heartiiy, and having taken my farewell, I 
Tode out of ^e city. 

* The journey was long and irksome^ and the 
weaker proved^ as we had prognosticated, in* 
expressibly wa«m.; but at three o'clock in the 
afternoon we entered and halted for awhile under 
a tree at a rural little village embosomed im 
magnificent trees, which is peopled with enu« 
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grants from Nouffie, and as I was exhauited 
t)y fatigue, and too uiiwell to travel further, we 
agreed to tarry here for tlie night. The poor 
harmless villagers, loving quiet and tranquillity 
rather than noise and disturbance, fled some fe^ 
years ago from the persecutions and exactions 
of the Magla,* and from all the horrors of a 
civil war, which was ravaging their country lii^e 
a consuming fire, and desolating all the most 
beautiful of her provinces, and sought refuge in 
this peaceful village, which lies in one of the most 
sequestered vallies in the world* They have now 
sons and daughters, who seem to enjoy with 
them the delights of privacy and retirement which 
they had been so solicitous to obtain ; for here 
these simple blessings are in their fullest perfec* 
tion. They seldom see the face of a stranger, 
because their hamlet is situated at a good dis- 
tance from the road-side, and because the way to 
it from thence is dark, difficult, and lonely ; never- 
theless a traveller sometimes strays to their dwell* 
ings, and when that is the case they receive him 
with hospitality, and endeavour to make him com-* 
fortable by kindness. A river flows near the 
village, which is said to be full of fish, and this 
is a source of employment to some of its in* 
habitants, and of advantage to all. The men are 
not only skilful fishermen, but they understand 
luisbandry as well as their neighbours ; they cultir 
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T}ate large quantities of grain, and grow beansy 
indigo, and yams in abundance. They likewise 
keep poultry, and have flocks of sheep and goats i 
^ that though their dress be poor and mean, yet 
tliey are rich as regards the necessaries of life, 
and have the means of enjoying a few of wh^tt 
are considered in this country as its luxuries. 
• * In the evening, when the sun was going down, 
and when the birds, recovering from the sultry 
heat of the day, had begun to warble in the cool* 
ness of evening, the elders of the village assem-* 
bled under the spreading branches of a noble 
tree to spend an hour or two in familiar chat^ 
ia pursuance of their common practice. To pro* 
mote their cheerfulness and assist their conversa^ 
tion, large calabashes of strong home-brewed beer 
were placed by the side of them. Having swallowed 
two or three large draughts, the old men drew 
dose to each other, and the venerable chronicler 
of the hamlet, in an under tone, started a conver- 
sation respecting their guest, the fearful white maa 
of the west ; and various and horrible were the con- 
jectures of each on the cannibalism of his country-* 
men; their mysterious supernatural powers, and 
their partiality for the blood of black men in par- 
ticular. Their conversation became more serious 
as the beer begun to operate on the old men, and 
as the dusk of evening came on, they drew still 
doser together ; their legs, which had before beea 
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flUetdied euk oaselMtly and con^ootebly ai foil 
liBgth on tile grouad^ were ttoir galhexod up.iaed» 
thear; and every novr and then ifaey ^eartnoed to^ 
look bade over their Moulders to ateal agiaiBce at 
me, fori was not fkitoff, but tiiis^only leemed io« 
inspire* tiiem vnAk greater fear than befoee. The 
younger natives were about this^ time retarmng t^ 
the'viflage ftom tiieiriiBual oeonpations' by the river 
aide, aoid in die fields^ and they stopped to join tlie 
company of the old men. The latter were almost 
naked', and the young men and girls were peifeedy^ 
80, as well as the children- of both sexes, whieh 
had been aUamcted to the party, and stood listen- 
ing to the talefr of horror which were related. 
Gne of our men had been sitting i^l the while 
v^th them, partaking of their beer, and had been 
silent till he conceived it almost time to retire, 
when he endeavoured to undeceive them in re*- 
gaard' to their opinion of the unnatural prepensitaes- 
of white men, and to- overthrow all the visions of 
bloody adventures whieh they had imbibed in their 
infancy, and cherished in their old age, and which- 
had this evening been strengthened almost to 
realities by my presence, assisted by l^e effects of 
the beer they had drunk. But their love for the 
marvellous could not so easily be eradicated fnun^ 
their minds, and they turned a deaf ear to Iub* 
ramarks. The children shunned my hut as if it 
ountained' a serpent or a* scorpion, and one or two* 



tif them that nut mR.hf aedden^, ttakted^ thoiL^ 
l<ioked rnkmnaify eagerly^ imd eatnalingly atiu^ 
for a moment, aftif overeoma:!]^. tenroi^.aad tfaemr 
ahrieked- aloud, and. van a««ay. 

* The^ldeeijic men of the village pex&rm m>ima»^. 
ner of work, but TOs^rveitfbr their chiidrenancL 
gmnd^hildv^, m^o labour far tiiam witkntva* 
laetaoee. Tho fonnev lounge wmij tkeic existence, 
chiefly under the large titte above-^mraitiaiied^ 
vrhNPe th^may be8aeQ.at alibomopof atfinedaiyy. 
sitting hi a» group,- the- 'vevy piotmo- of* indolenoB^ 
ease, peaoe, and comfort; and where tiiey dutfi 
away the hours' aa thoughtlessly as if tfaey Wiere to. 
live in thisvworld'fbr avor* They hsveno troublaa^ 
no difficulties^ and nO' luires t& interrupt thair 
enjoyment With what tranquillity and happineas* 
does their life pass away ! How smoothly and 
aaMSialy do^diey go* down- to the gra^v^l 

* Saturday, AuguBt'^l^i. — -We breakfastedeariy: 
this morning on a- cold fowl and yam, which was 
last night sent me by a blacksmith ; but we found 
it impossible to leave the village- as early as eouki 
have been wished, owing to a heavy shower whiob 
was falling. As soon as the rain had eeased^ we^ 
set out on our journey. Four men, sent by the 
kmg of Wowow, and three other individualst 
amongst whom was hi» brother; aecompanied ua^ 
to Boossft for eye-water, which they had induced a»: 
to pnKnise^them-by diebr importunities Mid. soHgi**; 

L 2 
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tations. Another man was in our train, who wa» 
the bearer of a present from the king of Wowow 
to his sister, the queen of Booss^ This present 
consisted of seven or eight yams, which are just 
the value of double the number of kidney potatoes 
in England I Thus attended we journeyed to the 
river side, which is only a short distance from the 
village. A large quantity offish had just been in- 
closed, which was announced by loud drumming 
from the fishermen, as a signal to their compa* 
nions at the hamlet to come and assist in securing 
them. The river happened to be rather shallow, 
but it was interspersed with dark projecting rocks, 
that would render it impossible for any one to pro- 
ceed even in a canoe either up or down the stream; 
yet we crossed it with little or no difficulty. 
. * We found the road to be overgrown with rank 
grass and luxuriant vegetation, and so intricate, 
that we were obliged to travel very slowly, and my 
horse stumbled and fell with me repeatedly. In 
crossing the next river, where there is a ferry, for 
the first time since we have been in Africa, we saw a 
mother beating her child very unmercifully. The 
woman was wild with passion, but we succeeded in 
reconciling her to the object of her cruelty. Between 
eleven and twelve o'clock we came in sight of the 
wals of Boossk ; it was raining, and one of our 
men, who had been sent by my brother for that 
purpose, met us on the road with a change of. 
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apparel for myself. I was rejoiced to find my 
brother perfectly recovered from his indisposition, 
and we felt as much pleasure in the meeting as 
friends that had long parted. On my entrance 
he was busily engaged in making preparations for 
bur voyage down the Niger. The king of Boossk's 
messenger is expected here in a day or two, when 
we hope and expect that everything will be settled 
to our satisfaction.' 
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CHAPTER Sit. 

JBcandilof the KiatiTM-— Treaty for a CADoe— Defeats .of 
the Falatahs at Catsheenah and Zaria — Measures of the 
King of Boossil for the fnture safety <Jf the Travellers — 

' A i tiC ees lor -obtftiBing Presents 'fromlhem — ^PreparatioiB 
for Celebrating the Mahomedani.Feriiifal— ^The^Kmg^ 
Drummer — ^The Horse Race, and the King's Speech — ^A 
troublesome Servant — Festivities at BoossH — The Eclipse 
—-Version of it by the Arab Priests — Effects on the Peo- 
ple — Messengers from Borgoo — Caffas — ^Mode of Prepar- 
ing them — Arrival of a Fatakie — The Ashantees* me- 
thod of killing Elephants — Married Slaves— Their Treat- 
ment — ^Permission for Departure requested — ^El Kanemee 
the Arab — The King assents to the Travellers leaving 
Boossil — The Messenger from Rabba with the King's 
Son— Joy of the King of Boossa at his arrival — Opinion 
of his general conduct towards the Travellers. 

Monday, August 23rd. — It was the earnest and 
oft-repeated desire of the chief of Wowow, while 
•we resided in his town, that we should return from 
Boossk and spend the approaching holiday with 
him, to which we thought proper to accede ; in- 
deed the old man had hehaved so well to us, that 
we did not like to make him^an ungrateful return. 
But his sister, the Midiki, is already jealous of her 
brother, because, perhaps, we have given him sa 
good a character, and she says that she is appre- 



iieimrefhe raay^pmsme Tfiromms more ihan «he k 
wySmgtibiHt he should hasre:; .aad«o she has ncft 
tcttly set lier/hu]diand'Biiikid.agBiiiBt the measnxe, 
tmt.iAe'has slander^ and de£smed die charaGter of 
^«r bFoter to ^us most siiamd^Iy. 

This isipositiye^j the wnistinrastiii^the ohacaOf 
Iter of 'the qaeen, for in othi»r respects 'sfae is an 
mniatile good kind of woman enough. In mete 
civilized, or rather moce polished counlFies, 
«mong the Teasonabie port of mankiBd, a mu^ 
tnal interchange of henevnleBt mtentions pcD^^' 
duces a redprocity of iLmdiferiiag, andwewoulfl 
^bope that. the .piesent of yams from her brotfaar 
:^voijdd excite ihe Mid&ld'a .mBa» (gen^aus and 
oiflketionate 4ieniimento for him.' Yet this do- 
cpioabte ^oe of slander is universal in Afnea;; 
the feopkd idl speak ill «if each sdier, irom the 
monarch to the slave. We shall .now be coni- 
^lled to ramainiin fiooB6i^ . till ithe period amvejs 
for our final departuxe fiomithe country. 

lliis afternoon the wipeatiedrniessen^Br arrived 
inm Wowow, with foil pflwercto treat with the 
Jfidiki for. the pnrefaaas. of our canoe ; and thougb 
awe are 'tfie* parties most-eoncemedin ihis bustnes^, 
vpeare aUowadto^svyaia&ing^ati'aU dboiitJt. We 
have just learnt tfaat^^e bargain has -been cani^ 
tibded*; we are to giiPe both^onr horses for 'the 
«anoe'; and if the king -of Wowow ^ould fanoj 
liie animals to-be more ^n equradent rto the 
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value of the boat, he has promised to send us the 
balance in money (cowries). This is infinitely 
.better than we could have done ourselves; we 
■should not have contrived matters half so well, for 
the youngest of the horses we had previously 
made a present of to the king of Boossli, but most 
likely, owing to Paskoe's misrepresentation, or 
misinterpretation, the monarch was not made sen« 
4iible of the circumstance. The canoe will be sent 
-here in a day or two, when we shall begin to pre* 
pare her for the water without delay. Our men 
have made an attempt to drive the bullock, which 
ivas given us by the king of Wowow, from that city 
to Boossd, no less than four different times, but 
^ach time the ungovernable and furious animal has 
4>roken its ropes, gored the people and returned to 
Wowow. As we have no means of preserving 
its flesh, should we slaughter the bullock before we 
leave, we intend to sell it here, if by any means it 
can be brought into the town. 

Tuesday, August 2Mh, — Accounts have reached 
B00SS& of the total discomfiture of the Fal&tahs 
in the kingdom of CiUsheenah^ where, it is said* 
there has lately been much fighting; and that 
every Fal&tah has been expelled from the city of 
Catslieenah, which had been occupied by that sin- 
gular people, ever since the first successes of their 
prophet and general, Danfodio. Doncassk, who 
is the true and legitimate king of H jtussa, has been 
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solicited to quit MaradUy wherein he has resided 
for many years, and invited to return to his an* 
cient capital 

The reverses of the Fal&tahs have not ended 
here, for the people of the little hut fertile king* 
dom of Zaria, of which Zeg Zeg is the capital, 
have also, with the assistance of the BomouesCi 
risen against their conquerors, defeated them in 
two or three engagements, driven out the Faldtahs^ 
and returned to the allegiance of their own na- 
tive Prince, who was formerly, and will he again» 
tributary to the sheikh of Bornou* Zaria is not 
in H&ussa, but adjoins that country ; the natives 
also have a different language from the people of 
H^us^a.. It appears that tlie faith and confidence 
which the FaUtahs had in the prophetic mission of 
Danfodio, and which infused in them a degree of 
boldness, courage, and impetuosity, which is not 
natural to their dispositions, has not been extended 
to Bello, his son and successor, and to this is attri- 
buted the serious reverses and defeats which they 
have lately experienced ; for though they considered 
themselves invincible, they are constitutionally as^ 
spiritless and cowardly in war, and as indolent in 
peace, as the original inhabitants. 

The sheikh of Bomou has recently issued a pro* 
clamation, that no slaves from the interior coun« 
tries are to be sent for sale farther west than 
Wowow, so that none will be sent in future fron]^ 



Aienee to ilm sea^ride. ^e greirteet «nd meet 
praifit«bl« 4imilGet-fmr ^anres ifr Md ^heut Tiva^ 
buctoo, whither their owners at preseat ^Inaispoil 
fitemiio Mll^'Aie Aiabs, wlio take ^^em omir Ihe 
dfiiertff^of Kafaara-and Liby«, to.rofiell m Ite Bar* 
bary fltates. An Arab 'has informed us that many 
itf his eooi^qmiefn trade as ittt as Turkey in 
Burope, with their slaRpes, where 4;hey divpose'of 
Aem'fer'two bundiedand ffiy dollars ^eadi. 

lPe<ii»e$£ia;^, Aug. 2&lft.— We dnpatohed one of 
0«r nieii, named IbraiBni, this momtng, ioCouIfd^ 
wilii our ass, and a quantity of needles %o -seH. 
Wi^ 4iiai >lhe Isang 'has <fient a nxeasenger, win bas 
l«en ^OBunisaioned 46 wmit n^l the towns and 
idttagescm the Nonffie side of the 'Quorra, is far 
as the IPatttah town of Re^bu^ luid to ^request 
fcetr <^»e^ and go^emors^ in the- mme of the 
Isngcof SooBsli, to snffor us to ipoaa down the 
merwHliout inquiry or raoletftatton. 
' ilabba dspepoitedtobeibur^ys' journey iron 
henee byiwaftonr, and seven by land. ^ It is «aid't» 
bd>a 'fine handsome town, ivbose inhabitants are 
^h} 'Vumevous, and powerful, -and that it is em^ 
Mlishad^all'tomidijnth A^vwt quantity elf graeeM 
palm-trees. Indssd, all lixe palm-c^ -whi^h it 
vaed in >thiB ^country is brought <liom -■ thenoe 7 and 
BufvpeoB «aAt i% brought horn towns % litti^ 
ittther down the Niger, so that iRabba^cannot be 
a gseot way ifvofla the sea. ^a old frinae of 



Wowow mtend^ fbllowmg .tbe .example pf -the 
<king of this place, by dfispatoihiiig >a messenger 
AA-far down the Yarriba side of 1^ liver as he is 
acquainted with. Should any of the chie& he 
wozse to vour ttravelling by water through their 
territories^ they may have it in their -power ti^ 
annoy us and impede our progress, hut if the 
measure should please them« they wiU be abie t» 
Tender us the most essential ^sewice. The Fal4T 
tabs will be the most difficult people totdeal with^ 
tkey never appsrav<e of a foreigner or stranger of 
Qonsequenee coming into their dominions, unless 
'beoimBBBt to visit their monarch at .Soccatoc^ 
^e intended passing Rabba by night and b» 
■nroid meeldng with any of its inhabitants; but 
IbBW^ as they will receive intell^ence of the exact 
period of our departure from Booss^.and our con^ 
sequ^fit approach to their town, it is useless t0 
ibink of shunning them. We never dreamt of 
xeqilesting«uch<a thing from the king; in fact it 
met with our decided disapprobation.; but ho 
would not listen to our objections, and «ob» 
ftenFed that no exertion should be spared on his 
part to ensure our safety and promote our in> 
tuitions, whicb he could not promise before \m 
liad dffioiany acquainted the different chiefs on i^a 
banks of the river that the white, men were undof 
His protection,. and had set out under liis auspiceB». 
and^thev€faie.he ^ped and helifiViBd that our per^ 
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Bons would be respected, and our property and 

people held sacred by them all. The messenger 

is not expected to return for a fortnight, for the 

journey is long and disagreeable ; but whether 

we shall be obliged to wait till he comes back, 

we have not yet ascertained. 

Friday y August 21th. — ^This forenoon we sent 
Paskoe's wife to the king for the favour of a little 
Unadulterated salt, because there is such a great 
quantity of ashes and other spurious ingredients 
mixed up with that which is publicly sold in the 
market, that we could never eat it with pleasure. 
Both king and queen embraced the opportunity of 
admiring the shape and beauty of the salt-box, 
tind spoke in rapturous terms of the lustre of its 
appearance, and the ingenuity of its contrivance. 
* Alia, how wonderful !' said they ; ' even the most 
trifling articles belonging to the white men are 
fit for the use of the mightiest kings. Alas ! Alia 
has given them all the glory and riches of the 
world, and its knowledge, and left none whatever 
for black men !' 

The king was affected! He thrust the vessel 
into the pocket of his tobe, smoothed it down 
i/?ith his hand, looked melancholy, and said: 
^ How nicely it fits ! what a beautiful thing i how 
convenient it would be in travelling.' He then 
took it out again, turned it round and round* 
opened and shut it repeatedly, and then bestowing 
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on it a last commendation, as outrageously as any 

of the former, it was returned to us filled with 

genuine salt. Who could not understand the 

meaning of all this ? Now this handsome salt-cellar 

is of latten, and was formerly a common round 

tinder-hox ; and because we had nothing better for 

the purpose, we deprived it of the candlestick on 

its cover a short time ago, and converted it to its 

pYesent use. The tin, moreover, has been burnt 

off from many parts of it, and Paskoe's wife noi 

being an admirer of cleanliness, it has lost much 

of its original brightness. The king's encomiums 

were therefore nothing more than an indirect and 

ingenious solicitation of the article for his own use,* 

which was further apparent by desiring the woman 

to relate to us no part of the conversation that 

had passed between them, or in other words,. 

that she should tell us every syllable. We could 

not help admiring the delicacy of the king, and 

sent back the tinder-box to him immediately. The- 

bearer was rewarded handsomely for her trouble, 

and we received as many thanks as when he ac-r 

cepted the silver medal and chain which we had 

offered him. 

It is by such means as this that the chiefs 
and rulers of this country, ashamed of making a. 
direct application for anything in our possession 
to which they may have taken a fancy, endea* 
your to obtain it. If, however, the hint does 



wit succeed in making a viBihie.imiveaeion,.le8s 
delicate measures are poesentiy oeaaxted to ; and,. 
whsn eveiy oUier expedient faiW» they cast aside 
the reserre and baahfulnen which had influ- 
<<nced, them at. first, and expvesa their meaning 
hi Ismgtiage which cannot be misundemtood* Is 
this respect the' chiefs and ga^emoxs axe aUi^ika 
firom. Badagry to the metasopolis of Ykooiie. 

Ttteadoffi, August SlsL — A messeng^ with a 
4Sanoe arrived to-day from the king q£ Wowow» 
hut it is 80 very small that it is whoUy inadequate 
fcr our purpose. This is a most piovokii^ cir- 
aumstance^ because a* larger canoe must be pso- 
cured, and this will occasion much, loss of fcime« 
Between tlie chief of Wowow and his sister, ther 
Midlki, we have been completely taken, isu. 
Boats of a considemble size^. are kept, it is said^ 
at a small town on the banks of the Niger, called 
Lever^ and thither we have resolved to poo* 
«eed as soon as die Boosa& messenger shall faaive 
returned from Rabba, and get a canoe prepared 
with as much ocpeditioa as possible. The: hoiseft 
given in exchange to the prince of Wowow: 
•are large, handsome, and superior animals, worth, 
in England at least sixty pounds,, and their value 
here is little less ; yet this canoe, which has been 
sent us is scarcely worth, as many pence. There is. 
infinitely more difficulty, and greater bustle and 
4iscu8sion in simply purchasing a canoe, here, than 



4&ere would be In- Buropeki' dnHvmg op n treaty 
ef peace, or in detennining tiie boiaidkvies of an 
^mpire^ such vast importaace do the p8«plie attadi 
4to the moBttriflmg mattera- in^ the worid* 

A man also aarrived in tfaia^ city to-day fmn « 
^o\m near Jenna^ in Yamfoa, vi^dier the king 
liad sent him 'some time sdnoe. JHe rspovta that 
a'vessel haa lately arrived' at Blftdftgry^ and by ther 
nian^s account, she is in all probability a skvev 
either from the Havana, or from the Braralls* 

This is the eve of the much talked of Ma* 
homedan festival, and the inhabitants of the neigh- 
bouring towns and villages,* resolving to enjoy 
Ihemselves in the holidays, are already resorting 
here in great numbers. The disposition of every 
«ne appears to be softened into good nature, fay 
the bare anticipalaon of the fisstivalv and joy beams 
from their countenances. l%e very dogs, which 
at other times receive unwind treatment,, and 
are always badly used, now run about wagging 
their tails with an air of cheerfuiness and courage 
which they assume only on such important oc- 
easions as these, for they are days> of grace and 
respite to them, poor brutes. Men and women, 
elated with the thoughts of the pleasure which 
awaits them to-morrow, are enjoying tAiemseives 
in singing and dancing, and are seen talk- 
ing and laughing in every comer; while tho 
younger children) quite mdied, are as frolicsome 
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as their grandmothers, and are either rolling on 
the ground or skipping along the turf like ' little 
playful fawns.' On this extraordinary and mo* 
mentous occasion, a hullock nearly half grown 
has heen slaughtered hy the Midlki, to supply the 
wants of the good people of Boossk, and those of 
a great influx of strangers and visiters, so that 
every one who. can afford it may huy^and eat 
There has heen also in the market a more than 
usual quantity of corn and rice, — ^indeed nothing 
is wanting to please the taste, and satisfy the 
appetite of all, and to render the festivities 
and rejoicings complete. 

A circumstance, however, occurred this morn- 
ing, which threw a damp and chill on the 
spirits of the king, and threatened to turn a 
day of gaiety and enjoyment into one of mourn- 
ing and sorrow. It appears that a few weeks 
since, our quondam host, the drummer, was 
guilty of criminal conversation with the wife of 
the king's eldest son, who is governor of a town 
a few miles from Boossd, and since the affair 
{lappened, he has not visited the city till to-day. 
Nothing iQTOuld either have heen said or done to 
the drummer by way of censure or punishment* 
if he had not, like rakes of whiter faces, boasted 
pf his gallantry, and spoken in disrespectful terms 
of his paramour. When this had reached the 
ears of the elderly females of the town, in order 
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to vindicate the honour of their sex, and chastise 
the calumniator, they arose in a body, waylaid 
the unfortunate musician, and applied their handd 
and fists so vigorously to his face and person, that 
he will remember the drubbing as long as he 
lives. On the arrival of the prince to-day, hb 
sought the drummer to slay him, for he felt his 
character injured and his honour tarnished ; and 
therefore commanded his attendants to lay violent 
hands upon him the moment they could find hinK 
Now the drummer had recovered from the effects 
of the women's punishment, and was exercising 
his profession outside the king's house, totally 
absorbed in the inspiring music of his instrument, 
when by the sudden appearance of the prince be* 
fore him, he started as though he had been in the* 
folds of a serpent. He was self-convicted, and^ 
trembled with fear ; he knew and felt that nd' 
time was to be lost, so uttering a faint cry, he 
sprang from the spot, fied from the presence of 
his enemy, drum and all, and ran with astonishing 
celerity towards a corn-field, where he endea-^ 
Toured to elude the vigilance of his pursuers. 
But his instrument was large and clumsy, and 
becoming entangled in the corn-stocks, he wail 
confused and perplexed, and lost much time ill 
casting it from him. Meantime he was chased by 
the prince's servants, who were all armed with 
large heavy bludgeons, and by them he was soon 

VOL. II. M 
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oveitoken. These ap(>lied theiir .weapons with 
such good h€art, and bo effeetually, on the person 
.^f the licentious, sin&il drummer, that his head 
was hroken, his countenance di^gured, his hands 
And arms raodered powerless, and the other parts 
4>f his body almost pammelled to a mummy. 
When they were tired of thdir task, the men de- 
listed from further punishment; and the drummer, 
covered with hlood, by the assistance of people 
Ihat were passing near at the time, dragged his 
limbs after him to the Idng^s house. Here he 
made a long and ^dievous complaint to his 
master, who compassionated the musician, and 
was so infuriated against his son, that he com- 
manded his servants to behead him instantly. 
The monarch, however, was restrained from re- 
peating this sanguinary mandate by the supplica- 
iions of his principal people, who had sided with 
the prince, and now attempted to justify his con- 
duct, and together with every woman in the place, 
more especially his own wife, declared that the 
drummer richly deserved the chastisement which 
he had received. The wounded man refused at 
fisst to be comforted, but he was at length 
appeased by the .condol^ice and encouraging 
words of the king, who has made him a present of 
a handsome tobe ; and thus the affair was compro- 
mised, and joy again reigned in BoossSi. 
.Wednesday i Sepiember l.< — Day was drawing 
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to a close, and eTening fast approaching) when the 
king came ont of his residence to show himself to 
iiis people. He was attended by a number of his 
head men, with whom he perambidated the town; 
and afterwards proceeded outside the gates ta 
ofier up a short prayer with diem to the gods of 
his religion, for he is still a pagan, as all hb 
fathers were, though he employs Mahomedan 
priests to pray for his welfare, and intercede wi1& 
their prophet in his behalf, agreeably to their form 
of worship. Several musicmns were in attendanee 
with drums, fifes, and long Arab trumpets of brass ; 
these men preceded their sovereign, and played 
lustily on their instruments all the while he was 
returning to his house. He shortly came out again, 
and rode slowly up the race-course, attended by 
people of both sexes most uncouthly dressed, 
singing and dancing before him, and followed by 
a party of wellnlressed men mounted on mettle- 
some horses, and equipped as if for war. On otir 
saluting him, the monarch stopped and sent us 
a goora-nut, which, on such an occasion as this, 
is considered as a mark of great condescensiol^, 
and a sign of peculiar favour; and he stayed 
opposite us at least ten minutes, to give us a fair 
opportunity of admiring his grandeur, and divert- 
ing ourselves by the froliosome gambols of his 
attendants. Smiling at our wonderment, and gra- 
tified with the respect we paid him by discharging 
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our pistols close to his person, he nodded and 
passed on. The king was mounted on a fine 
handsome grey horse, sumptuously caparisoned; 
.while he himself is a noble and commanding 
figure on horseback, and was dressed extremely 
well, in a red cap and large turban of the same 
colour, a silk damask tobe of green and crimson, 
made full and flowing, red cloth trousers and 
Arab boots. Groups of well-dressed individuals 
were seated under every tree with spears, quivers 
of arrows, long bows, and ornamented cows' tails. 
Ihese latter were flourished about as the people 
sang; their owners threw them high into the air, and 
danced at the same time in the most extraordinary 
manner, and flung their limbs about as though 
they had been actuated by a supernatural power. 
Every one was exhilarated and in motion, — 
both horseman and footman, woman and child. 
The musicians also, not satisfied by making the 
whole of Boossii echo with the most grating and 
outrageous sounds conceivable, both sung, or 
rather screamed and danced, twisting their mouths, 
with their exertions, into all manner of wry and 
comical shapes. The spectacle altogether was odd 
and grotesque beyond description, and such an one 
could never enter into the dreams or waking 
.visions of an European. Guns were fired by 
the king's followers, and other obstreperous 
and astounding noises were made by the peopl^. 



Cliap.ZII.] A HORSE-RACE. 165' 

Never did we see the king in a happier 'mood ; his 
satisfaction seemed to be quite complete. He 
smiled graciously on all around him ; and bestowed 
Txiany an arch and significant look upon us, as if 
he would have said, ^ Can your sovereign boast 
so splendid a retinue as mine, or display so much 
regal splendour V 

■ The ceremony was long and fatiguing ; and 
though the king was screened from the sun's rays 
by two large ponderous umbrellas, and though two 
men were standing by, constantly fanning him, yet 
perspiration stood in large drops upon his fore- 
liead, and he appeared nearly exhausted. After 
our curiosity had been amply gratified, the king 
rode away, preceded by his singing and dancing 
women, his musicians, his bowmen, and his spear* 
men, with all their noise and clamour, and instantly 
began to make preparations for a horse-race. The 
course was short, rough, and uneven, and the com« 
petition between the riders by no means animated. 
Indeed the race was of short duration, and very in- 
ferior to the horse-racing of ^either Ki&ma or Wb» 
wow. The king is a graceful rider, and displayed 
his horsemanship to much advantage by galloping 
up and down the course ; and, owing to his advan- 
tageous stature, his appearance was very becoming. 
The sun was then setting, and as soon as he had 
disappeared, the amusements ceased. The people, 
both strangers and inhabitants, were then collected 
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togetiier before the king's house, for the puipose 
of heanng an oiatioii from their raonarcii; for, in 
pnraasiice of an ancieiit and established practice, 
the king of Booss^ aniuially liarangues Us people 
on the oelebratioii of this festival. The sovetreign 
is at least a head taller than any of* Ms subjects, 
so that he was a remarkable and conspicuoas ob« 
ject to every one of Ids au^enee; If such a com- 
parison may be ventured on, the comemenc^nent 
of his speech was in its nature not much unlSce 
that ddivered on the opening of parliament by his 
Majesty of England. The king of Booask began 
by assuring his people of the int^nial tranquillity 
of the empire, and of the friendly disposition of 
foreign powers towards him. He then exhorted 
his hearers to attend to the cultivation of the soil» 
to work diligently, and live temperately ; and con* 
chided with an injunction for them all to be ab* 
stemious in the use of beer. He declared that too 
much indulgence in it was the source of much evil 
and wretdiedness, and the cause of most of the 
quarrels and disturbances that had taken place in 
the city. * Go ; retire to rest soberly and cheer- 
fully/ said the king, ' and do as I have requested 
you, when you will be an example to your neigh- 
bours, and win the good opinion and applause of 
mankind.' The kkig's speech lasted for three* 
quarters of an hour. He spoke vehemently and 
vnth much eloquence ; his language was forcible. 
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and impresflive, and hia acticm ap|Hropriale and- 
ccMnmaiiding 5 and he dismissed the assembly with 
a graceful and noble air. Instead of a sceptre 
the monarch flourished the tuft of a lion's tail. 

While the king was haranguing his subjects, 
and while all of them were listening with respect 
and attention to the preeepto of morality and virtue. 
which he recommended, two of our own men, one* 
of whom was intoxicated, were fighting and blus-^ 
tering, and making a great uproar among the 
ptfsoplb: my brother endeavoured to separate them^. 
but all his efforts were unavailing and abortive, 
and he only received severe blows on the breast^ 
for his pains. The £^ht was observed by the king, 
who seemed distressed and angry, and rode up to^ 
the men three different times, and commanded them. 
to forbear and be quiet, but his interference was- 
regarded with no more respect than my brother's, > 
My brother and I, peroeivii^ that the principal; 
of the fellows would not be pacified by any other 
loeans, gave directions that he might imme- 
diatdy be secured. But the people of Boossa 
are gentle and compassionate in their disposition, 
and they not only regretted that the man was to 
receive punishment, but were actually afraid to 
come near him, for he was wild as a maniac, and. 
our own men were obliged to lay hold of him, and. 
attempted to bind him with ropes. This was no 
easy matter, for he struggled hard with them; 
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but after an hour's desperate resistance, they 
succeeded in securing him, and he was subse- 
quently confined in irons for the night, much 
against the wishes of the king and his people. 
This individual, whose name I forbear to mention, 
is a mulatto, and was bom in the British colony 
of Nova Scotia, from whence he was removed in 
his childhood, with his parents, to Sierra Leone. 
While yet a boy, he was sent to sea ; and before 
he had attained to maturity, he had filled the 
different characters of a slave, a seaman, a pirate, 
and the master of a vessel. He afterwards volun- 
teered into the British navy, and became a man* 
of- war's man; but for a serious misdemeanour, 
he was flogged through the fleet in the Mediter- 
ranean, and deserted in consequence. We found 
him at Baddgry, where he had suffered a fort* 
night's imprisonment, by order of Adooley, for 
theft. AVhen we first saw him, he told us a long 
and pitiful story, of his having been bom a 
British subject, but falling sick on board of a 
merchant vessel, which was trading on the coast, 
he was set on shore about five years ago by orders 
of his captain, and from that time up to the period 
of his joining our party at Badligry, he had been 
a slave to Adooley, for the captain had left him to 
his fate. As we knew the man would be extremely 
useful in a canoe, to the management of which 
He has been accustomed from liis in&ncy, and that 
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lie also understood the cleaning and repairing of 
guns, besides oUier useful matters, and as we 
likewise believed his artful tale, we obtained the 
consent of the Bad&grian chief, whose slave he 
was, to part with him, provided we would pledge 
ourselves to bring him back with us in safety. 
In Yarriba, we could by no means complain of his 
general conduct ; he was always willing to do 
everything we required of him, and was by far the 
most diligent and useful man of the party. At 
Boossa and at YJioorie, however, his evil pro- 
pensities and bad conduct began to display them- 
selves: he became idle, drunken, and careless, 
and purloined several little articles, which, in* 
trinsically, were of no value ; but in the reduced 
state of our finances, they were of great conse<- 
quence to us. Besides which, he is one of the 
most abandoned creatures in the world; and it 
was a common practice with him to absent him* 
self from our party several days together, so that 
we saw nothing of him, and when he returned, was 
accompanied by complaints from the native wo* 
men. This man's conduct has given us botli much 
uneasiness, anxiety, and apprehension ; we scarcely 
know what to do with him, he is so profligate and 
vicious : we thought of sending him back to Yarriba 
by a party of men who will leave hence for Kee- 
shee in a day or two, but they dread the thoughts 
of his company, and refuse to take him along 
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with them for any consideratiDn. He has already 
threatened the lives <^ more than one of our men, 
and they begin to fremble with i^yprehension for 
their personal safety. In his sober moments he 
is qui^ orderly, and goodntiatured ; and it is only 
when his farious passiosia are excited by dnv^dngy 
that he becomes altogether ongoTemablev and 
displays all his fiend-like disposition^ to the 
danger of omr * livea« We . are likewise- appre- 
hensive that the natives of the country will enter* 
tain but a despicable opinion of us, when they 
reflect upon the outrageous ccmdnct of this man, 
for his features are cast in the European mould ; 
he dresses in the English costume, like ourselves; 
he speaks our language with readiness, and writes 
it with facility. 

Thursday, September 2nd. — ^Yesterday was con« 
sldered as a day of amusement and reereation for 
men on horseback only; but this has been de*- 
voted almost exclusively to dancing and singing, 
and other trifling diversions, which are more 
generally relished by people of all ranks, and of 
both sexes. At an early hour in the morning, the 
people of the city, with musicians in their train, 
assembled in large groups, and continued pasid* 
ing . the streets all day, and singing and dsmeing 
were kept up without intermission till four o'clock 
in the afternoon. Nothing could surpass the 
hilarity and. general good humour which prevailed 
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among^ the people during the day. The features* 
of every one were animated with joy. Theirs was 
no ordinary mirth ; for heing naturally of a warm*^' 
hearted, sanguine disposition, they entered into> 
the sports of the day whh a ferveacy which dis* 
played itself in all manner of extraordinary tricks, 
gestures, and moYements. This was a hotiday for 
all, from the king to the meanest of his subjects. 
The old seemed to have forgotten their weight of 
years, the young knew no restraint, and those who 
before had talked of love in secret, now openly 
exchanged with each other 

^ Quips and cranks, and wanton wiles, 
Nods and becks, and wreathed snules.* 

A short relaxation from this tumultuous pas- 
time was now obtained by some in making pre** 
parations for joining the king's party, which waa 
fast collecting at his house. Such diversions as 
theirs, so highly exciting and gratifying, are^ 
nevertheless wearisome to the strongest frame, 
and in this sultry climate must be particularly 
80 to them; When they had all assembled, they 
presented a singular, grotesque, and striking ap^ 
pearance. A cluster of between sixty and seventy 
Fal&tahs, men, women, and children, were some" 
standing and some sitting in front of the door-way, ' 
leading to the interior apartments. Their dresses 
were remarkably clean, neat, varied, and becoming; 
the long black hair of the wwnen was ingeniously 



1^2 FALATAHar. [Chap. XII. 

and prettily braided, and confined in nets and 
caps ; and their flowing garments of striped cotton 
awept along the ground : the men wore red caps, 
loose white tobes, and full trousers ; and their 
little children were pleasingly clad and decorated 
with all the finery and ornaments which their 
parents had been able to bestow on them. These 
well-looking Faldtahs formed the most interest- 
ing and agreeable assemblage of the whole; 
they had likewise more vivacity in their looks, 
and more quickness of action than any of their 
companions. To the right of them, in an en- 
closure of mud, was seated the Queen of 
Booss^, dressed loosely, though not inelegantly, 
in rich English silks^ as spectatress of the amuse- 
ments ; behind her were the king's oth^r wives, 
and her own female slaves, who were pretty nume- 
rous. They formed also a cleanly, decent group, 
inferior only to the former. On each side of the 
Faldtahs, and behind them, was a great number of 
other spectators, of all ranks, many of whom were 
standing, and many sitting on the turf and re* 
dining against the trunks of trees. Most of 
the men were clad in the Mahomedan costume, 
with cap, tobe, and trousers ; and the majority 
of the women were dressed in neat and durable 
country- cloths, which were carelessly thrown over 
the left shoulder, and reached to the ground, 
leaving the right arm and shoulder, and part of 
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the right leg« uncovered. A few among them, 
however, wore common Manchester cottons, of a 
large, showy, and vulgar pattern, which were ii:>- 
finiteiy surpassed by their own country cloth. 

Although the king had not made his appear- 
ance, the amusements were canied on with much 
animation ; and the dancers, far from being tired, 
seemed to imbibe fresh vigour and renewed ac- 
tivity ; whilst the drummers, eight in number, with 
a fifer as an assistant, continued playing to them. 
A man first started from the crowd with a bundle of 
rushes in his hand, like a German broom, which 
he flourished over his head with inconceivable 
dexterity. After dancing awhile, he was joined 
by two Faldtah women, who imitated his actions, 
and partook of his glee. One of them held a 
little girl by the hand ; and the whole four indi- 
viduals, man, women^ and child, continued the 
dancing till they were completely fatigued, when 
they were succeeded by another party of three or 
four, and then another in like manner, so that 
there was not a moment's pause in the dance at 
any time. They kept good time with tlie music 
and singing. But instead of the quick, lively mo- 
tion which is generally observed on similar occa- 
sions, the dancers moved with a slow and measured 
step, in which there was nothing unbecoming or 
improper, and all seemed consistent with the 
rules of delicacy. For want of a proper fan, th/s 



females need neat round mate of various colcrais ; 
and it afforded us no little entertamment to see 
them placed before the mouth wliasever ^ they 
wished to hide their fiices, or attempt to conceal 
their laughter. 

Meanwhile, the king was expected by every 
'One with much anxiety and impatience, for as yet 
he had not been present to witifcees the diversicms 
of his people ; and i( was not till past four in the 
afternoon that he showed himself from one of 
his huts. His arrival was weleomed by a spirited 
rally upon the dnims, while he took his seat on 
a stool between the queen's station and the grou^ 
of Faldtahs, and perceiving us among the crowd, 
he invited us to place ourselves near his person. 
Several attendants who had followed their master 
stood on each side of him, forming, if it may so be 
called, a * guard of honour/ One of these men 
held two large bundles of spears, whose points or 
barbs were confined in caps of burnished brass, 
on which he rested his head with much solemnity, 
and with a slight inclination of the body; while 
from his temples was suspended a huge md 
enormous hat, made either of grass or rushes, 
which reached to the ground, and covered him 
like a shield. Others held loose bundles of spears, 
fans, and arrows, with the two prodigious Arab 
•trumpets which have before been casually alluded 
la Thus attended, the king entered into the 
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spirit of tke performances with a iheny heart, aad 
a determination to be pleased \nth l3mm. He 
appeared to be by far the most delighted specta- 
tor of the whole, and signiied his approbation fay 
encouraging words and glances to Ihose who 
danced or sung to his satisfad^on. A cheerfid 
smile fmimated his countenanoe duxing the whole 
time, and caused his ieatureato assume an expres- 
sion of good humour which it is a particular 
custom in him never to dis|day so fully except 
on occasions of public festivity and enjoyment, 
though he is one of the pleasantest and besi- 
tempered men that we have met with in Africa. 

There was an elderly female who danced alone 
before the king, and by the peculiarity of her 
looks, and her ludicrous and uncommon gestures, 
afforded us very great amusement. Thisfwoman 
IS a tall, awkward, masculine, and uncomely figure ; 
yet she endeavoured to look so sevioiu at the same 
time with so arch a countenance, and with a half- 
averted glance smiled with so much artfulness and 
loving-kindness on her sovereign and his attend- 
ants, dancing at the same time with such an extra- 
^nrdinary motion of her person, that she obtained 
universal applause. This was a fair challenge to 
the king ; and as soon as she had finished, the 
monarch himself arose and stepped into the ring 
to display his acquirements in the art. Every one 
stood on his legs, out of respect to their sovereign. 
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as well to applaud his dancing, as to obtain a fairer 
opportunity of beholding his person ; and a great 
press was made by the crowd in consequence, that 
they might gain a better view of him. The king 
moved with much stiffness and stateliness, which is 
at all times unbecoming in a dance; but the 
populace expressed their admiration of his abilities 
in shouts of joy, and certainly his attempts to 
please and amuse them deserved the full extent of 
applause. To us, however, it does not appear that 
Nature, which has been so bountiful to this be- 
loved monarch in other respects, has fitted him for 
so active an amusement as this; for though his 
size ajpproaches to the majestic, though he walks 
and rides with equal ease, and though the exercise 
by no means requires the greatest flexibility of body, 
his dance to us at least was a complete failure; fot 
he has a foot which may be compared to that of a 
dromedary in point of size, and his toe is anything 
but ' light and fantastic' When his first dance, 
which was much the same as that performed by his 
people, was concluded, the king began a second 
by imitating the canter of a native horse when 
going to war. This, as may be supposed, was an 
inexpressibly odd and whimsical experiment, but 
it lasted a short time only ; for in a very few 
minutes he disappeared from the spectators by 
cantering into one of his huts, followed by the 
cheers of admiration and the acclamations of every 
one present. 
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. The sun liad now set, and with the departure of 
the prince the singing and dancing ceased for the 
erening ; nevertheless all the people patiently 
awaited his return to the spot. Now, of all the cele- 
brated dancers in the country, none can excel or 
equal the king of Wowow in grace, elegance, and 
vivacity ; and the fame of his skill in this amuse- 
ment, which is thought so much of in this country, 
is gone abroad into all lands : every one, even his 
enemies, acknowledge his superiority in this polite 
accomplishment ; and the envious and malicious 
are compelled to own that he is without a rival 
from Bomou to the sea. Yet, notwithstanding 
his renown as a dancer, the chief is a very aged 
man, having a most solemn and forbidding aspect ; 
and though lie has evidently, to use a common ex- 
pression, one foot in the grave^ he is as active as 
a boy, and indulges largely in this his favourite 
amusement every Friday. It was in order for us to 
witness his elegant dancing, we have been told, 
that he pressed us with so much earnestness and 
importunity to spend the holidays at Wowow, 
which we should certainly have consented to, but 
for the discouragement our project received from 
the king of Booss&, who was envious of his cele- 
brity, and therefore compelled, rather than enticed 
OS to remain here, that we might see his personal 
accomplishments to advantage, witness the public 

gaiety and festivities of his people, and in his 
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imagination be vtruck with astoiiirinneiit and admi- 
mtion at his own perfection in the art of dancing. 
The Boossh people did not w»it long for the re- 
appearance of thehr monarch, for shorty after he 
came oat to them, followed by » boy with two 
calabashes full of coihies, wUch were to be distii* 
btited among the mnlthude. But first of all the 
king took up a handfel, and gare toeacfa of the 
sbgers, dancers, andmnncians^, that had contri« 
buted 80 essentially to his entertainment ; nor was 
the tall old woman forgotten, who had danced 
alone before him, for she received a double allow- 
ance. We were rather pleased at this, for she is 
our next-door neighbour; a poor oldi¥oman, who 
is very chatty and ffippant, and has faUen in love 
with one of our young men, named Antonio. This 
having been do»e to the apparent satisfeetion oi 
aM parties, the remainder of the cowries vr^e scat- 
tered by the king!s own hand among the crowd to 
be scrambled for, which occasioned the most ani- 
matittg and amusing sight that^can be conedved,- 
Parents and children, brotlhers and sisters^ strangers 
and friends, were scrambling and tombling ov^ 
each otherv some on their faees and some on thdr 
knees, both giving and receiving cuffs and kidcs in 
the seofl^ to get at the money. This scramUe 
lasted about ten minnteB,^vdien the party before ihe^ 
king's house broke up; bat the good-oatored 
monarchy to show his affectioa for his sabjeots. 
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ivhom he indeed regards with as much tenderness- 
as if they were his children, was unwilling to send 
them to their homes without giring them anothex 
last treat, so he danoed sideways half way up the 
race-course and htudk again to his residence with 
much stateliness. This was indeed a royal at* 
tempt ; the midlki smiled with ddight that i^e had 
such a spouse ; the people were louder than ever 
in their shouts of approbation; all was noise, 
tumult, and confusion ; their sovereign was more 
beloved than ever he had been ; and as the evening 
closed in, silence was gradually restored, and th& 
people retired to their hcmies. This was the last 
of the holidays, and the proceedings of this day 
have concluded their festivities. 

About ten o'clock at night, when we were sleep* 
ing on our mats, we were suddenly awoke by a. 
great cry of distress from innumerable voices,, 
attended by a horrid clashing and clattering 
noise, which the hour of the night tended to make 
more terrific. Before we had time to recover from 
our surprise, old Pascoe rushed breathless into our 
hut, and informed us with a trembling voice that 
^ the sun was dragging the moon across the hea- 
vens.' Wondering what could be the meaning of 
so strange and ridiculous a story, we ran out of the 
Imt half dressed, and we discovered that the moon 
was totally eclipsed. A number of people wcf e 
giAered together in our yard, in dreadful apprcK 
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end, and that this 
hension that the world was at an , ^^ ^^^^^ 
was but the * beginning of sorr • ^^^.^^^ 
from them that the Mahomedan ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ 
in the city, having personified ^^^^ ^^ ^^jjpge 

ha4 told the king and the F^P/ j^^acy and dis- 
was occasioned through the oo ^^^ ^^.^ ^^^^ 
obedience of the latter luminary. ^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^. 
for a long time previously ^^f^^^^ compelled to 
pleased with the path she had P^,^ ^^ fiUedwith 
take through the heavens, because J^.^^ ^ thousand 
thorns and briers, and obstructed ^^j^jg matched 
other difficulties ; and therefore that, ^ ^^.^ evening 
for a favourable opportunity, she J**^^ .^^^ ^^^^t of 
deserted her usual track, and ent^^ ^yelled far up 
the sun. She had not, however, *^^ ^l^g circum- 
the sky, on the forbidden road, ^^^^^ immediately 
stance was discovered by the sun, ^^^ pi;inished her 
hastened to her in his anger, an^ ^ forcing her 
dereliction by clothing her in darkti^^ ^i,idding her 
back to her own territories, and * rjjjig story, 
to shed her light upon the eartb*^ ^^ ^j^j^ im. 
t^himsical as it may seem, was reC^^* ^^^ queen, 
flicit confidence in its truth by the ^ ^^ the cause 
and most of the people of Boossk. J - ^hich were 
of the noises which we had heard, *^ ^lence, was 
still continuing with renewed veh^ ^gje all 
explained to us by the fact that *^ ^^^ able to 
* assembled together in the hope of *^ phere, and 
frighten away the gun to his prop^'^ ^ 
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leave the moon to enlighten the World as at other 
times/ This is much after the manner of many 
savage nations. 

While our informant was yet speaking to us, a 
messenger arrived at our yard from the king, to 
tell us the above tale, and with an invitation to 
come to see him immediately. Therefore, slipping 
on the remainder of our clothes, we followed the 
man to the residence of his sovereign, from out* 
side of which the cries proceeded, and here we 
found the king and his timid partner sitting on the 
ground. Their usual good spirits and cheerful be* 
haviour had forsaken them entirely ; both appeared 
overwhelmed with apprehension, and trembled at 
every joint. Like all their subjects, in the hurry 
of fear and the suddenness of the alarm, they had 
come out of their dwellings half dressed, the head 
and legs, and the upper part of their persons, 
being entirely exposed. We soon succeeded in 
quelling their fears, or at least in diminishing their 
apprehension. The king then observed, that 
neither himself nor the oldest of his subjects recol- 
lected seeing but one eclipse of the moon besides 
the one he was gazing at ; that it had occurred 
exactly when the Faldtahs began to be formidable 
in the country, and that it had forewarned them of 
all the wars, disasters, and calamities, which sub*, 
sequently took place. 

We had seated ourselves opposite to the king 
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and queen, and within two or Aree feet of them, 
where vre could readily observe the moon and the 
people without inconvenience, and carry on the 
conversation at the same time. If the royal couple 
shuddered with terror on b^olding the darkened 
'^Bioon, we were scarcely less affected by the savage 
gestures of those within a few yards of us, and 
by their repeated cries, so wild, so loud, and so 
piercing, that an indescribable sensation of horror 
stole over us, and rendered us almost as nervoos 
as those whom we had oome to comfort. The 
earlier part of the evening had been mild, serene, 
and remarkably pleasant; tiie moon had arisen 
with uncommon lustre, and being at the full, her 
.appearance was extremely delightful. It was the 
conclusion of the holidays, and many of the people 
were enjoying the delicious coolness of a serene 
night, and resting from. the kiborious exertions of 
the day ; but when the moon became gradually 
obscured, fear overcame every one. As the eclipse 
increased, they became more terrified. All ran m 
great distress to inform thedr sovereign of Uie cir- 
cumstance, for there was not a single cloud to 
cause so deep a shadow, and they could not com- 
' prebend the nature or meaning of an eclipse. The 
king was as easily lightened as his people, being 
equally simple and ignorant ; he would not there- 
fore suffer them to depart. Numbers sometimes 
beget courage and confidence, he thought ; so he 
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eosnnuunded liiem to reBiain s«ar bis person, and 
to do all in their pow>er to restore the lost glory of 
the moon. 

In fiont of the king's house, and almost close 
to it, are a few ma^i&eent cottoi^trees, round 
which the soil had. been freed from grass, &a» 
•for the celebration of ihe ^mes. .On this spot 
"were the terrified people . assembled, with every 
instrument capable of making a noise which 
could be procured in thewhole town. They had 
formed . themselves into a large treble circle, and 
continued running roimd with amazing velocity, 
crying, shouting, and groaning with all th^r 
might. They tossed and Hung their heads about, 
.twisted their botMes into all manner of contortions, 
jumped into the air, stamped with their feet on 
the ground, and flourished their hands above thdr 
heads. No scene in the romance of Robinson 
Crusoe was so wild and savage as ^s ; and a 
large wood fire, with a few men spitted and roast- 
ing before it, was alone wanting to render it com- 
plete 1 Little boys and girls were outside the rmg, 
running to and fro, clashing empty calabashes 
against each oAer, and crying bitterly; groups 
of men were blowing on trumpets, which produced 
a harsh asid discordant sound; some were em- 
ployed in healing old drums ; others again were 
.blowing on bullock's horns ; and in the short in- 
tervals between the r^pid succession of all these 
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fiend-like noises, was heard one more dismal than 
the rest, proceeding from an iron tuhe, accom* 
panied by the clinking of chains. Indeed, every- 
thing that could increase the uproar was |)ut in 
requisition on this memorable occasion ; nor did 
it cease till midnight, when the eclipse had 
passed away. Never have we witnessed so ex- 
traordinary a scene as this. The diminished light, 
when the eclipse was complete, was just sufficient 
to enable us to distinguish the various groups of 
people, and contributed in no small degree to 
render the scene still more imposing. If an 
European, a stranger to Africa, were to be placed 
on a sudden in the midst of the terror-struck 
people, he would imagine himself to be among. a 
legion of demons, holding a revel over a fallen 
spirit; so peculiarly unearthly, wild, and horri- 
fying was the appearance of the dancing group, 
and the clamour which they made. It was per- 
haps fortunate for us that we had an almanac 
' with us, which foretold the eclipse ; for although 
we neglected to inform the king of this circum- 
stance, we were yet enabled to tell him and his 
people the exact time of its disappearance. This 
succeeded in some measure in suppressing their 
fears, for they would believe anything we might 
tell them ; and perhaps, also, it has procured for 
us a lasting reputation *' and a name.' ' Oh,' 
said the king, * there will be sorrow and crying 
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this night from Wowow to Yaoorie. The people 
. will have no one to comfort or condole with them ; 
they will fancy this eclipse to be the harbinger of 
•something very dreadful ; and they will be in dis- 
tress and trouble till the moon shall have re* 
gained her brightness.' It was nearly one o'clock 
when we left the king and queen, to return to out 
hut ; everything was then calm and silent, and we 
lay down to rest in peace. 

Friday, September 3i.— -The king's mes- 
senger came to us this morning with the intel- 
ligence that his master had caught cold by ex- 
posing himself the preceding night, and was con- 
fined to his apartment with severe pains in the 
bowels. We have also to complain of a similar 
indisposition. One of our men, who offended so 
grossly at the horse-racing two days ago, has 
been liberated, and appears ashamed of himself 
and truly penitent. He promises to abstain from 
drink in future, to deport himself soberly and 
orderly, to lay aside all thoughts of revenge, and 
to be ready and willing at all times to do anything 
which may be required of him. Notwithstanding 
his protestations, however, we are resolved to 
place our guns and ammunition beyond his reach, 
together with all edged instruments whatso- 
ever ; for heretofore his temper has been known 
to be sullen, furious, and unforgiving, which may 
yet lead to disastrous consequences, and may in* 
volve us in difficulties. 



186 . -(Wixj» or jrm mxwssu' fCkai^zn. 

Moiuk^y Stpiemker "6^— Tb&nuin we seat In 
•Coulfd, a fortnigkt amce, to JseU our jms, needks, 
&c., is not yet retamed to Boosak, though he has 
*«X€eeded the period we had specked for .his ah^ 
«e&ce by Ihree or four days. Feariog that some- 
thing impieasant may have happened to him, we 
this day despatched one of the king's people to 
Coul£6y in order to aaeertain the eaose of his 
delay; and if nothing drains him .more than a 
want of sale -for his goods, he is to' netani in- 
stantly with this messenger, iiather ihan pat «s 
•to ineonvenience by a longer stay in^at city. 

The Niger is now completely iiillr and in many 
places ks banks aie already oTerflowed, eo that it 
is extremely fetvoaiable £or onr proceeding down 
the riyer. With t^e diange in the moon, how- 
ever, we have had a constant eucoessioM €^< heavy 
ahowers, which have compelled as all day long to 
remain within doors, in a close, blac^, and smoky 
hut; having the disadvantage of damp, dirty 
walls, and of being pestered with myriads of 
black and white ants ; and so long as the rains 
continue, we shall be able to take no other kind of 
exercise than that of moving round this miserable 
abode, like prisoners in a condemned cell. It is 
perhaps fortunate, after all, that our canoe has not 
been got ready so soon as we had aniacipated, for 
constant exposure to the rains upon the water, 
in an open boat, would be extremely uni^easant. 



Yet it J8 tine that we ahoidd ieare Boost^ fbi 
in spile of tke Mendship of the king and queen, 
moTO espeeiaUy of the latter, which. is deeltning 
very fast indeed, their henerofent feelktgs aie 
growiog colder every day ; our resotivces at the 
same time are diminishing vapidiy, and when they 
are gone, we know not what we riiall do. We 
.mow receiire only a calabash of ciiffhs (a kind of 
dough or paste) from.the kmg once in three days, 
ao that we are eoropelied to eat Utrnij at tuned, 
dither in a atile of putridity, or go without ; and 
our men are hai^&mished, from the careless inat- 
tention, or perhaps from the wilful negligence of 
the midiki; we cannot, . like the camelion, live 
upon air,, and we have not a single cowrie to -spare 
to purchase provisions. Our powder is seduced to 
a very small quantity, and in all probahiltty we 
faaYe not half so much as we shall require on the 
Niger ; so that for some time past we have relin- 
quished our sporting excursions altogether, though 
these once afiforded us an ample «ipply of game 
for the consumption of our whole party. 

Caffia are little cakes made of meal and water 
boiled together. There are several different kinds 
of com at Boosak, all of which are also made into 
caffas. The method of separating die grain from 
the hudc, is by cutting the ears fr(»n the stalk and 
jdacing them in a kind of wooden mortar, in whidi 
they are subjected to pressure from a heavy piece 
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of wood. The whole is then exposed to the wind 
on an elevated situation, by which the husk is 
blown away. The process of grinding the com is 
performed on a large stone slab, with another 
heavy stone which is worked by the hand. The 
slab is placed for the sake of convenience in an 
inclined position, and is suflSciently large only for 
the person to perform the operation on his knees, 
and it is one which requires no little exertion. 
Their only method of cooking the meal when thus 
prepared, is by boiling it with water to the consis- 
tency of thick paste, in which state it is poured out 
in small portions on leaves, and laid by for use. 

fVednesday^ Sept Sth. — Messengers from the 
king of Borgoo arrived this morning in the city 
from the metropolis of Niki, accompanied by :a 
few of the principal merchants of a large fatdkie^ 
which is now resting at Zalee, a small town about 
two hours' walk to the westward of Boossk, and 
which we passed through on our journey. These 
men are on their way to the more easterly parts 
of the continent. They say here, that about 
twelve months since, a fatakie consisting of an ex- 
traordinary number of traders, with horSes and 
other beasts of burden, laden with merchandise, 
were travelling through Borgoo, on their route to 
Gonja, whither they were going to purchase tlie 
goora or kola nut. They were attacked, however, 
and plundered by the soldiers of Niki and Kiama, 
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^ho had laid in ambush for them ; and tumour 
says, that the princes of those countries shared the 
booty between them. It happened that in the 
train of these merchants, and who in fact formed 
part of the fat^kie, were six men from Boossk ; 
and when the news of their disaster and enslave* 
ment was communicated to their king, he is said 
to have been irritated in the highest degree, inso- 
much tliat he instantly despatched men with a 
peremptory message to the sultan of Borgoo, to 
liberate his captured subjects, and restore to them 
tlieir horses and property, or prepare for the con«* 
sequences of his resentment in case of a refusal. 
This message was treated with contemptuous in* 
difference by the Niki sovereign, and he returned 
to the monarch of Boossk a haughty and disdain- 
ful answer. But as soon as the latter heard it, he 
assembled the priests of the ancient religion of the 
country of which he is the head, and by their joint 
assistance, it is said, he made a powerful enchant- 
ment, by which the legs and arms of his enemy 
became entirely useless. The king of Borgoo 
finding himself in this helpless state, and his con- 
science reproaching him with the cause of it, he 
immediately liberated the Boossk merchants, re- 
stored to them their horses and property, and for- 
warded the messengers we have already spoken of 
as having arrived to-day from Niki, to solicit for- 
giveness of the king of Boossii, for the crime 
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wbieh ke had perpetrtted, and implore that the- 
BfeW which homid and was conaummg him might 
be dissolved fordiwillu The men oame loaded iivith 
presents of goom-nuto, &c., and they have been- 
joyfully reoeived. Perhaps the Borgoo monarch 
hastened to make restitution for his o£Fence, not 
on aceount of his enchantment, as these peopie 
imagine, but rather from public and political con* 
^derations; for, in consequence of the above quar* 
re), several of his towns had been taken possession 
of by the king of Boossk, which will now be aban* 
doned, if the differences be amicably adjusted be* 
tween die parties, that their inhabitants may be 
pefmitted to return to their former allegiance* 
Hie king of Booss^ was restrained from making 
farther conquests in Borgoo, only by the interfe* 
rence of the king of Wowow, who represented to 
him that the revmige he bad already taken was 
more than proportionate to the offence that haxi 
been committed against him, and that he ought to 
rest satisfied therewi^. The Niki messengers 
have been treated with the greatest reelect, and. 
the most goierous hospitahty. 

Like all earthly things, the pleasure and satis- 
faction excited by the norelty of our persons have 
passed away, and we are no longer either the ob- 
jects of care and attention from the king and his 
midlki, or of curiosity among the natives. If we 
stay hexemuch longer, this neglect on the part of 
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the forraet will became alanniBg; No provisioiis 
liove beeikAenliis to-dajyjmd our wants have been 
entirely lost* sight of in the important arrivid of 
these mesteBgers.^m Borgoo. All has been joy 
in conaequefiOB ; musie and ita usual accompani* 
menfto of discordant scamdahave been going for* 
ward since; and bustle and confnsion prevail 
throughout the city. Our people abne are sad,. 
feat they have notUng to eat, 

Thunda^j Sept. 9th, — The fatiA;^ mentioned 
yesteiday as being at Zalee on the road to this 
city, arnred here this forenoon, preceded by a- 
drammer on horseback, as usual, to animate tho 
p«rty by the seuDid of his instrument* They en- 
tered Boossk one by one^ which is their usual 
method of travelling, and farmed a very long train,, 
the chief merchant of the whole bringing up the 
rear. This company consists of about four Yarn^ 
dred individnais ; and they have a great number 
of fine horses, a few mules, and two hundred asses^ 
to carry their luggage. Their chief, and in fact 
tkeir only merchandise, is the goora-nnt, for which 
they have been to Gcmja, a place only a few daysT 
journey from Accra. 

Gonja was till very reoendy a province of Ashan*< 
tee, and inhahited by a people between whom and 
the Ashantees there is no manner of difference 
whatever, the. manners, language, rdigion, and 
pursuits of both being precisely the same. But 
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tiiese goora merchants report that it has lately 
been separated from that empire^ and ia now an 
independent state. They say, that preceding the 
commencement of hostilities between the Ash- 
antees and the British at Cape Coast Castle, &c., 
and their allies the Fantees, the former power 
requested the assistance of the people of Gonja in 
a premeditated attack against their enemies, which 
was objected to on the ground that the British 
had not offended them, and therefore they dis- 
liked coming to an open rupture with our country- 
men. Nothing was said at the time by the King 
of Ashantee concerning the refusal of the men of 
Gonja to assist him in the war; and when his sub* 
jects returned to Coomassie in triumph, after hav- 
ing defeated and slain SirC. Macarthy, beseemed 
to have forgotten it altogether. For some time 
after his total defeat by the British at Cape Coast 
Castle, he was still silent. But when he had re- 
covered from the wounds he had received at this 
sanguinary battle, and the liarmony of his sub- 
jects had been completely restored, he considered 
that then was the most proper time for punishing 
Gonja for its disobedience. For this purpose, 
say the merchants, he assembled a body of ten 
thousand men, most of whom were armed with 
muskets, and sent them, under the command of 
chosen captains, against the devoted province. 
But in the mean time the people of Gonja had 
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been by no means inactive, for having heard of 
the great preparations that were making at Coo-^ 
massie, and being convinced that those prepara* 
tions were designed against their own lives and 
liberties, they formed a plan' of attacking their 
invaders and defeating their project, which suc- 
ceeded to the utmost of their wishes, and even be-*' 
yond their expectations. When they had learnt 
from a swift-footed messenger of the departure of 
the Ashantee army from Coomassie, and the 
road which they had taken, they stationed large 
bodies of stout, well- armed men in ambuscade at 
various places in the bush, close to the pathway,' 
and awaited the coming of the foe. While the 
latter was drawing near to Gonja, not suspecting 
danger of any kind, and straggling about in 
imagined security, the men in ambush rushed oui 
upon them, made a sudden and desperate attack 
on their whole force at the same moment, which 
threw the Ashantees into confusion, and the latter; 
dropping their arms, fled into the woods. The 
carnage is reported to have been dreadful. The 
conquerors gathered up the arms of their enemies; 
sung a song of victory, and returned in triumph 
to the city of Gonja. 

The king of Ashantee, according to the ac- 
counts of the merchants, on being informed of 
this disastrous and unlocked for event, was mord 
(Exasperated than ever against the successful party, 

VOL. II. o 
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iftd fvwed vtTvnge agwiMt tiienv Aat c^, and 
tbeir couBliy*^ He tbefefere^ Terj tAoitiy after 
the faiiare ^ tke fipst expeditiBB, sen^ anodier 
amy^ Bliongev duni tie fomer, wil^ a ccminisiiii 
to deslrof dve vebaUknn dtf , and amifaBaie its 
inhabifawta* eBtaadj^ TbiB Bcwa spvead eoB»tenia^* 
tuM anong- aU chiMea <^ peepfel in €roqa» and 
alaaned tiie> ittraofess thai had Ibeated in Aa 
caimtiyt UBBonuidb liiat, on the advance of liiis 
«BOOiid fbrmidaUa'annyy t^y oirald soft eoumsaid 
•uffidenii. leaohitUHL ta go oat agaiMt it» but de- 
aarfced tins dweUaga and damned theaaraehea 
tiiKHigk alL pafta of the ai^aeai^ eoontries, till 
auch ttma as their enamiaa^ahould Aiak proper to 
letura to Ciffiomaasie;. It k alaaost wmeeemarf 
to adiy that the city of €k>nja waa set on fire by 
Iba Ashanie^ soldievs) m puramnGe of dieir com* 
aBaada,. and every bouse m it bvmt to aabea. The 
people, however, fiineyisg the feing's wrath to be 
an^ioiBntly appeased, were begkinfiig to return 
again ficona the plaeea of their coneealoent, on 
Ae' departuse o£ the ftitakiei aB<^ vmre buaily em* 
Ipaged in feeonstmetii^ their habitatioas-. 

We da not piaee entire confidence in liiis tale, 
for almost every African is gidity of grosa exag* 
geration in hia stateraents> and too many of diem 
axe confirmed liaw ; so that» aSter all, the above 
atory may cmly be founded on> flicti 

Fridajfy^SepL lOUu — £vev since' the arrivai of 



•he Borgoo nveaiienger^, iio<!^g else » heard nt 
liie city Wt mmm^ whieft* i» eentiiraed ftom 
mmnt» t» Bvmei r an^ the Ibng Andb tram- 
feto »re IBcewise wwnded- cwretantly m the nriiMte 
«f tlie night, the kriig takmg- this whmwical me- 
thod cf diBpkiyhig ht» eonseqvence aad grandeiif 
tetbefereignersv wWeh ha^ammed a* not a little. 
Tfce diesfr of tbese Botg9o men diifm but slighdy 
fton that wfaicJi i» wem hf tha peoplie of Beoesft 
ami kbe Bangi]6oonBg' aialMus. We were fevowed 
wiA a visit from thera to-day, and their behayioiir 
waa ranariLalilydeaoroiffi) though a« first somewhat 
Teaerved* In* th«ir addlresB they a-e extremely 
ksmbb; aad when they a«co8t a superior, they 
proatrate tiiemsekes en the grouni in the most 
abject and humiiiatia^ manner. Their chief ia aa 
dderly, quiet, T&ipstttsMe man, aad professes- the 
M a^omedaiii religiott* On his entrance intO' ont 
faut^ this forenoon,, he had so Hitie confidence in 
kioneli^ and' waa ao timorona, that he could not 
apeak ; he shook like a leaf, and his lipa also qai* 
Tared from fear ; indeed, the poor man waa dia* 
treasingiy agitated, — ^perhaps he thought t^t we 
were going to devour him : but he regained his 
aaaurance when he found that such was not our 
Bitention, and in a Very few minutes he became 
chatty, agreeable, and commnnleative. 

We have recdved two messes from the king 
UMfj ose eaaaistini^ ol a dish of stewed de^ 

02 
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phanf s flesh, and the other of the flesh of an hip« 
popotamus, which had been caught in the Niger 
a short time before* The latter was rank and fat, 
and bore a greater resemblance to pork than to 
any other meat with which we are acquainted, yet 
|t is considered delicate and delicious eating. 

The method adopted by the natives of destroy- 
ing the elephant is very simple. A large harpoon 
is thrust into the ground, in the middle of a path 
which they are known to frequent in their nightly 
excursions to the river for water, leaving the 
ragged points of the instrument above the ground 
in an inclined position, and concealing them with 
straw or stubble. The heavy beast^ unsuspicious 
of danger, pursues the usual track with his com* 
panions ; he comes in contact with the harpoon, 
which enters his breast or belly, and having no 
sagacity to draw back, the elephant, smarting with 
pain, forces ^himself forwards with all his might, 
which causes the weapon to penetrate still more 
deeply into his body, and he thus becomes a prey 
to his destroyers. Considering the vast number 
of elephants which inhabit the woods on the banks 
of the Niger hereabouts, it is singular that so few 
of them are annually destroyed by the natives. 
Perhaps one reason is the little encouragement 
they receive for their trouble ; for the flesh of these 
beasts, except when very young, is almost un- 
saleable, by reason of its toughness and ranckl 
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nature ; their teeth also are valueless here, no use 
whatever being made of them. 

Saturday J September IKA.— Our ears were 
flialuted just after day-break this morning, by a 
dreadful noise between a man and his wife, who 
were squabbling about some money matters, and, 
Its is usual in such cases, they were surrounded by 
all their female neighbours, whose clatter exceeded, 
if possible, their own. They are slaves of the 
midiki, and reside in our yard, within a door or 
two of our hut. The quarrel terminated in 
blows and tears, which was instantly made known 
to the queen, who commanded the delinquents to 
appear before her, and having entered into all the 
circumstances of the case, the differences between 
them were adjusted on the spot. The woman 
accused her husband of having stolen from the 
place where she had concealed them» no less than 
four hundred cowries, which was the original 
eause of the dispute. The accusation couM not 
be denied; and the man endeavoured to soothe 
his wife by gentle words, and bring her into good 
humour by flattery, and expressed contrition fot 
bis offence ; but this aroused the anger of the 
furious woman, who abused her husband with ^11 
the reproachful epithets she could make use of; 
and though she was blubbering all the while, she 
would have gone a still greater length, if he had not 
•topped her mouth by a severe beating. So littie 
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ttt»daiiiea# 0r «0Cial)iltty csiate between a 
couple, particularly if they AbM k«|i|>e& to te 
•)«¥««, iluit tbey liarc noAuKf ai «commmib^ mnd 
ihouf h tfaey «at and vkefp ia tlie aasue 1»4» i^>ey 
Beds a «e|>axate livelifaood. 

PerlMjps k would be ^^akiag miAm eomfttaa 
to awf , ibit iom^&f^ of libe whole |)opiiUttoB, 
ixot only IB thk oottAlry, but lycewiae e««ry 49dier 
heveaboato, are alavea. Many oi diem axe pet^ 
a»itlBd to yoani at kw^s, pvovidad ijbey aitt^ri 
ii|K>a ^tmr aMatem wben called i^^ ; these pr»« 
fwge Aeir gwn Bttbaiateniie, and devote pait of tMr 
tin^e to the aervioe laf their <xmmx&: othecB t«ud0 
ia the bouB^B lof drair mastesa as <d«iBe8tie oer* 
ipstoa, Aod ase iSfiewise ^s^iei^ed to ooKteibato 
towaids their onii auppert The Queen af Booaali 
has a great Kuwkhar^f EaJ^tah slaves; the Busm 
me cmuitaafdy employed m takiag oaira af her 
heeds, and lailking the oewa, sad the fesnales di»v 
fose of Ihe mtk ; half of the money <obtaiiied hf 
this aaeans« the Falitahs keep to maintam theon 
ae^nes. Thus aae ^e slaves treated m their antvro 
(io«iilr3F«-4hey £Bfoy tmich Ireedom; ^me never 
«Mrworked ; haise |>lcnty of ileisare tiiaot aad sro 
lasely f^uoishedt a»d ewtm thea hut «ligh%. If 
a alave ran awn^ hem his saastec, aiad is aflev* 
wards tahen and bpought hack« he is mnfily co»* 
fttod Iq irons a day or two for hss o&nee^ hot 
ho Is Mid to aooiher the itost onHUtaai^ Tfaa 
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BirtivM luMre a fltMlf iiiiii|Miiji' tto ^A«8gb^9 *et 
•eyere chailisfiment «f aji^ ksMl, jomI wery «eidaai 
have MooHBBe 4o the BKant of poanlaiieiit mtoA 
Ihqr hwre 4b thek p o wwr to inflict 

Sks^o^, £lQ!i<0ffiiar Ij2i4/— ^Qnr sMn, whe iiw 
been exjMoled wilh «oaiie aBxiet^r md affrekmo' 
tton far his Mfetf* snweddiw atemoenfromthe 
city of Coulfd, but with Tory littke mam&f indeed, 
having difl|>e0ed«f the an lot iess ^amk half iH 
value, «nd fiold, ^sompomtiwdy mfeMng, » 'vvry 
email quantity of needles. The eemander, irhiah 
were Tallied at thirty theusand oonnriev, wem -stoim 
from him, he atseitoi a ism dsfs hofiare Ills d»> 
pirtiire^ hut we styoi^ly suspect that Ihb k m 
falsehood, and that the f eUov bns ooovertBd them 
to his ^own use. Smoe the messei^per to fiarbba 
idt Boessk on his -errand, we heme heaid >so m^ 
teUigence whatever ^coMceming faim^ «iid as every 
thing ia now jripe for our enterpeiae, we begia 
to feel im|)atieBt and uneasy at our iang, and te 
ua, unnecessary detention ia ^s plaoe, and this 
irhsomeness of «our presei^ dependent s itu s tion ; 
for we are often troubled with painful sfiprehen* 
aions and sumuses, that semetlung •unj^aasant 
Boay yet intervene to frustrate our intentions^ 
enUMorrass us with difficulties, and eatmgaish ail 
our anticipations of success. 

The king had not visited us for a iartnight, 
and thesefose we aent a message to him this fere- 
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noon, inUmating the great anxiety we felt to pro* 
ceed on our journey, and our earnest hope that 
be would permit us to do so immediately, even 
before the return of his messenger from Nouffie. 
We complained that we were destitute of almost 
everything; that we were wearied out with re- 
peated disappointments, and with having nothing 
to do for so long a time ; that our health was 
fast declining, and our life wasting away; and 
concluded by assuring him, that if we did not 
quickly return to our country, the worst conse* 
quences might ensue, and then what would be- 
come of his good name ? To this the king made 
answer, that it was our future welfare alone, which 
bad induced him to take those measures and pre* 
puitions which he perceived with sorrow we dis* 
af^roved of and disliked so much; that we 
did not display our wisdom by our impatience ; 
and that to attempt proceeding down the river be* 
ibre the return of his ambassador, would, in his 
opnion, be not only presumptuous and improper, 
but would likewise be highly injurious to our 
interests. 

The king promised to come and see us in the 
evening, and talk over the matter with us himself. 
According to his promise, therefore, he paid us a 
visit at the time appointed, and recapitulated that 
jwhich he had before told Paskoe, but added that 
it would be absolutely necessary for us to make a 
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good present to the King of Nouffie, and another 
/to the Faliitah ehief of Rabba. He then gave 
ibrbad hints for one of our pistols, which he 
admired in the usual way ; but as we were not 
obliged to comprehend his enigmas, and as we 
could ill spare the pistol, we appeared very stupid, 
and would not understand his meaning. The 
king shortly afterwards took his leave, yet he was 
by no means angry at the failure of his ingenious 
device. In respect to his recommendation that 
we should endeavour all in our power to make 
friends of the King of Nouffie and the Chief of 
Babba, we have nothing left worthy of their accept* 
ance, and shall therefore attempt to shun one of 
these rulers at least. 

Monday y September 13/^.— It is reported here, 
that El Kanetnee, the celebrated Arab so often 
spoken of in Major Denham's Journal, has fallen 
into disgrace with the Sultan of Bomou, who haa 
liad him imprisoned, and would have punished 
faim with death, but for the interposition and 
remonstrances of the Mahomedan priests in the 
capital, who diverted him from his purpose by a 
solemn declaration, that if he should carry his 
fesentment to such an extremity, there would be 
no rain in the country for seven years, for so their 
book, the Alcoran, had predicted ; but that if the 
Sultan would be merciful, and resort to a milder 
ipunis^ent by liberating the Arab after a short 



Aal ' Ut bane sbonld cei^ai«ly ikaok «f the 
imtaaicf tfar^^Mcraiy'ithitii^lie duniM nan^raii 
•U hk <pgBMoa t)iai( wa» at iliat tiise hctweea 
Bonou jqid 4iie Nig «e» at the c&d of thiee ^^eask 
Ibe wpentiiMM juinoe hmtksued to Aese «^ 
falgB of the cmfty prieate, aad «et Us «iwtflr at 
Uheity afiber a abort inafaFifloiMMCi^ Tbe Asak 
ana JMnvaad Vy Ae ^nkan of ^leanwiahlc prae- 
lioBS, and ef taffing k paoptimilaar made v aww 
•ttM^ la «JbAaiii tbe affiectbtt af Ae pm^ple, ^ 
naraaaea and .flaifcay*t •■nd of ^aatiaiog then ib» 
i»pok»,aa^Aat Wfld^aitafiitHse daynaurp the 
iighte af his «oiramga, aiid causa Ubnaelf t» he 
proclaimed sultan in his stead. 

2lt£id4fu S^iembet Utk.—Tke sane flH|ier- 
itiHeuinatieius and fvrejvdiaes respeotmg vitcheip 
vin»da» and iUHHrishera, and the aaiae belief at 
mofuvrntnafifi fiaevail hene at thk dMiy» as weee 
emiest ia milifhtmied Eunape as feoendy aa 
tbe ne rc m t e eM ii h aad etgliteenth oeBturiea. He 
kiog isaat a m o o s e ngcr this moenii^ to aaqueBt 
tbe faw ea r af a eeiiple «f duasges id pewder, 
iriatiag ibat two wcanen had abaconded to Feee^ 
arfiiob is a ioim on the banks of tibe Nig^i aiiltte 
way below Iiiigaftzbilligee,.aJBd that if it diouMte 
fsitnd meoeasary, libe powdtf night lie used ^ 
fi%ble« ihe euoi^aies into aoon^lianee with Iho 
wdsfaes of thaif puxaiiers. La 1^ e^ranaag the 



«mii«i, wl» fa«i <wKvaidenei tiiMBBGlveft nt Baca, 
isiidttd Iwie fnMB a cukw, and weve imiDeduitolj 
foA in aoaineneKt We«e tdd dnt thsm tvro 
^•or^ldcmstaiesTesidedaii m iaknd a Mttle waf 
1^ Ae N%^ jmd i«ae kteiy acoBaed by tbeir 
lown'ls people of the ciine «f witdenaft, and wrkh 
tiro «ld wkasdfi, <teir sei^licMrB nd iriends, of 
^ hmmwg etttem the vfiriia of Joe mdimidtadsy* ^ifba 
ail ase odd to iutve tdied by 1^ meBBS. Tlie bmb, 
ttirare4>f tfae petaeoutim 4nid the fate thatmaailoi 
^em i^uld iSkef he taken, aneoeeded m WMikang 
tiwir aaeape4iSHK>mi as thk cniDe ww laid to tMr 
«iiarge ; huA die leimtles iweie net '^[lote ao tfartef 
i»te, for t^ place cfl^r-oencednient was VMub 
JiaiowB to tlie king, and iie canaed tben to fan 
BjiprdbeBded, «a thorn laentMtted* One of tha 
vqiuled witGbes as a Mny aged ««hbb!b, but Imt 
4MNnpaaMii » not quke aa eU. Tke panMnaeot 
tiiatawnJts tlMaiia p e p|>etaa ii«layery:,arlicigaa if Aa 
■mh kad b«eB caugirt, they would bai« been boand 
inaad aad foot, and fiimg into Ifae Nigex, and time 
Mt to periali. AM 4Rriiehea, wizaarda, and ili« 
^MBkeiB, are treated in the aaine maaner; Am 
yamahaent ef wMiea not being ao ligoaoua aa 
dkat of their naale aaaocHKkeB in l^e biaek axt, ia 
eonMdevatton of tiieif aex. The Mief In Owbr 
poarer is vsery general, and tnatanoea «f people 
fimcying thenncifes bew'ilched, and aaflferiag Iroai 
llMir BMdignaait Inoantationa, are by no nteaaa 
uncommon. 
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Saturday^ September 18(A.-^During the ha$ 
fourteen days my brother had been extremely in- 
disposed from a slight attack of bilious fever^ 
which has brought him to a very low and languid 
Btate, insomuch that I urged the king on Wedr 
nesday to send us away, to try if change of 
air and scene would not produce a beneficial 
effect on his health. The monarch, afiter many 
scruples and much hesitation, at length appointed 
the second day of the moon, that being, he pro- 
nounced, the happiest and luckiest of all days. He 
could not, however, forbear expressing his deep 
regret at our determination of leaving Boossi 
before the return of his messenger from Nouffie ; 
it might be detrimental to our personal interests^ 
imd his own reputation also would suffer if any 
thing should befall us on the river, but he had 
already given his word for pur departure* and 
from this proniise he could not swerve. To-day is 
the second of the moon, but the Africans calculate 
upon it as the first only, because they never see 
that orb plainly till the second time of her appear^* 
ance. This afternoon we wished to pay our r^ 
spects to the king, previous to our departure, which 
we understood was to take place to-morrow monob* 
ing, but to our surprise he asserted that the moon 
would not be discernible that evening, and there- 
fore that Monday next will be the day which was 
specified. The moon, however, did shine fairly 
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in sight of all the people ; nevertheless we have 
made no further remark to the prince on the sub** 
jebt, thinking it might confuse and irritate him. 

Sunday^ September I9th, — ^This morning we 
were so unlucky as to upset a large bowl of milk, 
one of which we are daily supplied with from the 
king's house. We sent to have it replenished, 
because in our present circumstances we could ill 
afford to lose so great a luxury. Instead of gra- 
tifying us in this particular, however, he expressed 
himself quite overjoyed, at the circumstance, and 
asserted that it was the most happy omen in the 
world, and that we ought to consider ourselves as 
peculiarly favoured and fortunate. So we were 
obliged to content ourselves without breakfast, of 
which the accident had deprived us, because of the 
superstitious i^onsense of the monarch. 

Everything is now got ready for starting. As 
it is not our present intention to call at many in- 
habited places on the banks of the Niger, we have 
provided ourselves with a great quantity of provi- 
sions, which consists chiefly of three large bags 
of com and one of beans. We have likewise a 
couple of fowls and two sheep, so that we are of 
opinion we shall have food enough for all hands 
for three weeks or a month at least. To add to 
6ur stock, the king and midiki between them have 
given us a considerable quantity of rice, honey, 
corn, and onions ; and two large pots of vegetable 



knCter, vfhfdt wtn^ set less tftan a kta^ed 

this sftemoon, t& tnr vmpeaftable jej^* uMt 
Ibngi'^xpected and wisbed-for messenger amred 
in diis city from Rftbba, accompftiiied by two mes^ 
sengerv from the knrg^ of Nonffie, one ei wfiom, a 
modest-looiciitf!^, respeeta^ young raan, m Ua 
4iwn son. These men are to he our guidea as for 
as Rdbba, after we hare passed which etty, ait llie 
Nonflie territory to the soothward ia aader the 
Mm^effhtnet of Ederesa and bis partis«i». * IW 
Magla,' says the BcMwshr amhassador, ' was db^ 
Sighted wilftt Ine mlelllgenee timt while men* wnM 
to honour his ^ominions^vrithtjteivpresenee; he 
ahowed me the p re sents madb- him by Captain 
Clapperfeon ftree years ago, and said a great deal 
in his favour and eommenchition^ And as a proaf/ 
eontinaed the man, * of his friendly dispoailion 
towards yen, and his iaterest in yoor well»«, he 
haa net only sent hia sen tm your companion and 
gnide, bat he has llhewise despatehed a messenger 
ie every town on the banks of the Nigev, either 
eonsiderable or unhnportant, even as far as F^nda, 
which is beyond the limits of the empire ; and' ha 
is commissioned to acquaint their inhabifanta of 
ihe feet of your intentien of proceeding down the 
rhrer, and to desire them to assist you with theit 
encouragement and support, so £sr as it lisa m 
Aeir power te do/ 



AAet B«ne Iktite 0o«i4er»ldmv we Inew nof 
iffceliter we o«glii} to fed pfeasare or regret; tfcmfc- 
UneM 0riB(d£ffi»efice, at the amval of tiwge men, 
nd the ooeamii wkieb branght Aeat Uther : at 
yrasent we em enly fbtesee tkat they will be a 
Icavy bmbn en our luw& ; and as it happens that 
we half e the utmestr difficulty in die world in sup* 
pofting'ouwehcff, it witf cause us ad^tronal trouble, 
expettse, aiid imeasiness, m providing^ them with 
Hie bare neeessams of Me. The king, however, 
had but one feeling on the subject, and that was 
unbounded delight ; he cap«ed around his hut 
with transport, when he saw our guides and heard 
Aeir message ; and after a burst of joy, he began 
to cry like a child, h» heart was so full. * Now/ 
said he, when he had become more composed, 
* whatever may happen to the white men, my neigh- 
bours cannot but acknowledge that I have taken 
every care of them, treated them as became a king, 
and dene my best to promote their happiness and 
interests. They will not be able,' continued the 
monarch with exultation, * they dare not have 
the efirovtery to cast at me a reproach like that 
which they bestowed upon my aneestor. I can now 
nafdy entrust the white men to the care, protec- 
tion, and hospitafity of a neighbouring monarch, 
who, I am convinced, if not for my sake, at least 
for his own, will receive and entertain them with 
every HMwk of distinction and kindness. 1 know 
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and feel tliat towards them I have done my duty, 
and let my neighbours see to it that they do theirs/ 
And so he has, for though we have been his guests 
for so long a time, and been occasionally not a 
little troublesome to him with our importunity, yet 
we have observed nothing either in his manners 
or character to condemn, but much, very much, ta 
approve of and admire. His disposition is open 
and ingenuous, and his sentiments candid and 
sincere; no child is more simple, innocent, and 
unsuspicious than he. The little we have had to 
complain of is owing to our detention here longer 
than we wished ; but then, perhaps, we have been 
a little too hasty and petulant, and it must likewise 
be remembered that in regard to us the king's 
reputation and honour were at stake, and after all 
he may be perfectly right in his opinions and 
conjectures. 

This evening an old Mahomedan priest, whose 
countenance seemed to radiate with meekness,, 
simplicity, loving-kindness, and good-nature, en- 
tered our dwelling, and entreated us with earnest 
importunity to give him before our departure a 
quantity of deadly poison, a very small portion of 
which he wished might destroy life in a few mo- 
ments after it should be taken. The hoary old 
villain did not hesitate to confess, in confidence, 
that his motive for making this strange request 
arose from the desire he felt to administer the 
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poisonous drug to a neighbour, whom he longed 
to put out of the world, because he had done him 
aome slight imaginary wrong. Of course we 
execrated the horrid intention of the man, who, 
rather than listen longer to our reproaches, tume^ 
}ii8 face and walked away. In the night Boossk 
was visited by a thunder-storm. During the time 
we have been at Boossk, the thermometer has 
ranged between 76^ and 93^, but it has most ge- 
nerally been between 80^ and 90^, and the weather 
yery oppressive. 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

ne King and Ifffdfki take leave of the '^ravvliere—lliey 
«mrt>wk on ftte ftiver and 4efNutt itom BeosB^ — laUmA 
MeUOie— JngnftdimigBe-^filand Paiishie— The Chief ^ 
TeiJi*-M»B8enger8 from the King^of Wowow — ^Peigpfexiiy 
of the TraTellers respecting their £oute — ^Terror of the 
Natives at their Appearance — ^An Invalid — Diseases of 

- the Natives— llieir Medicines — ^Richard Lander goes to 
Wowow — Superstition of the Natives — Oharaos— 4l0tim 
of Richard Lander to Patashie — His Interview with the 
King of Wowow — House of Correction at Patashie— 
Native Pagan Priest — Departure from Pat&shie — Riah— 
Arrive at Lever — An officious Friend in the Priest Du> 
coo— Disappointment of the Travellers. 

Monday^ September 20th. — As may be sup* 
posed, our hearts beat high this morning with the 
anticipation of at length leaving Booss^, and of 
proceeding on our journey ; and we were all on 
the qui vive at a very early hour, ransacking our 
lumber, packing it up, and turning it all out into 
the yard, from whence it was conveyed to the 
water-side. About breakfast-time the king and 
queen arrived at our hut, to pay us a fiirewell 
visit, and bestow upon us their last blessing. They 
brought with them two pots of honey and a large 
quantity of goora nuts, strongly recommending^ 
us to present the latter to the Rabba chieftain, for 



Aat nothk^ we ^aiigiit have in our •posfiassion coidd 
so effectually conciliate his favour, ^procure us hit 
friendship, and command his confidence^ Wh^ 
mutual compliments were passed, we expressed 
our acknowledgments to hoth of them with sin* 
c^ity and earnestness, for the benevolmioe, ho^l* 
tality, and attention, with which theyhad uniforai^ 
treated us ; for their kindness to us ; for their 
zeal in everyfthii^ that regarded our wellfare ; and 
for the piotection they had afforded us during a 
period little «hort of two months, in which we had 
enjoyed the utmost security, and as much of hap* 
pinesB and gaiety, as it had been in their pmver t» 
bestow^ And we assured them, that should we be 
so fortunate as to return to England, it would be 
our first care to acipnint our eoontrymen (^ s31 
dieir kindness to us, which we would remember as 
long as we lived. We then shook hands heartily, 
and concluded by -wishing them a continuation of 
the simple blessings mnd the felicity they enjoyed; 
that they might ever be loved by their subjects, and 
feared and honoured by the neighbouring nations; 
that they might live to a good old age and die in 
peace with all mankind. They were both touched 
with sorrow at our words, for they weve the last 
which they would hear us utter ; tears were glis* 
teniiig in the eyes of each as they were midcing an 
affecting and suitable answer ; and the good couple 
walked out of our hut with heavy and moumM 

p2 



tl2 DBPARTURB OF THB TRATXLLRRS. CChmil.XIiL 

countenances, and immediately repaired to their 
own abode in order to make a powerful spell for 
our preservation and success* 

When we ourselves quitted the hut, which was 
shortly after their departure, we found our yard 
filled with neighbours, friends, and acquaintances, 
who all fell down on their knees to bid us good 
bye. They blessed us earnestly with uplifted 
hands, and those among them that were of the 
Mahomedan religion, fervently implored for us 
the favour and protection of Allah and their Pro* 
phet. The eyes of many of them were streaming 
with tears, and all were more or less affected. 
As we passed by these poor creatures, we spoke 
to them all, and thanked them again and again fot 
their good wishes. Our hearts must have been 
of marble if we could have beheld such a scene 
without some slight emotion. On our way to- 
wards the river, also, the path was lined vrith 
people, some of whom saluted us on one knee, 
and some on both, and we received their bene- 
^ctions as we walked along. 

It was exactly half past nine in the morning 
when we arrived at the river side, where we found 
two canoes lying to receive our goods, which we 
quickly loaded. But with that indolence and in- 
difference which distinguish all ranks of people 
here, the canoemen did not make their appearance 
till nearly two hours after, though we had sent 
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messengers- repeatedly to them to hasten their 
coming ; the head of them is the ' SuUikin Zhil«» 
Mgee' (king of the canoe) that conveyed us from 
Kagogie to Ykoorie. When our people were all 
embarked on the Niger, and ourselves, we humbly 
thanked the Almighty iot past deliverances, and 
fervently prayed that He would always be with 
us, and crown our enterprise with success. 

We had been but a short time on the water,- 
when we discovered that the smaller canoe, in 
which were six individuals and a number of sheep 
belonging to the Nouffie messengers, was over- 
laden and in danger of sinking, and that both 
were very leaky, insomuch that it required three 
men to be constantly employed in baling out the 
water to keep them afloat. To lighten the smaller 
canoe, we took a man from her into our own, and 
afterwards we proceeded more safely and with 
less apprehension; yet, at one o'clock in the 
afternoon, we were obliged to put into a small 
island called Meldliey to get it repaired, for we 
were afraid to proceed any further with the small 
eanoe on account of the rocks and the velocity of 
the current. 

The chief of the village, a decent-looking, 
dderly man, came down to salute us at the water- 
side ; and would not suffer us to depart till he had 
prevailed on us to drink beer with him and fire off 
our guns, when he compelled us to accept of a finer 



Kd, wkkh we were to6 polite to reject He wwf 
^iessed in a tobe nnide of a ttiixture of ceantry 
doth and Manchester eotten^ &e. Ailer we 
had remained on the island about half an hoor, 
which was occupied in making the necessary re- 
pairs to- the canoe, we lannehed her ont into the 
water, expressed oar thanks tb the diie^ and 
took our leave. Mei&lie is toIeraWj cultiyated, 
W[id h inhabited solely by Boi^oo men. It 
Mes on the western side of the river. Between 
thi» island and Booss^, the river is ftill of small 
islands, with channels of deep water between litem; 
The banks on both sides are very fertile, as weff 
«s the islands themselves, which are mostly in« 
habited and well cultivated^ 

The eorrent, according to our estimation, was 
here nmning at the rate of five or nx miles is 
an houfr ; and' the bed of the river was foil of 
tocks^ some of which were only a few inches 
below tiie surface of the water, which occasioned 
it to make a loud rushing noise, and forewarn the 
emioeraaii of his danger. O^ng to the skillii]*' 
Bess of OUTS, we soeceeded' in crosdng ene es 
two sunken reefs, which, in the dry season mora 
especially, mvst be extremely dangerous; even as 
it was, we exp^ieaoed considerable difficulty io 
getting over tdiem. At two o*cloek we passed 
iiie boundaries of Boossk, on the eastern wde of 
the river, and entefed the dominioiis of the Kiay 
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#f N<M^i& A temn faelon^ng^ to die ftniMBr 
pOTtrear^ o& tlsc: eafttem bank «i tine river, maiky 
tifcft spat;; birt we were uoahk to aseeitain ki 
Bams. We tbea trareUed al«x»g by the side ef a» 
island, very woody» caJiied ' Askj Man's LandJ 
wfaiehv tiHMi^ fertile,, ia aniababited, in conse* 
^aemsR ci the vast. muKiber Oi£ wiJd Lonaea which 
it is said to contain. 

At five p. la^we came ta Ingu&Byillgee,.baving 
fasaed, jjoat befbee*. a very large and fkleasattt, hut 
atn^giing toona, called Cengie*^ Inf^ftzbiMigeet 
ia tiu first towa on tiae Wi^vow gronnd^all above^ 
en the western baak ef tl^ Niger^ belottging to 
Boesak Joameying ak>og; £bc a. quarter of an 
hour ndAoai stcfipuig here, we put into a market 
town, en a lacge and beautiful isknd called Pa* 
tautie; ^UBt in tjiae to save ourselves from a heav]^ 
abower ; and b«» we sbaU be obliged to remaia 
till the return of a meat^agiev wbawe landed in 

* This is most probably the Songa of Clapperton, lis 
having passed through it on his way to Comie from BoossA ; 
and his name, therefore, has been adopted in the map. 

i* This place has thve» mames. Glapperton^ caU» il 
CamU, * or more piopeiljr, Won^trq/iief and Lander Ingud* 
zhiiiigee. It i^peacs to be the fixst place below Boossft^ 
where the riTer i» entirely clear of rocks, and is theniibret 
adopted as the feny, and called the ' King's Ferry/ It ia 
the general thoroughfare for merchants passing and repansh 
ing from NoniBe and the countries to* the nostii-eaiit of 
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tKe middle of the day, ahd sent to Wowow fos 
the purpose of infonning the king of our de« 
l^arture from Boossk, and of our intention to abide 
ait Patkshie till he chooses to send us the large 
canoe that we have purchased of him. We are 
liow out of the protection of the friendly inonarcli 
Of Boossk, who will have nothing fordier to da 
with us. 

About twenty or thirty paces from the river's 
side, we discovered a great quantity of huge bones 
and skulls of hippopotami, piled up on a high 
platform which has been erected for the purpose. 
These, we understand, are preserved as trophies by 
the natives, on much the same principle as foxes', 
tails are kept by many country gentlemen in 
England. From the decayed appearance of some 
of the skulls, we are inclined to believe that most 
of the animals must have been destroyed very many 
years ago. We were speedily introduced to the 
chief, who gave us a hearty welcome, and who we 
found to be a little round, fat, jolly-looking old 
man; and as soon as was convenient, we were 
<:onducted to an excellent hut, received a quantity 
of provisions from the chief, and then lay down to 
rest. Thermometer 76°, 86°, 88° during the day. 

Tuesday, September 2l8t — Patashie, as we 
have said, is a large, rich island, unspeakably 
beautiful, and is embellished with various groves 
of palm, and other noble trees. Its distance froa» 
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Boossi^ as nearly as we <^n guess, may be be* 
Iween forty and fifty miles. It abounds with 
hones, asses^ bullocks, sheep, goats, poultry, kc4 
and produces abundance of com and yams; in 
fact the soil is so exceedingly fertile, and its in* 
habitants so industrious, that not an acre of 
ground in the whole island, it is said, is left with* 
out cultivation. Patkshie is tributary to WowoWy' 
though it is inhabited solely by Nouffie people^ 
who are considered honest, active, laborious, and 
wealthy. We find the river very much swollen,' 
thie banks are of a shelving nature, and the water 
is now nearly on a level with the highest part of 
them. We observed several small villages on the 
Nouffie side. 

Our hut has this day exhibited a scene of 
revelry and mirth more becoming a native- inn 
than a private dwelling. 

The chief of the island, accompanied by our 
four messengers from Boossk and Nouffie, our 
canoemen, and several of his own people, all 
dressed * in their holyday best,' paid us a visit in 
the earlier part of the morning, and out of corn* 
pliment, I fancy, remained with us till eveningy 
with the exception of a short absence in the middle 
of the day, during all which time they were em-^ 
ployed in swallowing palm-wine, which is pro* 
cured in the island in great plenty, and in telling 
nonsensical stories. We were glad when they 
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said k wa» time to ^pavty and ksring ahakes 
hunAs with tiie ao^ilouvc^druiifearda^ t^e^t^ok^NS 
k»ve, Btaggerofk out o# tW kut, ao^ all w«nl 
kughittg away. 

It is rather singular tiial thongk- the chief » m 
•ooty black, he haa bi»g>hi blue eye%. We le- 
eaivedf frem hkn about noeii- a ilae goal, an<| 
SMMet of pomided yam> and raeait, stewed in patea* 
mL These were brosght in weM^^^ired- woodeai 
^tkea^ t£ huge dim«a&ie»» ; and we ftdbee^eatly 
leoefved aox ewe sheep, and siniiw dtessed diskee, 
from the chieC of an island hetonghi^ t» Nouffie, 
whidi lies abreast e£ tim, and whrnsit we h»re not 
yet sectt. 

The magia's son (whose name is Me^BHBed)^ 
and whom we find toe be a^cry iDteUigembjoul^in- 
lornis «s^ that if the frmee of Wowow be nnabk 
to furnish us with a canoe Bafficiently lai^e fiat 
ma» purpose, it. would be well to demand the 
leBtoratkm of ana horses^ whidi we could, dispose 
eti advantageouely in Nouffie, and pmshaae a 
^andty of beads^. and other trifles, winAk the money, 
as presents ta the vamos chiefs along the banka 
of the rbrev. instead of puarchasing a canoe oui^ 
aelvesy which wooM be very expoMive,. the yawkg 
maat prwonised, in the name of his fathec, to ob- 
tain one of coniBiodioas. size^ which should mnwet 
ali purposes, and take us toj TagrUy with men 
whom it fldioiiid be his basineas likewise tor get^ 



Tagnt, we believe, w veij near Bniinr. tn ow 
«wn epmien, tlii« woaki eertaiol^ be ^ safett 
and beat inean» of jottmeying' dovni' tke Niger, 99 
the proteetion< of alT' the ehiefi would Uiereby: )m 
insured to U9. B^t we are appr^ensire that we 
have gone too far towards adopting a difbrenl 
scheme, and we see very Httl^ likelihood, mdeed; 
that we ^lalt be 1^9^ to* embraee the plan sng" 
gested, and so strongly reeommendied by Mo* 
hammed, nnlem the Wbwow ruler be not in a eon* 
dition to perform hi& engagement, and i» wi^ng 
to return our horsea, which does not appear to ua 
at all probable, under existing' civonmstanees.. 
The messenger we sent to* hirai is not yet vetume^ 
Thermometer 74^ Sa®, 96®, during ike day. 

Wedftesday^ Sepi, 22d'. — This momkig we weca 
visited by the revellers of yesterday, who brought 
with them several gallons of pahnnvine, whaeh 
they swallowed in a very short time, and to every 
appearance we were threatened with a renewal; c4 
yesterday's debauch ; but luckily for us they went 
out lor a few minutes to procure more liquor^ 
when we embraced the opportunity of closing thci 
door of our hut n^inst them, and thus preventedl 
their re-entering it. 

In the morning v^e were favoured with a v«b 
from the chief of Te^, Ihe Novffie island aHuded 
lo yesterday. He is a venerable-looking old man,' 
«f advantageous stature, ft^ OLCsedlnfly covpu-* 
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lent He expressed the utmost delight and satis-' 
Ikction on seeing white men before he died, and 
declared it was a pleasure, which neither his father, 
mother, nor uncle, had ever enjoyed, and a grati'< 
fication which his ancestors had -never hoped 
for ; he should therefore cherish the remembrance 
of it as long as he lived. We have with us a 
quarto edition of natural history, with plates; 
tiiese, though incomprehensible to the natives of 
Yarriba, appear to be extremely well understood 
here, and have excited in the minds of those that 
have seen them the highest degree of admiration^ 
rapture, and wonderment. The old chief of 
Tekh gazed upon them in silent astonishment; 
but when we took out a watch and mariner's com-> 
pass for his inspection, and their uses were ex- 
plained to him, he became at first very uneasy^ 
and afterwards perfectly wild with amazement. 
No one in the world could express more naturally 
or forcibly the emotion of wonder, or the passion of 
fear, which the countenance of this old man dis* 
played as he looked at the watch ; nor could he be 
persuaded for a long time but that it was in pos- 
liession of life and being, and had the power of 
moving. Afiter a long and friepdly chat the good 
old chief saluted us, and took his leave. 

Te&h lies very near the island of Patkshie, from 
which it is divided only by a very narrow channel.' 
Of the two, Tekh is said to be the larger and more. 
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populous ; but with regard to agreeableness of ap- 
pearance, amazing fecundity of soil, and natural 
productions, they are pretty much alike, both being 
beyond description fertile and beautiful. In both 
provisions are reasonable, and in the greatest 
plenty ; they are both inhabited by individuals of 
the same nation, who eiirich the islands by their in^- 
4u8try and labour ; and both have been equally 
exempt from those intestine broils and common* 
tions which have for so long a time agitated and 
impoverished the natives of the main land. 

In the evening a messenger arrived from the 
king of Wowow, with news not at all to our 
liking. He informs us that we were anxiously 
expected in that city from Boossk at the tinie of 
the holydays ; and because we did not come agree- 
ably to our promise, the prince could not conceal 
his chagrin, and was exceedingly angry not only 
with the king of Booss^, who was the cause of 
our absence, but with us likewise. The messen- 
ger continued, that his sovereign had most cer- 
tainly procured for us a canoe, which is laid up at 
Lever ; but that if we wished, or rather if we were 
determined to have our horses back again, the 
king would send them to us in compliance with 
our wishes, ' for who,' said he, with much empha- 
sis, ^ would presume to assert that the monarch 
of Wowow would keep the property of others V 
^ It would not be paying him that respect,' he con« 



iBMied, ' mtddk hh raak Mid 8iBal»i danaiMkct 
^mem the while men to leave his dominioiis- jyid 
tlie country akogelJier, m&oiit firat ceBsk^ te 
pay him dieir iieftfeoli, jokl he would therefore 
sntiettt u» to jpay a visit to Wowow iisBiediatdy 
for that purpoae, or if holh of ^ug could net lame 
Fatiu^e, he reqiAeeted that I would coxae and hid 
Um adieu, hecause I had mot dm^e so «hen my 
iUneea tx>oipelled me to leave his citi^. 

The man finished his message hy complaiiuiig 
bitterly of the conduct of tlie king of Boossi^ who^ 
he saisd» ^ad acted towards 'hia sovereign deceit- 
foUy, unfhandsomely, and inconsisteatly, through- 
out all tJie tranftaetkwtB in wJuch we have been 
princ^ally concerned. We ourselves xte confi* 
d»»t that Ae long of Wowow will strongly object 
to the arrangement >ef his rdative, regarding our 
being sent either to the magla or -to tbe chief <^ 
the FaMtahs at Rabba, if not endeavour to frus* 
trate it, because he is at enmity with the -one, and 
hath fears and hates the o&er. But how he cas 
positively fffevent this scheme firom beio^ carried 
into effect, seeing we shall have the magia'« son 
and a Nouffie messenger in the same caaoe wiUi 
us, we cannot imagine. 

The monardis of Boossi «id Wowow se^i 
to have ¥^ opposite opinions regarding our 
journey* The former insists on the necessity of 
our procoedii^ down l^e Niger Dn the easterm 
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0r NiMiffie jida, w^hidi weuld ceitakily^be the iBOiH 
inleMstiog iMmL desimye; wberefts ike other 
umbo s «Be ef slrei^ 1aiigiMi||fe to persuade^ifl that 
llie Yafriba side «£ the river would he the mtnA 
OMiTenieDt, the moiA agveeahle, and the safest^ 
mad 4hat if we vr«uld make mp oinr mmda sot to 
artfeettd la the khtg «f BooiMa's advice, he would 
wemd a mesaenger vriik ua, who should protect ua 
even to the aaa. Tfaie differenoe of o^iuon, w» 
«re apfnehenaive, wiU Invi^ve ns in a ^lousanl 
perplexities ; yet we must he guided in our choico 
CBtirelf hf dmiinsfeaneea. Inleffest, present or 
remote, and pv^ncKce and {lassieii, ■aeon to sway 
the minds of both these rulers, thou^ each of 
them avows his dtsinterestednesa. The Idng cf 
Baassi, a good 4nan, but of an hiunbie, yiddhtg, 
peaceful, enduxwtg Umpety and «f a itimorous« 
wavering ^kpfwition, requests us eaoMBtly to 
visit the ICagla and 1^ Falatahs, because ha 
knows it would gratify their vamty, and make 
them Us firiends for ever ; — the king of Wowo«r, 
af a firm, aagaoiaus, and nmbending mind, soonna 
the friendship and defies the power of either, and 
is inveterate in ins dislike both 4>f the very nama 
«f FahLtah, and that of the brather of Ederesa ; 
he is awaiB that our visiting their temtories in 
person, would not-only he paying them a very high 
eompliaMnt, but would likewise, in some measure^ 
he advantageous to them, and is guided by this 
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decided partiality in doing all in his power to bring 
us over to his own views and sentiments. From 
the treatment I experienced at Soccatoo, I must say 
that I entertain a very great aversion to the whole 
Faltoh nation; and am of opinion, that if we 
put into Rabha, according to the suggestions of 
the king of Boossii, we shall be detained there till 
Bello be informed of the fact, and his intentions 
with regard to us be communicated to the chief. 
I am therefore inclined to adopt the advice of the 
king of Wowow, rather than to comply with the 
wishes of his august relative, though there is no 
just or reasonable ground to fear either ill-treat- 
ment or detention at the hands of the Fal&tahs, 
more especially since we have received ample and 
satisfactory assurances from the powerful chief 
of Rabba himself of their favourable disposition 
towards us, that we shall be received as friends, 
and meet with every encouragement and support 
as far as their power and interests extend, and as 
far as their name is known and respected. Yet 
we cannot follow the bent of our own inclinations ; 
we are involved in difficulty; and though everything 
appears propitious to our enterprise, yet we are 
not masters of our own actions ; we must follow 
where others lead, and we are still in doubt as to 
what we shall do. At all events, we shall be 
guided in our choice entirely by circumstances ; 
* we shall trust our fortune to the powers above,' 
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and can only ptay that an indulgent Providence will 
fluecour, befriend, and protect us in ail circum* 
9tance9, as it has heretofore done. 

The Wowow ambassador will rest with us to* 
morrow ; and, on the day following, I intend ac- 
companying him to that city, not only to pay my 
respects to the sovereign, but likewise to have a 
final and decisive answer from him regarding the 
canoe, without further subterfuge or procrasti* 
nation. Thermometer 76^ 87^ 89% during the 
day. 

Thursday^ Sepi, 23d. — ^At Boossa, latterly, we 
had the greatest difficulty and trouble in procuring 
the bare necessaries of life ; but here, in thia 
flourishing Pat^hie, provisions have been sent ufr 
from the chiefs of the two islands, in such abun- 
dance, that half of them, we regret to say, have 
been unconsumed by our people and thrown to 
the dogs : we have received from each of them, 
daily, as much as a strong man could carry, con- 
sisting of the usual gigantic bowl of pounded yam 
and meat, stewed in palm oil. People here, of all 
ages, display the most anxious, though perhaps 
natural curiosity to see us; and large crowds of 
them assemble every day, and- wait from morning 
till night, patiently, till they have gained the object 
of their visit. However, they are all as timid as 
hares, and if we happen to look fixedly in their 
faces for a moment, most of them, more especially 
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the fbim^es^ smdtfae junior olMseS' of bolbseoiaH 
BUut back with tuncfr^ a» if»tiMyf hadsoftn a sev^ 
pent in the grass>^«Bd tvfaeii we Memj^ to widk 
near any of t)i«m^ they iub away voreamiiig', as 
ibough they had be«i ptarsoed by a licm,. or wa« 
iiD danger of falling into ihe jafW9«f- a cioeodile, 
80 bonified ate these poor- people at the baie 
sight of a whit» man, and so fnghtM da Ham 
imaginations picture him to be. 
^ In the evemng, long afler the sen had* gone 
down, the chief brought a youth for us to pass 
our opinion on, whom he introduced, as a near 
t^^Fe. . He has been- ill for the last fourteen- 
months, and the ehief prayed that we weuld endea* 
Tour to eure him of his compiaint: He isr a taO, 
lank young man, of humble, medest, and reserved 
manners. From a state of xobvist heidth and 
Tigour, whieh it appears -he formerly enjoyed, he 
k wasted away almost'to a skeleton ; and his tern* 
per, once pleasant, eheerftd, and ^nrightiy, haslost^ 
Its* elasticity, and he is beooaine thoughtftd, de^ 
jected, and mejaneholy : however, thoit^ the ht^ 
Tslid^rarely enjoys sound and relreehing sieqp^ 
yet he has a wonderlul appetite, and he eats witii 
voracity. We sincerely regret our ignonmce of 
ihe nature of his disorder, and tfaerdFore our utter 
inabilky to da him the slightest bene^/; never^ 
theless, the old dnel solicited us so warmly for 
Qiedicine, and with such pressiiKg importunity, that- 
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vatherthsn give oienoe, and because the yonng 
nan complained of a sore tiiioat and neck^ whick 
seemed to annoy him at pxeBent more than aay* 
thing else, we chafed those parts with a little spinta 
of hartshorn, and wiapped.roimd them several folds 
of warm flannel. It was all that we could do to. 
relieve his pain, and it seemed to give complete 
satisfaction. Poor people! how happy did this 
little service make itsem ! 

The natives are subject to v^ry few diseasesf 
mnd those, generally speaking, are not of a 
tengeroBs or malignant tendency. A& far as we 
are able to judge from the symptoms he describes^ 
the complaint under which the old chiefs prot^i 
labours, approaches nearer to the nature of con* 
sumption than to any other disease with which we 
aire acquainted. Small pox is very prevalent, but 
we do not hear that it often terminates fatally* 
The Guinea-worm is frequently met with; ulcers, 
of that frightful description which prevails on the 
coast, are unknown ; but agues and slight fevers 
are by no means uncommon ; and of all com^ 
plaints, sore eyes and aflections of the bowels are 
by far the most general. Properly speaking, the 
natives have no active medicine of their own, 
though they boast an acquaintance with a variety 
of medicinal plants, which, as far as our obserVa* 
tion extends, are wholly inefficacious ; they like* 
wise ascribe, the most wonderful healing properties 

q2 
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to a miantity of roots and fibres of trees, which 
are sought after BXid vended by a number of idle, 
lazy fellows who pretend to be Mahomedan 
priests : however, from our experience, these do 
neither good nor harm, being perfectly innocent 
in their effects, and altogether useless. The root 
of a large and scarce tree holds so high a repu- 
tation for the astonishing properties which it is 
supposed to possess, that it has obtained, by way 
of distinction, the name of the ' mother of roots/ 
Besides its other virtues, the credulous people 
believe that, whilst they have the smallest portion 
of this celebrated * mother of roots* about their 
persons, they can assuage every sorrow, alleviate 
every misfortune; banish care from their minds 
and want from their dwellings, avert pain, and 
secure happiness. From the Arabs, however, the 
natives obtain great quantities of trona^ which is 
a fossil alkali, and is found on the borders of 
the desert. It is a strong and active aperient, 
and possesses other medicinal properties which 
are understood by the people. It is taken by 
all ranks in every complaint, of whatsoever nature 
it may be. Trona is likewise beat to a powder 
and mixed with snuff, to which it imparts a great 
degree of pungency. And lastly, it is given to 
horses, sheep, and other animals, which eat large 
lumps of it with the greatest avidity. Ther- 
mometer 78°, 89°, 91°, during the day. 
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Friday^ September 2\th. — The Boossa canoe- 
men, who have been intoxicated every day since 
they have been here, returned to their homes this 
morning in a state of ebriety, having received a 
shilling each and a few needles, as a reward for 
their labour. Shortly after their departure, I 
landed for the purpose of proceeding to Wowow, 
and took possession of a house, on the bank of 
the river, which had been prepared for me. The 
King of Wowow's messenger accompanied me, 
and having got everything ready as soon as we 
could, we commenced our journey towards his 
city. It was the intention of the man from 
Boossii to have taken his leave of us here, and 
return to his sovereign ; but when he heard the 
extraordinary communication and insinuations 
of the Prince of Wowow, he changed his mind, 
and resolved to accompany me as above related. 
I left my brother on the island to take care of 
cur things, and the following temarks were made 
by him in my absence. 

' The Noufiie messengers remain here with me, 
and the Queen of Boossk*s '* master of the horse" 
has determined not to leave us till after our 
arrival at Lever ^ though we would much rather 
dispense with his company. They tell us that 
Rahha is two days' journey by water. from the 
town of Lever, and three from Funda, and that 
Funda is four days' journey from the sea. 
On our arrival at Rabba, says Mohammed, or 
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after we shall have deliTeBed a present to its 
eliief, and the fomuditieft of introduction are gone 
through, he will supply us witii horses to convey 
ns to a town wherem tiie M^Ia resides, and 
which is about two days* journey from theneo, 
for it will he neeeSsary that we should pay oar 
respects to him in person. 

' The chief of Patkshie came to see me this 
evening by lamplight, accompanied by his sick 
.relative, whom he pronounced to be much better, 
having slept soundly during the night, and ex^ 
perienced a mitigation of pain. I applied a little 
more sprits of hartshorn to his throat, and recom- 
mended temperance in eating, gentle exercise in 
the open air, to beware of chills, and avoid ex;- 
posure to nightly damps and dews. The old chief 
and his nephew (for that is the relationship bo- 
tween them) took their leave of me with many re- 
pressions of thankfulness. Our hut has been lite- 
nlly crammed with visiters nearly the whole of the 
day. Thermometer 77°, 88®, 92°, during &e day. 

^ Saturday ^ September 95^^.— -Nothing worthy 
of particular notice has occurred to-day ; I eontiniie 
to receive the utmost hospitafity and kindness from 
^he old benevolent chiefs of Teah and this island, 
the latter of whom stays with me almost idl day 
long. He took a fancy to the anly English coat 
which is now lefl me, its green colour seeming to 
be the principal cause of his admiration ; and as it 
is of little consequence here how uacoutMy soever 
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an Eunopean nuiy be dressed, I tut off part of tte 
flkirls to make him a cop. A woman belonging 
•to the chief died to-day in a state of insanity. 
Aoeoxding to the people's accoont, the deceased 
WBB ID good health tfasee days ago, but this 
looming a malicious female demon entered into 
her, and began to eoEescise her malign propea- 
jsttes by tonnenting faer victim, throwing her upon 
£ie8, and into the water, causing her eyes to roU 
in a faensied manner, and .making b&c lie along 
iuhe ground, raving and roaring most fiuiously. 
JLast of all, they say the evil spirit put an end to 
lier tQitore by tatmg her Itfe^ and she died. 
Thermometer 74"^, 60% 63°, during the day. 

* iSatTidoy, September 26th, — ^A. Mahomedan 
priest, fumished with pen .and ink, arrived at 
S^atjuriiie to pay his reepects to us, and without 
wearymg me with questions, he sat down very 
conpoaedly and commenced writing an Arab 
dionn or pmyer, for our health, preservation, and 
ottoseas. I felt no inclination to intexrupt the 
man's batevolent intention; and when he had 
finished, the Magia's son, who liq)pened to be 
present, animated by the same laudable impulse, 
produced a chatm possessing, no doubt, as many 
virtues as the Mallam's. These are nothing more 
Aan short extracts from the .Kcnran. Both men 
appeared to write Uie Arabic character with a 
readiness and fiuility which one Would scarcely 
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expect to find in this remote country. Charms 
or amulets are in universal use, more especially in 
Yarriba, where, perhaps, the Mahomedan re- 
ligion is least felt, and has made least progress. 
They are generally encompassed with red cloth or 
leather ; are worn for the most part on the left 
arm ; and from ten to twenty are sometimes ob- 
served on the person of one individual. This 
custom might have originally been introduced 
into the country by the Arabs, and disseminated 
by their means through all these parts of the 
continent. The phylacteries of the ancient Jews, 
which were little rolls of parchment, containing 
written passages from the Holy Scriptures, and 
which used to be worn upon the forehead and the 
wrist of the left arm, might have given the Ara- 
bians the hint of wearing extracts from the Koran 
in like manner, and which, by the lapse of ages, 
have degenerated into the present superstitious 
practice of wearing charpis^ which is so prevalent 
in Africa. The same idle stories with regard to 
reputed wizards, necromancers, &c., which are 
current in Boossik, obtain as great a degree of 
credit here ; and the people likewise believe in 
other absurdities equally detestable. To-day a 
man has been accused of eating the spirit or 
living principle of another ; but in what manner 
he is to be punished, no one has yet informed us. 
Thermometer 76°, 86°, 91°, during the day.' 



^ 
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Monday^ September 27th» — ^I returned ia the 
wannest part of the day from my visit to Wowow; 
with no less than three men as messengers from 
the king, the whole of whom axe to accompany us 
to Leyer. It has ever been the policy of all the 
African rulers of the cities aiid kingdoms through 
which we have passed since leaving Bad&gry, to fur- 
nish us with a greater number of guides and mes- 
sengers than we have either required or wished. In 
the present instance, one would have been amply 
sufficient for our purpose, but, as on former occa- 
sions, the Wowow men are the king's slaves, and 
will be obliged, on their return, to lay before their 
monarch whatever we may give them as a reward 
for their trouble ; he will take from them as much 
as he likes, which most likely will not be less than 
seven-eighths of tlie whole, and the little left will 
then be divided among the messengers, so that 
self-interest alone has induced the king to send us 
three men, because three men will be entitled to 
more wages than one. 

On my arrival at Wowow on the 24th instant, 
I felt too much fatigued from the length of the 
journey, and the heat of the weather, to pay my 
respects to the monarch, and therefore desired to 
be excused from visiting him till the morrow. Ac- 
cordingly, on the following day, I had prepared 
myself to go to the king's house, in pursuance of 
my agreement, but was greatly surprised on learn- 
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ingliiAt liie«oeeiitric old man had excuied lumself 
fiom bdng'Boen on thi^ day, o& Ike ante plea as 
I had the day before, observhig tiuU he had takes 
• ride to view his gatdena ia the manung, and 
that the exeicise had «o much tiied hinv 4hat he 
felt BO inclination whatever to reoehre visiteDi till 
nextday* Therefore, it vras nottili ^ 26th, that 
the king granted me an audience, and 'then he 
•aid, with the gieatett indifference, ' I have not 
yet been able to proeare you .the canee which I 
promiaed to get ; but I have no doubt Ahat the 
inter of Pat^hie will hare it in. his power to sup- 
ply you with one to your aatia&ction, for wbkk 
purpoae I wUl send an express to that island witk- 
out delay, whom I willifiumdi with the neeeesary 
ittatmctions to efieet an laaiediHte purchase*' 
Thus, with as much diaeusaroB as weiild fill a vo- 
Inme, continued with little or no infeenniasion far 
•evaen weeks, between Jke «overeignB of two eoon- 
tnes, who during that period weve sending mea* 
sengers to each other continually, the migfaty 
buaaieas which had euployed all their thoughts, 
and in which they were unceasingly engaged— 4he 
aimple pufchaae of a canoe," ia even now left un- 
^niahed ; in fiu]t, up to tiie preaent moment, no 
fflore.has been done in the matter, than when we 
firat made known our intentions and wishes to tiie 
king of Booaak -from the city of Yk€>orie twe 
months ago. So mudi for the expedition with 
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which Afiioam maall^rtnmaact their affidra. The 
king took the opportunity of infonntng me, that 
be fi&ouid by and by set about erecting a suitable 
'building for the reception of our coimtr3rnieni 
whenever it shotuld please them to come up the 
Tiver to trade : for the old man cherishes the be- 
lief, in common with other rulers on the banks 
of ^e Niger, that numbers of Europeans will^ 
some time or other, certainly visit his coontry for 
the purposes of traffic. 

Before my departure, the monarch' showed nie^ 
in eompUanee with my request, the whde of his 
collection of charms, which are wiitten on Bheets 
of paper, glued or pasted together. Amongst 
them I discovered a small edititm of * Watts's 
Hymns,' on one of the blank leaves of which was 
written: — * Alexander Anderwn, Royal Military 
Hoipitalf Gfogpmtj 1804.' It is perhaps unne- 
cessary to say, that Mr. Anderson was the com* 
|»animi, and I believe a very near relative of the 
celebrated Mr. FwAl. From the Wowow chief- 
tain, as well as frcmi his good old brodier, and our 
friend Abba, T and my attendants experienced the 
most liberal hospitality ; and, on taking my leave 
of them, they wished me farewell in the most cor- 
dial and affectionate manner. Besides ^ note 
Jirom Mr. and Mrs. Watson to Mr. Park, which 
we obtained when «t Boosiiik, we also saw another 
from Lady Palk^lh, of the «ame date, admow- 
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iedging the receipt of some drawings from him. 
Thermometer 76°, 89°, 93°, during the day. 

Tuesday^ Sept 2Sth, — It is really tiresome to 
say anything further on the provoking subject of 
the canoe ; yet we think it necessary to remark, 
that not a single one is to he found here suffi* 
ciently large for our purpose, or at all answering 
the expectations held out to us by the prince of 
Wowow. Lever is therefore again fixed on as the 
place where our wishes are to he answered, and 
our hopes realized ; and we are given to understand 
that we shall leave this place for thence at an early 
hour to-morrow. 

On walking across Patitshie to-day, in perhaps 
its narrowest part, we found the island to be about 
a mile in width ; yet, in comparison to its breadth, 
it ii very disproportionate, being several miles 
in length. Patkshie is extremely populous for its 
size, and, large clusters of huts are scattered all 
over the island. From a gentle eminence on the 
main land opposite, its appearance bears a striking 
resemblance to the more beautiful parts of the sea- 
^oast. 

The people have a hut here, wherein all females 
who conduct themselves indecently, or commit any 
crimes or offences, are imprisoned. This building is 
distinguished from the others by its size, situation, 
and superior appearance* Outside the door-way, 
•and on each side of it, are two clay figures, nearly 
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as large as life, which are affixed to the wall. One 
of them is intended to represent a woman in an 
upright position, and without clothing, so that 
every female who sees it may be reminded of the 
object and origin of the institution; but the thing 
looks extremely odd, and the execution, as might 
be supposed, is rude and contemptible. The 
f gure opposite to it is a pretty good representa- 
tion of a crocodile ; and is placed against the 
wall, I suppose, merely as an ornament. Nearly 
all the junior classes of the population here go en- 
tirely naked ; and it is not before they attain to 
man's or woman's estate that they begin to clothe 
themselves. Red clay is in general use among 
females of all ranks. The Magia's son intends 
leaving us to-morrow, on a visit to his father, 
whom he will inform of our movements, &c. 
From thence he purposes proceeding to Rabba, 
where he will stay till our arrival. Thermometer 
76^ 87^ 90°, during the day. 

fVedneadayj Sept 29th, — After our luggage 
had all been packed up this morning in readiness 
for our departure, and everything had been pre* 
pared for that purpose, word was brought us from 
the chief, that we should be unable to start till to- 
morrow, because the Niger, he said, would receive 
a great influx of water to-night, which would be 
considerably in our favour. As it rained heavily 
and incessantly nearly the whole of last night, and 
as we had continued heavy showers almost the 
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whole of this for^iooii, ire have made no ooia- 
pkdnt orfiu» at oar diiappaiiitaBaEil;, but ^aietty 
await the comiog of. to-morrow. In the evemi^ 
we were urgentiy solicited by the hospitable chief 
of Patitfihie, for a <^ann to render him soeceaaful 
in all his shooting exonrsions, and in hmiting the 
hippopotamus. This request was soon fioJlowed 
by a similar one from his brothen For ourselYes 
we are obliged to follow the current of opinion, of 
consent to lose our credit and be regarded with 
detestation; and, as our charms are likely to be as 
effective as those of the Arabs, we scunetimes 
oblige the natives in this respects Thennometer 
75°, 85% 87°, during the day. 

Thwrsday^, Sept. 30^ — Between e%ht and 
nine o'clock in the mornings horses were broi^ht 
us from the chief and his nephew, to take us to 
the water's side, where the lu^age had been pie- 
▼iously conveyed. Here we waited a good while 
till canoes were brought from another part of the 
island, there being but one got ready at the time 
of our arrival. While we stood near the water's 
edge, hundreds of people were collected there to 
look at us, and among them was a native Pagan 
priest, who was dressed more fimtMticaUy than 
any M erry-Andrew in Christendom. His clothing 
was manufactured ahnost solely of fine sof^ grass. 
His head and shoulders and part of his body were 
hid underneath an enormous thing, in shape like 
the roof of a hut, with a fiinge and tassels of 
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the canoes. There we found a man and woman 
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Stained grass. A tobe, made also of grass, exo 
ceU^Ditiy wofven and of Tarioufr coloiin^ encircled 
hia body* and reached as far as the knee; and the 
man wore likewise trowsers of the same material^ 
and.pbdted in a similar mann^, but. this was un- 
stained, and of the colour of dried grass; it waa 
turned up at the ankles, though a deep fringe 
bung to the ground. He afpproached several in- 
dividuals ihat were sitting on the turf, and stoop- 
mg over them, the priest enveloped the upper part 
ef their persons in his uncouth head-dress ; shook- 
it over them, which produced a strange rustling 
noise; screamed in a most frightful and unearthly 
tone; and then arose to perform the same barba* 
roua c^emony to others* 

When the canoes had arrived, and all our things 
bad been removed into them from the beach, we 
were desired to ride to a landing-place further 
down the island, because of the rocks, which are 
reported to intercept the stream at a little distance 
from the place whereon we stood, and to be very 
dangerous for canoes which are heavily laden. But 
first of all we took a cordial farewell of the hearty 
old chief of T^^A, who had come over to see us 
before our departure. The venerable governor of 
Fatashie, to whom we are under so many obliga* 
tions, thai' preceded us on the footway, walking 
with a staff; and we reached the appointed place 
of anbarkation exactly at the same mcMment as 
tiie canoes. There we found a man and woman 
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sitting on a mat, which was placed on the gras8» 
refreshing themselves with Guinea nuts and water; 
we partook of their fare by invitation, and as the 
canoes were waiting for us to come on boaid, 
we bade adieu, in the most expressive manner, to 
the good old chief of Patkshie, and thanking all 
the friends that had accompanied us thither, we 
jumped on board, and pushed off from the shore, 
cheered by the natives that were present. 

The current bore us rapidly along, but we re- 
gretted to find the river again broken up by rocks 
and numerous small islands, which spoil its de- 
h'ghtful appearance, and render it unnavigable. 
A few miles below Patkshie, are three islands, 
abreast of each other, and by no means destitute 
of beauty or verdure, which are called collectively 
Rdah. On one of them is a large trading town, 
and near it the canoemen landed to get some re- 
freshment. We then continued our course for 
some time without meeting any obstacle to em- 
barrass us ; but aftewards, in order to get clear of 
a reef of rocks, we were obliged to make our way 
through an exceedingly narrow channel, overhung 
with the branches of trees, and more than half 
filled with rushes and tall luxuriant grasses. This 
brought us into the main river again, and having 
passed along in front of one or two towns on the 
banks of the river, we came in sight of Leoer^ 
which was the place of our destination, and where 
we landed at one o'clock, after rather a short ex- 
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oursion from PatksBie of tHree hours* Lever may: 
be distant from that island about twenty miles. 

Our surprise was great indeed, when, instead of 
the proper person whom we expected would have 
received lis, we were welcomed oh shore by a. 
man called Ducooj and who represented himself as 
agent and confidential friend of .theT prince of 
Babba ; but this surprise was not a little increased 
on learning that a party of forty or fifty armed' 
Faldtah soldiers were also in the town. Ducoo, 
who is a Bomouese, treated us with the courtly 
politeness of a Frenchman, and was equally lavish 
in his compliments and his offers of service ; he 
walked with us to the chief of the t6wn, to whom 
he took the liberty of introducing us, almost before 
he himself knew who or what we were ; went: 
himself and procured excellent lodgings for us, 
returned and sat down in our company to tell us 
some droll stories, and impart to us in confidence 
some very disagreeable news ; then hastily rose 
up, went out, and came back again with a sheep 
and other provisions, which he had obtained by 
compulsion firom the chief, and finally remained 
with us till long - afier the moon had risen, 
when he left us to our repose. A man of such 
excessive Tolubility we never recollect to have met 
with ; but at the same time he seemft to be a. most 
useful fellow. 

This lifter, then, after allt does not belong to 
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Icen, the king Tramed Captain 
milar dasger. 

Dttring the wiide Gauree of 
BTe nowhere exporieBoed great 
ntion, and bo^iitaUty, tiuai h 
tier of this [daoe, uid-liia no )« 
uiioB, and we aiail have ocon 
i«r ciFility to us ai loBg aa we 

Sinee we hare been here tlie It 

horse, bullock, eheep, and tm 
II very Taliu^le, while- our preie 
derably lesa th«i that which tl 
11 a lecetred. 

fFedtusday, June 23ni— Lai 
aS' viaited by a tornado, vidA 
lief to tlte town. Al an ea: 
orning the king and quern ] 
ell visit, when the fanaex agi 
> bewsre of pouon. We thei 
^owWgmentB to both for al 
id an bonr or two after they 
tpartnie, we rode out of the city, 
ro boneraen aa an eacort,, and 
the Ehdtan of Yioorie. Nt 
alia of BooBsii we caans to a 
ifds of the King and Midikli 
ler cattle can miwhen be Beeai, 
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\fiesei lent u». thia^ nuMouiig. Ky. the chief- o£ 
VaUnhie; ona o£ them ia tolexably large^ and» 
Bttady new,, but tha oAar i&, of muck smailec 
dimensioQflk However we. axe. well aware that 
the. kmg of Woxvow haa not. yet faid fax. them,, 
and we are afiraid that he* ne^er wilL; and ik 
gpaevea and. saddena ug beyond expresfiion- to, da 
thift thing ; for iha-. island, roleo ia sv simple, kind^ 
heai^ted) and good, very g»od old man. JBut what. 
caft we do? ff^e have not the meaaa of pmrchaaing^ 
]}i»caBQest.foe the king of Wowow has deprived- 
us of them ; our resources are neatly exhanatedi^ 
aivi how should we be able to pioaecute out jour- 
riKfl The Pat2i8hie. canoemea stoutly resisted. 
our elftima*, asr it is natural to suppose that they 
wwild Fon our own. pacts we. were* actually. 
adiamed to. look them in the faoa ;: but our busy^i, 
xealleBft friend, Ducqo^ the paest^ soon, silenced^ 
thdfi remarka by threatening to- cut off the haadr 
of him who should presume, from that time ta safe, 
ftiot m; either o£ the-, eanoea*. To* give his. menaca. 
the gittober weight, he stationed two of his men,, to. 
gUABd the fiiidbiddea boats, till tha. sun wentdowm 
withdrawn^ .ajwaadsv and dioiiig tfae greater part of 
the night BsnoAkenoi his men panded upland dowon 
the banks of the eukb near the-apet ae a» w^tch, ,and 
this ma&was contimillypleyiBg^^iqwn^ aiargpa^dnuv^a 
We are furnished wkit four meeAengerS) Ivesideat 
him from Nouffie, one of whom is from Boossit^ 

r2 
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and the other three from Wowow. The office of 
these men is to see that everything promised us^ 
by their respective sovereigns be executed in pur- 
suance of their agreement ; but no one can be 
more -intimidated or alarmed than they. . They 
have scarcely dared to open their lips for the pur* 
pose of speaking since our arrival ; they look as 
&(illy as sheep, sneak about our lodgings, and hang 
down their heads like prisoners under sentence of 
dsath. They are of no service whatever to us, 
rather a disadvantage in fact, but yet their wages 
must be paid them. 

" After the departure of Ducoo in the evening,: 
the chief of the town came to pay his respects and 
to wish us good night. He related to us a pitiable 
account of the evils which he and his people had 
midergone, and were still enduring from the sel- 
fishness^and rapacity of the Fal&tahs ; ' and they 
never pay us a visit,' said he, * but my spirits 
droop within me, and my heart becomes heavy 
i(nd sorrowful, for these foreigners come only to 
plunder and lay waste.' The appearance of thhigs 
at the present time seems to confirm this assertion, 
for a number of Fal&tahs are here for no other 
reason ; and the melancholy of the chiefs coun- 
tenance was an eloquent illustration of the embit- 
tered state of his heart and feelings. Thermome* 
ter 78% 89°, 93"^, during the day. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

State of the Town of Lever— The Falatahs— The Travellers* 

Canoes claimed — Interference of Ducoo — Detention of 

the Travellers — Their departure from Lever— The Town 

< of Bajiebo-^Chiefs — Canoes of Bajiebo— Departure 

- from Bajieho-r- Scenery of the River^«>Town of LeecheO 

— Visit to the Chief—The Passage continued down the 

River — Madjie Island — Mount Kesa^ Laud on Belee 

Island — Messenger from Rabba*— Arrival of Suliken 

Rouah, or the King of the Dark Water — Grand Proces- 

' sion of Canoes down the River— Anival at Zagoshi * 

' IslAnd-*^It8 swampy nature* j 

Friday^ October Ut. — ^This morning, to our infi- 
nite relief, the four messengers from VTowow an4 
B00SS& spoken of yesterday, wer^ paid for having 
accompanied us hither, and in the fotenoon they 
left the town in company to go to Wowow, The 
Patkshie canoemen also received their wages at 
the same time, and embarked in two canoes a fev^ 
minutes afterwards, on their return homewards, S0 
ihat there only remains with us at present one of 
the Nouffie messengers who joined us at Booss^ 
This town is called indiscriminately Lever and 
Layaba, though the latter name seems most gene- 
rally applied here. Its population is great, and 
.though it is very extensive, it has been built and 

* The first x in this word, is pronoiuiced like our « ii^ 
asure. 
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occupied a very few years only. Its inhabitants 
are all Nouffie people, and not long ago resided 
in a large village on the opposite side of the river; 
but on account of the civil wars which raged in 
their country, setting every man again^ his friend, 
and against his neighbour, when proper^ was 
inseouze, freedom ihisataned, and life in danger, 
Aey were driven 4o «eek an -asylum heis;, «here 
they fancied themselves out of l!he lAfluence of 
these evils, and beyond the reach of the FaMta^ 
fi{ whom they have an miconguerable dread. 
Heve aacordinglyiJtty eracted their dwellings, and 
cleared the adjacent groi»dforfniki¥alicm. How- 
ever, the poor people were not left a great while 
to enjoy unmolested the security which they haft 
\)een in quest of, and which they imaged they 
had found at Layaba, Tor three years -ago their 
relentless enemies invaded iheir retreat, ransac'ked 
the town and destroyed their^ouses by fire. Tbr- 
tunately for them the inhabitants liad timely notice 
of the approach of these marauders, and succeeded 
in recrossing the fiver, just before their arrival, 
without the loss of a single man ; nor could tht 
Fal&tahs follow them there, because they had no 
canoes« 'But rather tlian have flieir property d^ 
Btroyed a second time, and rather than 'be liable to 
continual irruptions of their enemies, who would 
abuse their women and enslave ^emselves, after 
thcnrretum hhhertfoe peopleof l«ayaba<e0Biented 



;io:payaiaMila]&!trifauieto ItlttfiDBceof the F«Uip 
4abi^ Ssedaba, iiidepiBiid6ist«f a kbui of ^gimmdp 

<«tf tbe iBQM^ «B tkit a ^uhk duty k ^r tiiii 
imeaiia exacted fiiom J^iem. J^oriBtfaktaM: fior 
^ctieB 0f JPaitodbA, wliioh aie'widtcut empkapment 
nt liome, ave genevally iprowling about ithe csoun* 
^, aod levying ccmteihiitioBB on thwe ^ayagea 
4wbich aie too feeble 1k> veskt their dlaims. 

'SochiB lAie<;aBe here at this moment ; the Fa* 

4&tahB ei^red iihe town on Wednesday 4o tidce 

from Hfi'peaoefol hihabitants whatever tiiey thought 

|yropec. Theee men are all es^emely welkkeHsed^ 

Bnd -are anned withlarge swords^ wMch are earned 

«boiit their per«»s wherever they go. It ifelifcelj 

enough that, in t^B toyrm, their object, -for the 

present at least, will be debated, for it is affirmed 

that they are in 'tenrible afiprehension of us, under* 

landing that we should interfefe in their unjus^ 

tifiable proceedings; and appeaorancee seem t« 

confirm thisassertien. 

This liftemoon their party was assembled to* 
*gether by beat df drum, and they crossed the river 
in a hurry almofrt immediately after. Without 
asking our penmssion, or ^ving the slightest in- 
timation ^ their intentions to either of us, they 
launched and took away the Patkahie canoe, which 
we call ours, «nd filled it with their people, which 
some i>ne observing, he came running in haste to 
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^mr huty and informed us that the FaULtahs had 
stolen our largest canoe, and were taking it Away* 
Unacquainted, then with dieir true motives for this 
action, we. were filled with apprehensipn, and he* 
Jieving the story which had been told us, my bro* 
ther instantly repaired to the water-side, where he 
•observed, sure enough, our canoe filled with Fa- 
littahs, who wejre waiting the signal for starting. 
He was agitated at the insolence of the fellows, 
jtfid ordered them to get out of the canoe imme- 
diately, or take the consequences* They were 
about to obey his commands, when our ofiicious 
jfViend, Ducoo, the priest, stepped forward, put his 
hand upon his shoulder, and with his usual volu- 
bility, de9ired him to be cool, and he would tell 
him all. He then informed him that he had him^ 
self taken the liberty of launching the canoe for 
the use of his friends, made an apology for not 
asking permission, and said, that, after the Fal&* 
tahs had crossed over on the| other side, it should 
be brought back to us again. This satisfied my 
brother, and he left them, though he knew he had 
heen telling a falsehood, for it was certainly his 
intention to send away the canoe, so that we 
should never have tlie use of it ; but as Ducoo was 
to remain at Layaba a little longer, we had de- 
termined to keep him in ' durance vile,' till ano« 
ther, through his means, should be got for us, 
^ In the mean time I had also repaired to the 
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.water-aide with a pistol, which bo terrified the Fa* 
I&tahs, that those, who were on shore jumped has* 
tily into another canoe, and a)l of them stole 
.away as fast as they could, in great trepidatioiii 
for they fancied that their end was come. The 
priest subsequently remarked, that since our arri* 
val, they had been greatly alarmed on account of 
•our presence, and that he had been unable to sup* 
press their fears. Thinking to pay us a compli* 
ment, he said we were stronger and better look- 
ing than any chief in the whole country, with the 
^exception of the sultan of Bomou. He is himself 
.a tall handsome feUow, and was chuckling at hi9 
own ingenidty, Ibut we took little notice of him^ 
and gave him not so much as a needle for his re* 
mark. . This same individual has begun to show 
himself. in his true colours; in the morning he 
^began begging with much importunity, not only 
for himself, but for others, nor would he be quieted 
until we had satisfied his covetousness; aud he 
then laid claim to one of our canoes, which he had 
the impudence to offer us for sale, and entreated 
that we would purchase of him ! Surely the man 
jcannot be in earnest. This is impudence with a 
vengeance! 

Another small party of Fal&tahs entered La- 
yaba this afternoon. An hour or two since, one 
pf them attempted to take away a bow and arrows 
from an inhabitant of the town, who disputed his 
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Tight 'to do «a ; ^M ^llie i'aiStrii m^roed iiwde- 
vnmd 1^ ouMiftg fakn «ioroBS Ihe fight shm^ddflr 
<9vilk tin «BWord. -Tke iviratRded vum miw tAe 
Mo€)d mid wept, and ?imii away to im^e a '£<ibi- 
)>laint )o iiiB clnef, mho hsaiflniiied^e \m tale and 
pitied fum. AJDier « good deid f]f ireoUe, lie 
camed f^ %ew and -vamn to lie given back to 
tlieir ngfatfiil owner, «bilt he could tde bo more ; 
lie daved not pankh 4he iisBaila&lt f or Ids onme>, 
-and lie was suffered <ko 'boast of it at iavge* Olow 
different are these people from iket peaoefoi and 
9ii^py Ealdtahs in YfunfM>a mxA «&er oounlaries, 
fdio epend %hek *time eolely in pastoral obcupa- 
tioiffi and pufsultel 'Ttermometer 7^, €S^, 87^, 
dnrmg tiie tlsy. 

tS^0iordo3^, O0*cil«r St2c— -The chief seirt is 
another ^^ «heep to-day, and a qoaiitity of 
dressed promions Hiwknming in palm ^. fie 
was'indaeed'to nra^kenBtihis present from ©ucoo^a 
insinuations, lAo, no doiibt, has Ms own •private 
ends in Tiew. The priest boasts mi acqiaintance 
with the late unfortunate Major iLaing, and 
affirms that ^e was near ihe spot at the time rf 
that gentleman's death. He tmn also relate the 
whole of the circumstances attending i^e melan^ 
dioly fete of Bfr. Park and ■!»» -associates. But 
this man is an eternal talker, and therefore we 
receive all his communicatbns with extreme bus* 
picion. - 



In'die m&eaummm, vmdl-party «3if jnenaanvai 
4iere ia a 'Omoe tem die ^ohief of lifae {B^wd df 
Teaih, with m «MBai|^ i» us, ptspcuBii^ <iitft the 
<HHioeB Wlndh me b«d,te Us infinite swiniie, 4»> 
tBixied at Layalm, •4iid not %dlong, «b ^vre 'iamgneA, 
^ %m «!i6nd iAe C^df^ .PatMie, tetiwne kit 
>cywn jmapeffey ; «Bd an 4» dil nat aduuniULge.'die 
tnithorhj cf Wowow, ^t hafl eviir I>e8n aubjeit 
to the fikig of Noiiffie,^e ^onaidBored iduitvn 
t^ottld liave no Tight wbatovvr tto 4^ «canoea in 
-queatioiK, aoid therefbve he would eMreait <U8 to ve* 
turn them 'by'the hands cf hmnneBsangan. He 
liad lent them, becamse he ^waa ^vsUng to obligt 
tis and please his neighbonr ; hut be £^ /not eoa* 
ceive or ihaak it 'possible, that we could «Mbe im 
trngmtdRil and unkind a iretum fmr iiia ^oqpitafitf!; 
"and the reapeet and attention wMc^ it 'had beeA 
iiis inrideand pleasure to iibaw ub. fbr «oQr mm 
]iait5, we could not forheor aoknewMging Ihe 
truth and justice of the ohservaliona of the Tekk 
chieftain, and Naming ourselves for liie stop we 
had taken. We then^ore expressed our deep 
and very shicere regret -at flie measure which we 
had, from a combination of chrcumstanoes, been 
compelled to adopt ; yet we assured the chief mes- 
Isenger, a quiet, respectable man, that it was not 
altogether our own-feuh, (for indeed it was not,) 
as the Fat&shie canoemen well knew, for 4lw men 
of Wowow had forbidden -Aem^to td^e back the 
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boats, promising that their sovereign would pay 
for them, and the Fal&tah agent had prevented 
them from doing so* We said further, that what- 
ever might be the consequence, we had not the 
lightest objection for the canoes to be restored 
to their rightful owner ; and provided the men from 
•Te^i could obtain the consent of the prieat to 
take them away, they were at liberty to do so 
whenever they might think propier. But this they 
were by no means disposed to do, for they both 
feared and hated him ; and therefore they bribed 
the Nouffie messenger with a large sum of 
money to assist them in their project, and pur* 
posed taking away both canoes in the night^season 
t>y stealth. However, their intentions were frus- 
)trated by the watchful vigilance of the priest, who 
had mistrusted them long before they were made 
known to us; pmd when he had actually detected 
•their plans, he ordered the canoes to be pulled up 
on shore, two hundred yards at least from the 
water's edge, and observed with vehemence, that 
after what he had done, should they be launched 
again into the water and taken away, he would 
instantly tie a rope round the necks of the chief 
of the town, and the Nouffie messenger that had 
accepted the bribe, and in that humiliating state, 
they should be driven like beasts to their sovereign, 
tfie Magia, 
' In the evening, the inhabitants of the town 
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assembled outside our house to amuse themselved 
by dancing and singing in the moonh'ght; for, 
notwithstanding all their misfortunes and oppres* 
sions, they never refrain from indulging with all 
their hearts in these sprightly and thoughtless 
entertainments. Every dancer held in each hand 
a cow's tail ; they were all dressed grotesquely, 
and a great quantity of strings of cowries 
encircled their legs and bodies, which made a 
loud rattling noise by the violence and celerity of 
their movements. They sang as they danced, and 
excited, by the oddity of their gestures, loud clap- 
pings of applause, and bursts of laughter from aUt 
tiie bystanders. The spectacle was ' exceedingly 
ludicrous; we have rarely witnessed so much 
jocularity and thoughtless gaiety; and we have 
seldom laughed so much at any native exhibition. 
Though the performers panted from want of 
breath with their exertions, they yet continued 
their darling exercises, as is usual with them, till 
long after midnight. 

like many of their countrymen, and like the 
natives of Yarriba, the inhabitants of Layaba 
appear to bestow scarcely a moment's reflection 
either on public misery or individual distress** 
upon their own misfortunes or the calamities of 
their neighbours. Nature has moulded their 
tninds to enjoy the life they lead; their grief, if 
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iktsf gmfB afe- aU, u* fautfiNc a momaaatu sMxais 
^ame^wm them and vanialiBit like the ligbtning'a 
flarii ; iasf wae|»^ and,, in the sama braath, them 
i^ril» rr*gMtt their ekisticitf and chaeKfolnaaa ; 
tika^r maf weM he aaid t^^drink o£ the watesa oi* 
Laife) iphentfvsr they please^. Aa li»^ as they 
lMir« fiscal ta ei^ and haakh, to^ enjoy tbeir fiivo* 
lombpaatiiaeB^they aeem conteited, hi^py, and fiill 
«fli&u They think of little eke. — 

^ TBrnght would deitioy. tbeir puadiate* 
Vhtrmomatev 77°^ 88^ 90^ daring t^ day. 

SUwda^j QbL M.-— We weiBr desired yesterday 
fa gttourlliingB padied npf and oursdvaa pre* 
paasd^ fo9 tint thta morning' we siniildi npnt the 
Maud to* proceed' on our joumsy. In pinwBBicg 
aif tiiia arrangemart we had got aifl; our luggage in 
saadinsaa, and only waited' liie coming of the chieF 
to tdis 6ur depanrtovey wheny to our gis«it mgrety 
one of hia nssaengera- entered our hut to apprise* 
whthat We' Aoaid be unable to ga amy till to- 
morrow, his master having beei£ dsaaaaded from! 
Ua ttdginal. purpoBer by ther offictoiu^ buaiiing 
fDeat,. our friend and enemy. We submitted tn 
the diaappolatasat aa potiei^y and ailenitly a& we 
aa nld y and in the evening-weiobteiiBed aaolfflaanEa 
pBoaniagy that whataYer ma^ be tba oonaaqnenoe^ 
no ene shnoid divatt hiaeE ftom thai mashtion hm 
bad fismsd of detauin^as nn Umgar thani tonia^ ;} 



aad duiiteadsi to-nuTttW mmriiBf ws^ahoidd cer*^ 
tnnly depwt. Thameneter 7e°^8ft% 86°,. dniing 

Hbnda^ QeL 4ift.^-0ui swpriae omL diqdea^ 
aufe nay be gueamedi. wlueiiv aftmr ouv goodr hack 
been nenunffid fiHinL oar In^ into* the pidioatnxley 
we weile mfamad^ thai wa dauJii be ecmipelled toi 
abide in the tawtt^taaalher da^r in>twhhataiul- 
Big all that the chief had t^ iia yesterday. Oub 
patience was iumr dompleteiy esdiauBted ; and we 
were in; gCBafe anger^ fipr itis diaheaitening to he 
always deceimt and. ttifled with b^: such scoim* 
drels^ Bepoinaig' instaady to a hut, wherein we 
knew the diief paigA most of his time, we die- 
covered* him. siiting en the ground int company* 
with die axtfiil Bucoa and our Neuffie' messenger, 
and engaged in> m very high dispute with bodi of 
them*. Oup uaexpceted and abrupt istrurion, and 
angry fooks, out short diebr wrangling; and we* 
spoke with much empfaasiv of the shameful manner 
in wfaidi we had been tkeatsd, and expressed our 
detenuination of kxmg liayaba pcesently, in de- 
ianee of them and all thehr power. With the- 
most insolent efirontery m the wuvld, the priest 
smiled at us, and replied, that we weie enlirriy in 
hb power— that we shoaJd do as* As Uked, and! 
quit the town whenever he thought proper. 9ucb 
langaageas this we thought was vadier too bold ; 
we pretended to be in a Tiotent passion, and 
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quickly undeceived him in this point, threaten-^ 
ing, that if either he, or any of his men, should 
presume to interfere with us in our intentions 
er proceedings^ or attempt to hinder us from 
getting away from the town, we should feel no 
more hesitation or reluctance in shooting him than 
if he had been a partridge or a Guinea-hen ! Tlie 
priest, who had never before seen anything in us 
but mildness^ was intimidated at die determined 
and resolute behaviour we bad found it necessary 
to adopt : he was crest-fallen in a moment, and, 
from being one of the most boisterous and conse- 
quential fellows in the world, became quite pas- 
sive ; yet his presence of mind did not forsake him : 
he stammered out a kind of apology, attempted 
to soothe us by soft language and submission, in 
which he found little difficulty, and did all in his 
power to effect a reconciliation. Having settled 
this business, we went out» and assembling our 
men, attempted to draw our canoe to the river 
side, but the ground was even^ and the boat so 
long and heavy, that notwithstanding all our ex* 
ertions we could move her only a few inches 
towards the river. The people were ashamed of 
themselves to see us labouring so hard, and to so 
little purpose ; and the j>riest, likewise, observing 
us, was convinced that we were in earnest : there* 
fore, whispering a few words In the ear of the 
chief, they both came down to the spot where we 
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were toiling at the canoe, followed by a numbeit 
of men ; these, with the priest at their head, took 
the work out of our hands, and in less than two 
minutes the boat was floating on the water. Our 
luggage was then conveyed into the two canoes, 
and shortly afterwards we were supplied with three 
men to paddle them with the assistance of our 
own. Here we took our farewell of the chief and 
the priest, the latter begging us very anxiously 
to speak well of him to his sovereign at Rabba, 

It was not till after we were all in the canoes» 
and ready to push off, that those on shore disco«» 
vered them to be overladen, and recommended us 
to hire one, of immense size, which was lying 
alongside. Without stopping to make them any- 
reply, or listen to any further nonsense, we de^ 
Bired our own men to push the boats out into- 
the middle of the current, which they did very 
promptly, and the town of Layaba, with its chiefs 
and inhabitants, was speedily out of sight, and 
aOon forgotten. This w^s about nine o'clock in 
the morning, so that, after all, we had lost but 
little time in getting away. 

The banks of the river near Lever are high^ 
being, according to our estimation, about forty 
feet above the river, and steep to the water-side. 
The river itself appeared deep, and free from rocks 
of any kind ; its direction nearly south. We ran 
down the stream very pleasantly for twelve ot 
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fourteen miles, the Niger, during tbe whole of ihe 
distance, rolling grandly along — a noble rivor, 
neither obstructed by islands, nor deformed with 
rocks and stones. Its width varied from cme to 
three miles ; the country on each side was very 
iBat, and a few mean, dirty-looking villages were 
•cattered on the water's edge. We then came to 
two small islands ; the land appeared more ele* 
Tated, and in some few places it rose in gentle 
hills. We observed three remarkable and lofty 
bills on the eastern side, which rose very abruptly 
from the plain, and were separated from each 
other only by a few yards of ground. Both banks 
of the river were overhung with large shady trees, 
between which we could perceive the land behind 
to be open and well-cultivated ^ and, if we may be 
allowed to form an opinion from the number of 
towns and villages which were scattered over the 
country, we should conceive it to be thickly inba* 
bited also. 

At one o'clock, f. h^ we landed at a consi- 
derably large and spacious town, called Bajieho^ 
which is inhabited by Nouffie people, though it is 
pHuated on the Yarriba or western side of the 
siver. For dirt, bustle, and nastiness of all kinds^ 
this place* we think, can scarcely be exceeded. 
jFor two hours after our arrival we were obliged 
to wait in a close and diminutive hut, till a more 
convenient and becoming habitation could be pro-^ 



€iiied for our recepticm^ and the j^asure of the 
eltief with regard to «8 shoald be known. Heia 
we were visaled by a number of the inhabitants^ 
€OBBbting both of Faliitahg and Noufanehia 
<Nouffie people). Among the former was a sa-^ 
gacioas and int«^gent old man, who has travelled 
« long, long way on the Niger, ewen, beyooid 
Timbnctoo; and he states, tbatthat town is several 
miles from the banks of the river. We were sakdkf 
Incommoded by these visitors^ who scareely allowed 
us to move or breathe; which, joined to ths 
lieat of the weather and the insufferable stench^ 
rendered our situation truly comfortless and di»r 
tressing. 

We were at length rranoved from this horrible 
hole, and conducted to a hut in the heart of ^e 
town, in wluch wood fires had been burning the 
whole of the day, so that the wall was almost as 
warm as the sides of a heated opven, msomoeh 
that it could hardly be endnied. Yei, to rendex 
it move vmpleteant atUl^ a large, closely-woveo 
mat was placed before the docor^way, in order to 
prevent a thousand eyes from staring in upon us; 
this ^Echided every breath of air. Onr feeliags, 
4iBnng the whole of the nighty wexe more distress-* 
ing than can be conceived: we were almost 
anlfocated witk the closeness and intense heat c^ 
Ae room; and dreamt that we wore being baked 
^live in an oven. It appears that this town is 
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governed by two chiefs, separate and distinct from 
each other, one of whom is a Nouffie man, and 
the other a Fal&tah ; for in the afternoon, each of 
these individuals sent us a bowl of rice as a 
present. 

Bajiebo is a flourishing and important trading 
town although not walled, and one of the largest 
Imd most populous that we have yet seen. A con- 
siderable traific is carried on by its inhabitants 
with their countrymen on the opposite side of the 
river, for which purpose they have a great num<^ 
ber of canoes of large dimensions, which are con-? 
tinually employed every day in crossing from side 
to side. Their huts are erected so close to each 
other, and with so little regard to comfort and a 
free circulation of air, that there is scarcely 
a foot-path in the town wide enough for more 
than one man to walk on at a tui^e ; and not having 
the advantage of shady trees, the heat of the town 
is excessive and distressing. Its uncleanness, filth, 
and extreme nastiness have already been alluded 
to ; and the odour emitted from the dirty streets 
ia offensive, and almost insupportable. The people 
formerly inhabited a town on the opposite bank of 
the Niger, but as was the case with those of La* 
yaba, they were induced, or rather, compelled to 
settle here, on account of the commotions occa« 
sioned by the civil wars, and like them, too, they 
liave been found out by their greatest enemies* 
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: The power of the Falktahs here is evidently very 
great. One of their number is styled chief, and 
has more authority and influence than the native 
Buler. We have been obliged to make a present 
to each of these individuals, and other high and 
inighty personages were likewise desirous of ob- 
taining a similar favour at our hands, but we madd 
light of their conversation and would not under- 
stand their enigmas. 

- We have seen to-day several large canoes, the 
bottom of which is made of a single tree and built 
|ip with planks to a considerable height. In many 
of them sheds, or houses as they are called, have 
been erected, which are thatched with straw, and 
in which fires are kindled, food prepared, and 
people sleep, and indeed live altogether. The 
^oof is circular, and formed in much the samQ 
manner as the upper part of a covered waggon in 
England. These sheds are of the most essential 
service to the natives, as, with their assistance^ 
merchants are enabled to travel with some degree 
pf comfort, with their wives and household, se^^ 
Veral days' journey up and down the Niger, without 
being under the necessity of landing, except to 
purchase provisions, or whenever they feel inclined 
to do so. As the people have nothing that equals 
or answers to pitchy hemp, or tar, they use iron 
staples for the purpose of repairing it and keeping 
tbe planks together when a canoe becomes leaky« 
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tDT any pait of it, as it fieqaently happens, is split 
by exposure to the rays of the sun. We have seed 
ftn old canoe, which had undergone repairs several 
times, with no less than from eight to tenthousandl 
of these staples driven into her eades and bottom. 
' Our coinrse to-day has been about S. b. )S» 
Hie thermometer has been at 70°, 90° and 95^. 
- Tueiday^ October Sih. — Before sunrise this mom* 
ing, our luggage was removed to the beach, and 
between six and seven o'clock we were (mce more 
upon the water. Just below the town of Bajiehi 
tiie Niger spreads itself into two noble branches, 
of nearly equal width, formed by an island. We pie* 
ferred journeying on the eastern branch, but for no 
particular reason. "Hie country beyond the banks 
was very fine. The island in the middle of th& 
liver, is small, but verdant, woody, and handsome ; 
and we passed by the side of it in a very feir 
ininutes, with considerable velocity. It was theft 
tiiat bodi banks presented ^e most delightful ap-^ 
peaxance. They were embellished with mightjr 
trees and elegant riiiubs, whidi weie clad in thick 
and luxuriant foliage, some of lively green, and 
others of darker hues ; and little birds were singing 
merrily among their branches. Magnificent fes^ 
toons of areeping plants, alwa3r8 green, hung from 
&e tops of Ihe tallest trees, and drooping to tli9 
prater's edge, formed immense natural grottoes, 
pleasing and gratefid to the eye, and seemed to b» 
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fit abodes for the Naiades of the river I Yet witb 
all its allarements there k something wanting ia 
an African scene to render it comparable in interest 
and beauty to an English landscape. 

/ By secret chamis oar iiaiiTe land ftttiacii.' 
There is nothing here half so attractive or in* 
sparing. It is seldom, very seldom, that the moni 
IB ushered in by the * song of earliest birds ; * 
which is so eminently ^ichanting at home, and 
which induces so much happiness and cheery 
fulness, benevolence and joy. Here there are no 
verdant fields, nor hedges, adorned with the jessa* 
mine, the daisy, the primrose, the blue-bottle, or the 
violet, and the hundred other pretty wild flowers^ 
which please the sight, and exhale in spring-timt 
or summer the most grateful and deliciouB fni^ 
grance. No flowers here 

* Waste thdr sweetness in the desert p^ir/ 

ibr not a solitary one is any where to be seen. 
Besides, generally speaking, a loneliness, a so* 
lemnity, a death-like silence pervades the nobleak 
and most magnificent prospects, which has a 
tendency to fill the mind with assodatioas of sad- 
ness, and reflections of melancholy^ very opposite 
to the silent cheerfulness, and that internal springs 
-ing joy which we feel on contemplating those 
^odiy and charming Iand8ci4>es, which are the 
pride, the beauty, and the ornament of England. 
To look at the deanlinesd of our cottages, and. the 
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tidiness of their occupants is pleasant ; but when 
the dirty mud huts of the natives of this part of 
the world, with the people themselves, do appear^ 
in our opinion, they banish every favourable im^ 
pressidn, and destroy the effect of all. 

In the course of an hour after leaving Bajiebo, 
yre passed by two towns of considerable extenti 
and a hill was observed right a-head of ue^ 
covered with trees, one of which was of such sin- 
gular appearance, that it might easily be mistaken 
at a short distance for a tall pole, with a flag un- 
furled, and waving at the top of it. 
. At a little before eight in the morning, we saw, 
^nd passed along at the base of a high pile of loose 
granite rocks, lai^e and dark-coloured^ which are 
-on the Nouffie or eastern side of the river; an4 
almost close to them and on the edge of the water 
is a small town. In about a half-hour aflerwards 
we arrived at an extensive town, situated on the 
isame side, and called Leechee^ which is inhabited 
by Noufanchie, and said to be a place of con* 
^derable rank and consequence. Here we landed 
<by express desire, and finding an empty grass hut 
near the spot, we entered and took possession of it 
4ill such time as the chief should be made ac* 
quainted with our arrival. Here also our canoe* 
men left us and returned to Bajiebo, where we 
had hired them. 
I: We were not suffered to wait long, but in a few 
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minutes received an invitation from the chief to 
come and see him ; and having walked through a 
good part of the town, we at length approached 
Jus residence, and were introduced without cere* 
Aiony or hindrance into a large and lofty hut^ 
Inhere we discovered the chief sitting on a platform 
x>f mud, in great state, with about forty natives 
and Falktahs in earnest conversation on each side 
of hun. He received us with great civility and 
many demonstrations of gladness, ' and desired 
us to draw near his person, that he might have a 
better opportunity of looking at and talking.to luu 
However he appeared unwilling for us to quit 
Leechee till to-morrow, and pressed us strongly to 
remain with him for the day, which, howeveri 
not all his solicitations and importunities could 
induce us to accede to. A Falktah then com«» 
menced a long and. pithy harangue, in which lie en- 
deavoured to prejudice the chief and those tliat were 
with him against us, and to fill their minds with 
alarm and apprehension, on account of our mi^ 
levolence, and the extraordinary power which he 
fiaid we possessed; but his eloquence was un« 
availing, for we had the consolation to hear one of 
iiis own companions and countrymen desire him to 
hold his tongue, and mind his o\m business, and 
consequently his remarks were soon forgotten. 

We had provided ourselves with a small present 
for the chief on our first setting out for his real- 



tH &XSCBUU tGba|i.zr& 

detice, but after what ne had seen and heaxd, ive 
fiuicied that it was too triflings and feared tint it 
would be letonwd as aoch by the cfaie^ and that 
are diould be e xp ose d to abuse and tUiaidry firont 
those that Here with him; therefore sometyng ma 
added to the gift befixe we presented it. We then 
took our leaTeof him and his people, and instanliy 
made oar waj bade to the wateiHsde, where we 
watted in the grass hnt, what appeared to us to be a 
long, long time, £at &e appearance of tiie cano&> 
men with whom the chief had promised to supply 
an. In this interral, the governor sent us a pot 
of honey; a couple of ^ne lemons, and a few 
limesf After a considerable delay, a man for eacb 
canoe e6uld only be procured for us, so that two of 
Ofor own people were obliged to siupply the place 
«f others as mil as they coukL 

The width of the N%er at Leechee ib aboot 
Aree miles, and the inhabitants hare plenty of 
canoes for the purpose of crossing the river, fer 
Ashing, and for odier puqidses. About half^past 
ten we got into our canoes, iidiich we podied off 
•tiie i^oi«^ and proceeded at a good rate down 
Ae stream, along the side of a considerable 
island, whicii is within gun-shot of the town ; and 
«fter passing a lai^ open village, of respectablb 
appearance, which is on the western bonk, we pot 
-in at a small town, a few miles below, also on the 
Yantba side of the river, where we weie coll- 
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stiamed to go in qoest of odier canoemeB, be^ 
caDse tlnnie from Leecliee» though they had been 
wnA tts only forty minulest and had certainly noi 
laboured very hard, had ref used to proceed with vm 
taj furth^, nor could all our enticetneiits indues 
them to foeego this rew^utioo. Here we weie 
detained in our canoes and exposed to the sun for 
aa hour and a half, in order to obtain fresh canoes 
men, the inhabitants of the town being absent iis 
tiie fields. 

Immediately after leaving this town we passed 
another island, of goodly appearance^ but we un? 
derstand it Is uninhabited. We then came in sight 
of a double range of rocky hills, one of which ifl^ 
dose to the water, and boUi running from norths 
east to nearly due south. At one p. m. we wex^ 
again obliged to put in and land at a small village^ 
which is situated aa an island^ for an exchange 
ef eanoemoi, for, like those from Leechee, thes^ 
were unwilling to go a great way from their 
homes. In an houz^s time a number of the 
islanders came down to us, and paddled us to the 
Of^NMske side of the riyer^ and from thence along 
the base of the hills already alluded to. The ap* 
pearaiice of thesie hills is wild and glooiny, though 
lighly romantic. l>ees of hungry growth and 
stunted shrubs, whose foliage seemed for the most 
part dull and withering, shoot out of the hoUowa 
md interstices,, and overhang immense precipicesy 
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whose jagged summits they partly conceal. Iny 
deed, these hills look dismal and lonesome in the 
extreme, and seem to be visited only by wild beasts 
and birds of prey, or by the shadow of a pass* 
ing cloudy which serves to increase, if possible, 
their dreariness and gloom. On the top of one of 
them is a huge and singular block of white stone^ 
which, at a certain distance, greatly resembles an 
ancient fortification. We arrived at the end of 
our journey, and the termination of the nearer 
irange of hills, between four and five o'clock in the 
afternoon, when we landed at a fishing-town on a 
fimall island, which is called Madjie^ and belongs 
to the Noufanchie, Here we were received with 
cheerfulness by the chief, who accommodated ufl 
with a roomy hut, sent us a quantity of dressed 
provisions, and otherwise treated us in the most 
hospitable manner. The banks of the river that 
we liave passed to-day are high, and well cultH 
vated. The direction of the river rather to the 
eastward of south, and the distance . from this 
island to Bajiebo about thirty mUes. The ther^^ 
mometer has been at 78^, 92^ 94% during the 
day. 

■ Wednesday, Oct. 6th. — About seven o'clock 
in the morning we departed from the island of 
Madjie, where we had slept, and pursued our 
journey down the river, which for a short distance 
^kes a turn to the east, by the side of anothee 
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range of hills, and afterwards flows for a number 
of miles a little to the southward of east. Near 
the island of Madjie, the Niger branches inta 
three streams, and we were recommended to follow 
tiie most easterly, because the other two were 
laeither considered so deep nor so free from 
danger. 

On leaving the island we journeyed very ra- 
pidly down the current for a few minutes, when, 
having passed another, we came suddenly in sight 
of an elevated rock, which is called Mount Kesa 
by the natives, and almost at the same instant we 
found ourselves abreast of it. It forms a small 
island, and is probably not less than three l^un* 
dred feet in height, which renders it a conspicuous 
and remarkable object. It is excessively steep, 
and rising out of the river as it does, its appear-* 
ance is irresistibly imposing and majestic beyond 
expression. Its base is fringed by venerable trees^ 
and less magnificent vegetation, which also strives 
to spring forth from its barren and almost naked 
sides. The height of Mount Kesa, its solitary 
position, and the peculiarity of its form, distin- 
guish it from every other, and render it an ob- 
ject of more than common interest. It is greatly 
venerated by the natives of this . part of the 
country, and, as may readily be imagined, favours 
the superstitious notions which are attached to it 
by a simple and credulous people, who, like the 



S70 KOtnrr kssju tP^mp^ xir. 

vulgar of Europe, are fond of the nuunreUoin. Tiie 
itofry attadied to Motint Kesa is of a yery rcMiiaB- 
tic nature. The nathrea believe tliat a beneToleal 
genius makes the moimtaiB his fayouiite and con* 
timial abode, and dispenses around hiai a benign 
and heavenly influence* Here the misfortunes <^ 
the unhappy are alleviated, the wants of the needy 
4Ripplied, and tke lamentations of tbe moomer 
inmed to joy: sin, soerow, and suffering are lan 
Iknown ; solemnity gives place to nMRiment, and 
4he solicitude of futurity to. present enjoyment 
and thoughtless jocularity.. But more especially, 
say the natives, the weary traveller here finds a 
Tefoge frcmi the storm, and a rest ixom bis toils; 
hm he reposes in the delights c^ secnri^, and 
levels in the comforts of ease. However, to ob« 
tam all this, he makes known his wants and de* 
sires to the spirit of the mountain by supplicatioa 
jmd prayer, when they are instantly answered ; he 
receives the most delicate and excellent food from 
invittble hands, and when sufficiently mvigonited 
by refreshment, he is at liberty eidier to continne 
ias journey or remain awhile to partic i pate in the 
J^lessings of the mountahu Such is the story we re- 
ceived from these snperstitioss people of this cele- 
brated moont. A little to the noithward of it ii 
a naked rock, which rises only a few yards above 
the surface of the water ; but from its insigniii- 
canoe it is unworthy of particular descr^ptioik 
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A canoe^ in wbidi was a Mahnniedan prieBt^ 
^h his women and tnin, kept company with us 
down the liyer, and Babba was the place of its 
destination. A very spinted competituui was foe 
some time maintained betwerai his canoemoi and 
tmxs, in regard to the velocity with which they 
could impel their respective boats; but that of 
the priest was three times larger and heaviei 
than ours, and he was at kngtii constrained to 
forego the contest, the odds bcdng so very muck 
against him. This created a loud laugh and a 
little cheering on our side, and much merriment 
4m both. All the canoes then proceeded abreast 
4>f each other, and the whole of the party were on 
the best possible terms. The priest's wives strove 
to entertain us to the best of their ability with 
specimens of their music. One of them played 
on a four-stringed guitar, and her companions 
Mcompanied the instrument with their voices ; and 
though the noise was not very melodious, still it 
was more agreeable to us than silence ; indeed, 
ire were highly pleased with the attempt of these 
-fiooty ladies, for how rude soever the performance 
may be, music has centimes a {feasant and sooth* 
jng influence. 

At nine in the morning we landed near a small 
iown to procure a fresh supply of canoemen, and 
we waited for them above an hour, without visit* 
ing the a<^acent village. As soon as we had otn 
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tallied them we journeyed along the eastern Bide 
of the river ; and, at eleven /.. m., perceived the 
smoke of the far-famed Rabba ascending many 
miles before us. In another half-hour we drew 
near an island, called Betee, which is exceedingly 
low, flat, and swampy. Here we stopped at a 
large, but mean and dirty-looking town, wliich 
stands close to the water's edge. 
• We were shortly introduced to the chief, who 
is a great, rich, and important personage, if we 
may believe the representations of our messenger* 
He informed us, that Mohamed, the Magia's son, 
who had left us at Patkshie, had returned from 
his father, in pursuance of his agreement, but, in** 
stead of remaining at Rabba, as we expected, he 
had come over to Belee, and been waiting three 
days on the island, in expectation of our arrival* 
However, having heard in the earlier part of the 
morning that we were to have slept at Madjie last 
night, he instantly left Belee in a canoe, an^ pro* 
ceeded up the river to meet us. For ourselves we 
had neither heard nor seen anything either of him 
or his canoe. The governor further said, you will 
be obliged to remain at Belee till Mohamed's 
return to the island, for he has news of importance 
to communicate to you ; to-morrow morning you 
will leave hence, and proceed to another island, 
which is further down the river, wherein it is 
arranged that you shall abide till your affairs be 
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finally adjusted. There was 'some mystery about 
this, which was unexpected and not very grati<< 
fying. ^^ 

It was nearly evening before Mohamed returned 
lo Belee, and he came to us in a dripping state, 
with^an excuse that he had been upset in his canoe 
two or three times* After the first salutations 
were over, he informed us of his visit to his father^ 
and its result* The Magia had desired him to 
assure us of his * best wishes in our welfare, and 
his determination to protect, support, and en-* 
courage us, as far as he was able/ Mohamed 
then drew our attention to a young man who had 
entered the hut with him, but whom we had not 
before observed, and introduced him as a mes^ 
6enger sent to us by the Fallitah prince of Rabba. 
This man said that his master, named Mallam 
Dendo, had commissioned him to acquaint us, 
that he heartily concurred with the king of Nouffie 
in the favourable opinions and sentiments which 
the latter entertained for us. With respect to out 
visiting Rabba, which he understood we were very 
much disincb'ned to do, he should not urge usi 
and rather imagined that we should be more com- 
toTtsiAe and enjoy greater tranquillity on an 
island on the opposite side of the river, where h^ 
would recommend us to stop. The chief of Belee 
had previously made us acquainted with this ar- 
Mtngement. The Fal&tah messeni^er concluded by 
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dtoerving th«k we slioaid be nsited on ibe mor* 
TOW by the ' Kingofthe Dark Wuk^r who would 
escort us to the island in question, of which hd 
& goTCfnbn 

. In the eraung <he chief of Bdee made us « 
presoit of a i]«naitity of goora nuts* a large pot of 
boney, a she€|), and dressed provisHmsiQ abuob* 
dance, with a huge calabadi of souc beer. He 
boasted that be was the king of Nooffie's head 
lla¥e» and a mighty man of valour ; and artfiiUj 
insinuated that he expected a present from us in 
proportion to his raiA and eminence. But we 
have seen aueh numbers of king», princes, and 
great men lately, that .we axe heartily disgusted 
with aU ¥vho bear the epithet ; they are so nurne^ 
XOttS, that they would be as difficult to count as the 
4irops of rain in a heavy shower. 

The thermometer has been at 7d^, 92^, and 9^ 
during the day. 

The course of the river from Mad^ie to th» 
iaiand has been to the SLB., the distance aboot 
twelve milea. The eikstem or Nouffie bank of tie 
friver is jnoder^tely high, and oveiEspread with \sm 
Mis, and both banks are well cultivated* 
r Thnrsia^^ Oc<o&er 7tt.<— *So early as five o\;lock 
inf the morning our canoes wer^ loaded^ and haviB|^ 
l^eak&sted on a i^lice of yam, we were fully pie*- 
fttred to quit the idland» But as it was not deemed 
f ith« p<^9 mr proper to go away tiU .the arrival 
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of the great King of the Dark Water^ who Wtf 
lourly expected) and who might ht mdined to 
constrae ottr departure into contempt, we con* 
seated to await his coming. Though we havd 
been exposed to a thousand nnisances, and all 
manner of inconveniences, and arte pretty well 
reconciled to them all, yet rathef than remain in 
a close black hnt^ full of men, whose garmentt 
are generally covered with vermin, and rarely, if 
ever, cleaned, and who make it a common practieei 
to sit on the mat whereon we sleep; mther than 
do this, we stepped into onr canoes, and having 
pushed off from the land, we waited the islander's 
arrival under the branches of a large tree at a litUtf 
distance from the town. 

Between nine and ten, a.m., we heard anumbet 
of men singing, and keeping time to the motion 
df many paddles, but we could see no one. How- 
ever, in a very few minutes, a canoe, which was 
paddled by a few men only, came in sight, and we 
knew by this that the Water King was appToac]&« 
ing. It was instantly followed by anoUier, and 
much larger one, propelled by alxrve twenty very 
iShe young men, whose voices we had been listen- 
ing to just before, and who were still continuing 
their song. Their music was slower, but very 
rimilar to that which may be heard on many parts 
of the western coast: The King of the Dark 
Wetter was with them. As Ae canoe drew neaxsr 
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W6 wetc^ not oply surprised at its extraordioarj^ 
length and uncommon n^atne9s, but likewise at 
tiie unusual display of pomp and sbow which WQ 
observed in her. In the ceptre a mat awning wa§ 
erected, which was variously decorated, and on th^ 
front of it hung a large piece of scarlet clothy 
ornamented with bits of gold lace stitched oa 
different parts of it In the bow of the cano^ 
Ivere three ox four little boys, of equal size, who 
were clad with neatness and propriety ; and in th^ 
«tem sat a number of comely-looking musicians^ 
insisting of several drummers and a trumpeter, 
whilst the young men who had the management of 
the boat were pot inferior to their companions^ 
either in decency of apparel or respectability o^ 
appearance. They all looked in fact extremely 
sWrell. , 

As soon as this canoe arrived at the landings 
|>lace, the ' Water King' came out from beneatl^ 
the 'awning, and, followed by the musicians and i^ 
suite of attendants, walked to the hut wherein ail 
|)ublic matters are transacted, and whither, in 4 
few minutes, we ourselves were desired to repair. 
The chief of the island, with his elders and th^ 
more respectable of the people, were seated* on ovx 
entrance, on each side of their important visitOTi 
:and my brother and I, as a mark of distinction, 
^ere invited to place ourselves in front of hiiUr 
'When the usual Qomplingients had passed on bot^i 



Icicles, he informed us, with much solemnity, of hU 
tank and title; he then alluded to the cause oi 
liis coming, which, he said, Was to do us honour, 
and repeated what had previously been told us by 
ihe king's son. This being done, he presented ub 
With a pot of excellent honey, and two thousand 
Cowries in money, besides a large quantity of 
goora nuts, which are cultivated in the country, 
and which ar^ held in so great esteem, that the 
opulent and powerful alone have the means of 
procuring them. Having nothing further to say 
or do, we shook hands with his sable majesty, 
ivhose name is Suliken Rouah, expressed o\tt 
acknowledgments for his handsome present, and 
Vetumed to our boats. 

~ The * King of the Dark Water' is a fine-looking 
\nan, well stricken in years ; his skin as black as a 
t^oal ; his features are coarse but benevolent, and 
his stature advantageous and commanding. He 
was dressed in a full bomouse, or Arab cloak, of 
inferior blue cloth, underneath which was a varie- 
gated tobe made of figured satin, country cloth 
-taxi crimson silk damask, all patched together ; h^ 
likewise wore a cap of red cloth, HStussa Irowser^ 
Itnd sandals of coloured leather. Two pretty 
little boys, about ten years of age and of equal 
i^ize, and who acted in capacity of pages, followed 
liim into the hut. Their clothing was neat and 
^becoming, and their persons nicely clean ; each of 



iSbeia waft fumkhad with *a oroooiented cow's tail, 
imd they stood one on his right haad and the 
other on his left, to brush away files and otfaoc 
insects from his persosi and supply him with 
;goora nuts and tobacco. The king was also ac^ 
comjpanied by six of bis wivesi finis handsome 
jet-hlack girls, dressed in neat country caps edged 
with red silk, I^ative cloths, made of cotton and 
:sUk| were &stened round their waists, henea^ 
which diey wore a sort of short frock. The iisuaiil 
custom of staining their fingers and toe>nails. with 
hernia appears to be general among them; theu 
wrists were ornamented with neat silver braceletSy 
And their necks with coral necklaces* 

To such a man as the ' Water King,' with such 
a ftuite and sucha title, the greatest honour is ex- 
pected to be paid^ and we therefore showed ouc 
respect by saluting him with a discharge from two 
or three muskets; and by waiting pi^ently has 
return from the council-hut, wherein he stayed two 
whole hourst during which we were sitting in t)ur 
canoes, exposed to a very hot sun, for we had 
removed them from under the tree by the side ol 
his own^ 

It was exactly mid-day when Suliken Bouah rOf» 
^nbariced in his princely canoe, and quitted the 
island of Belee, Determined for once to make aa 
aMempt at « more respectable appearance, for 
lieretolbipe it had been extremely mean and homely^ 
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me Iiniily conatriKited «ii aimmg of ottr die^ts* 
it ivms the first timo we hsA made use of such 4 
dung, though we we without umhrelias, And till 
dien had nothing but slight straw hats to pxotei^ 
^yor heads £fom the sun. Above the awning we 
elerated a slender staff, on the top of which we 
fiustened our national oolours, ^^ union fiagv 
e^hich was. kindly given us by a gendanan oft 
Hie coast, who was commandant of Anamaboa 
When unfurled and waving in the wind, it 
looked extr^nely pretty, and it made our hearit 
glow with pride and enthusiasm, as we looked on 
Ihis solitary little banner* We thought it would 
he of service to us also if we made as gay aa 
appearance as the king and his followers ; and 
xoeordingly I put on an old naval uniform coat 
vrhich I had with me for state occasions, and m^ 
itfother also dressed himself in as grotesque umI 
gaudy a manner as our resources would a£EbrdL 
Our eight attendants also put on new white M» 
liomedan tobes, so that our canoe, with its white 
awning surmounted by the union ^ag, our canoes 
sn^i in new dresses, and ourselves appearing as 
officers, cmitxibuted not a little to the efiectof the 
svhole scene* * The august King of the DmA 
Water,' with his retinue in twenty canoes* eon*^ 
descendingly gave us the precedence, and oura 
«ras the first that moved off from land^ and led the 
Ivay down the river towards. Babba^ , . 
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For a little while we continued to take the leao^ 
))ut the chief soon went before us, for two reasons^ 
Pirst, that he might have an opportunity of look« 
ing at U8 ; and secondly^ that we might have A 
fiurer chance of seeing him in all his state, for 
which purpose he had placed himself outside hia 
awning on an devated and consjftcuous seat 
However he only wished to get a few yards Jiefore 
lus, for his canoemen soon lifted their, paddles out 
of the water, and the boat fell back to its form^if 
aituation« . This going before and &lling behind 
JWas done repeatedly* The musicians in the large 
banoe performed merrily on their instruments, and 
About twenty persons now sung at intervals in re« 
Jitative, keeping excellent time with their paddles. : 

A brisk wind sprung up the river fidl in our 
£ices, relieving us from the extreme heat of the 
iweather, which was remarkably fine ; the scenO 
])efore us was very animating, and the whole of 
us were in high glee and spirits. Other canoea 
joined us ; and never did the British flag lead so 
extraordinary a squadron. The * King of the 
J)ark Water' might be mistaken for a rivet god^ 
and his wives now and then showing their pretty 
black faces from under the awning, cast many an 
arch look at us with their sparkling, jetty eyes* 
It was not long before our reverie was inters 
tupted by a great noise from the adjacent land; 
and on turning we perceived the banks of ajf 
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island, called Zagdzhij which were lined with 
inmiberaof people, admiring our flag, and watek-^ 
ing us very earnestly, by which we guessed that 
this was the place of our destination* The island 
j6 so uncommonly Ipw, that the houses and tree$ 
appeared as if they were standing in the water> 
•an indeed many of them actually were. . Here w0 
iurriyed, and landed between one and two p.m») 
Jiaving enjoyed a pleasant excursion of eight ox 
lune miles. Ours being the first canoe, before 
we landed on the island we waited for the king 
to precede us, and the moment he set his foot op 
shore. We fired a salute of four muskets and thre^ 
Jnstols. Suliken Bouah was rather alarmed at 
this, and demanded whether we were going Xq 
fatike war on him^ He was soon relieved from 
Jiis feai^, by^being told it was an honour that wQ 
|iad been in the habit of paying to all the prince^ 
we had met in our travels ; which he no sooner 
imderstood, than he expressed himself much gra^ 
tified by our attention* Suliken Rouah went ii| 
person in quest of a dwelling-house, and led us to 
.one of the best which the island affords ; however^ 
it is miserably bad ; for, as the town is built on 
« marsh, every hut in it has the disadvantage^ 
during the whole of the rainy season, of soft damp 
floors and uncomfortable roofs* Our own has 
positively pools of water springing up out of 
the ground, and on this we shall be obliged tQ 



deep. Tbe wcilii of Ae luils iire balk of moi 
kom the riirer, stiengtheoed jad sapported ky 
inood^i pillars and ribs of ik same materials: 
]iowever» tlieae do not prevent timn from eiaddng 
fai a hundred diffisient places ; and large cUakB^ 
admitting wind and rain, may be obsenred intlie 
wall of e¥er7 hat; Tbey 4dl iiare, indeed, inr 
arariably, a very dirty and wretched iqppearance^ 
though thefar inmales, generally speaking, are 
txnderstood to be opulentp clean, and respectables 
Having conducted us to our hut, the chief of the 
island shook hands Tery <heartily with us, and 
Insured us that we should want nothing. He soon 
iproyided us with doors of bamboo for our hut, and 
a number of mats to spread cm the floor, which 
tnade it tolerably comfortable^ In the ereaiing, 
tour large calabashes of stewed rice, with fowls 
and no less than ten gallons of pitto or country 
beer were sent us. About -seven in the evenings 
messengers arrived from Habba, to inform us that 
they should ccmie early in the morning for th« 
^presents we intended for the ehie£ They saifl 
that the king would not put ns to the trouble of 
^ng to see him, as the town is full of Atabs^ 
whose begging propensities would be very incon^ 
Venient to us. I was much pleased with this in^ 
telligence, - knowing very well the character of 
these Arabs ; and I sent word back that I was 
teueh obliged to him, and should be ptill more aa 
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if he would dispense with my going to the sansan 
or camp at a short distance from the town to 
irisit the King of Nouffie. 

Rabba is opposite Zagozhi, and appears from 
JieiliCe, a distance of two miles, to b6 an immense^ 
large, populous, and flourishing town^ It is huilt 
on the slope of a gentle hill, and on a spot almost 
entirely hare of trees. The Niger, hoth yesterday 
jmd to-day, has flowed in a direction to the south 
of east 
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CHAPtER XV. 

'Siay at Zagoihi— Presents sent to the CUefs of Rabba-^ 
An old hvA troublesome acquaintance— Presents from 
the Kings of Nouffie and Rabba to the Travellers— -Imc 
portunities of the King*8 messeiigers — ^An Arab merchant 
—Policy of the Fal&tah Chief, Mallam Dendo, in securii^; 
the possession of his conquests — ^Former Expedition ef 
the FaUtahs against Fundar— Rabba market — The King 
of Rabba discontented with his present— Consternation 
of the Travellers — ^Park's tobe sent to him — Joy of the 
King on receiving it — Permission to proceed — Treacherous 
conduct of the King of NoufEe— -The King of Rabba*s 
answer — Conversation among the Hilussa merchants— » 
Mallam Dendo the former King of Rabba — His charae« 
ter— Rabba market— Island of ZagozhiF-^'Ihe islanders 
expert canoemen — ^Manufactures of Zagozhi — ^Promise of 
• canoe. 

Friday^ October Sth. — Mallam Dendo, the cou* 
sin of Bello, we find is still livingf but in a 
very old and feeble condition. He is besides 
nearly blind, and thinks he has not many more 
years to live. Being a cautious, peaceful old 
man, his chief concern is to establish his son aa 
his successor, and fearing that there might be 
fiome dispute about it after his death, has already 
given up to him the reins of government. The 
usual form on these occasions will be observed^ 
and is to take place on the first day of the new 
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moon. The eon is to ride through idl the streetsi^ 
of the town on his father's white horse, precede^^ 
by all the principal people of Rabba, attended hy 
trumpeters, &€•, and thus proclaimed king, 
t Early in the morning, the messengers from th€^ 
chiefs mentioned yesterday arrived, bringing witli 
them two fine sheep and a great quantity of rice« 
They were accompanied hy n messenger from the( 
general, a Bomoiii m^n, with another sheep. IVe^ 
are obliged, to accept of this latter much against 
ear inclination, for it will cost ua ten times it9 
value, but it is a treat that we have not had since 
we left Y&oorie. It appears that we shall be re* 
quired to give presents to nine peri^ons before WQ 
shall get away from this place* 

Having prepared the presents, I collected the( 
tnessengera and laid out before each of them those^ 
that were intended for their masters ; they expressed 
themselves pleased with them, and assured ufl| 
that their masters would be also. In order to 
inake them- some reward, and secure their goo4 
will, I gave something to each, and dismisse4 
them. We also sent away Mohamed, his country-' 
man and assodate, the Nouffie guide, who had 
accompanied us hither all the way from Boossft^ 
The presents we have made, consist of a handsome 
looking-glass, with a gilt frame, a pair of silveir 
l)Tacelet8 ; a snu£f-box, tobacco-pipe, knife» razor* 
Iwo pair of scissors, four new shillingsi and a 
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^mpliments were equally aa unexpected as Aef 
were unpleasant. The Arab* as may be supposed^ 
was very eager to claim acqusuntance with me, 
and to bring to my memory certain scenes 
which had taken place on my former journey 
Arough H&ussa, Having in some degree re<< 
covered from my surprise at his salutation, on 
looking at him more attentively, I recognized in 
him the very same individual that had been 
employed by Captain Clapperton, whom he had. 
abused and cheated, and who was subsequently 
engaged by myself as guide from Kano. He ia[ 
tlie person also that decamped with Captain 
Pearce's sword, and a large sum of money in 
cowries, when I sent him back to Kano for the 
tent-poles, which he had forgotten till after he had 
been several miles on his journey, and sincQ which 
time I had not seen him till to-day. His appear«> 
ance is son^ewhat uncouth and remarkable; hia 
Sgure is awkward and uncommonly diminutive ; 
he has a most forbidding and intolerable squint ; 
bis mouth is turned awry ; and he has a huge and 
unnatural excrescence jutting out from his chin* 
which adds not a little to the deformity of hia 
countenance and appearance. Therefore it was: 
not very pleasant to be embraced, and almost 
hugged to death, by such a man as tliis« Hia 
companion is a pale, handsome, and agreeable 
youth, and is different from the other; in out 
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presence his behaviotir was decent, and Inn 
manners rather timorous and reserved; and when 
the villany of his associate was exposed, he felt 
more abashed of the two. My brother instantly 
accused the fellow of his former infidelity, and 
told him he was surprised that he could have the 
impudence to visit and salute him in the manner 
he had done, after what had transpired between 
them. Instead of expressing his sorrow and con- 
trition, the Arab made light of his offence, and 
endeavoured to laugh off the impression of it 
altogether ; and then in the most abject manner 
begged everything he saw with so much impor* 
tunity and selfishness, that we were out of all 
temper with the scoundrel, and I turned him out 
6f the hut in disgust. However, he could not be- 
lieve it possible that we were in earnest with him, 
and waited outside the door a longtime, anxiously 
expecting an invitation to come in again. ' O, it 
must be all in sport,' said he; but at last we 
threatened to shoot him if he did not go about hia 
business, and being apprehensive that we should 
put our threats into execution, he ran off as fast 
as he could. Before his dismissal, we gave his 
companion a few needles, and he took his leave 
in peace. The fellow's excuse for leaving me in 
the manner he did, was, that Al Hadjee Salah, 
the late Captain Clapperton's agent, had per- 
suaded him, saying that I was going to travel* 
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ilttDng Caffires. who )m&v ooi AlUb, and who 
would therefore mmder hkn* He was fzightoned^ 
]^ added ; but it wag easy to see that this wa& 
a meie excuse. His pxete^t for commg to us^ 
uoWj waSf that Sceriffe Asmau, who was going ta 
bis native countryt Timbuctoo, had offered to con^ 
vey letters for U8« from whence they might be 
^rwarded to Tripoli; and that he himself wouUl 
call /or them in the moming. This I hop^ ta 
jprevent, by saying that we had neither letters tor 
^nd,,nor present9 to give to Sceriffe, therefore we 
4id not wii^ to see hinu 

. A great number of Arabs are at pres^itt re* 
siding in Rabba.; th^ have come from varioua 
|iarts, and trade with the natives in red capa^ 
trona, small looking-glasses of the most inferior 
descripti(m» red cloth, silk, &c., which they biing 
chiefly from Fezzan. Among these Arabs is a £»• 
mous Sheikh, who, we understand, will set out ii^ 
a few days on a ^urney to Timbuctoo and other 
places. 

Sunday^ O^U 10(A. — Mohamed and the Fa- 
Ijttah messenger arrived at Zagdzhi in ccwnpany 
this morning, in pursuance of their agreements 
The former brought with hkn a fine sheep as a 
present from the Magia, and Mallam Dendo sent 
a large pot of honey by the hands of the lattec 
Both princesy according to the account of their 
representatives, were piightily pleased with dieb: 



respective presents, aad ex^wessed their acknowv 
ledgments la the wannest and most gratefiii 
terms,- they repeated the encouraging promises 
which they had before held out with regard U^ 
our journey, and have commissioned the * King: 
of the Dark Water,' under certain eircumstances,' 
to supply OB with a commodious canoe, as excel- 
lent as our hearts can desire; strongly recom'-^ 
mending us to enter into arrangements with him, 
and deliver our two Patkshie canoes, which ar& 
comparatively small and of little value, into hi» 
keeping till our departure from the country. A: 
man is also to accompany us as £ur as the sea, to 
he our guide and interpreter on the voyage. This 
intelligence has made us quite easy in mind, and 
£Ued us with hope and joy, for, previous to the 
jornval of these men, our hearts nnsgave us that 
everything would not prosper well They seen> 
to have forgotten the presents we had bestowed 
^tt them as well as their masters, for they have 
lieen very pressing to-day in their solicitations foe 
money and needles, so that I have gone so far as 
to cut my coat in pieces for them to make caps 
^ the cloth. Mohamed, in particular, has beenr 
mcessantly annoying us in this manner, and 
l^rought a fellow with him from Rabfoa, who, he 
wished us to believe, was the Magia's eldest son^ 
merely for the purpose of exacting a present from 
«e proportionate to his rank ; but we saw through 
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Us deceit in time to pievent our being taken in 
by him, and crushed it in its infancy, 
. It is provoking to be continually tormented so, 
and after all to receive nothing for our pains and 
the sacrifices we make but discontent, black looks, 
and grumbling without end. These fellows, in- 
stead of paying their respects in the first place to 
the chief of the island, had come to us directly 
from the landing-place ; and, because they had 
something of consequence to communicate to him, 
in which we ourselves were intimately concerned, 
after havyig remained in our company long 
enough to ascertain that they could extort nothing 
further, from us, Mohamed who had come with 
them, declared that they were in a hurry to be 
gone^ to make amends for their delay, and there- 
fore boldly demanded two thousand cowries ' to 
open/ as he expressed it, or ' clean out the mouth 
of the ** Water King!"' or else, he declared, no 
business whatever could be transacted with him ; 
it was the only method, he added gravely, with 
which he was acquainted, of enticing him to 
speak on any subject of importance. We knew all 
the time that the fellow was endeavouring to 
deceive us ; but seeing how much our success 
depended on keeping all these sort of gentlemen 
in good humour, and that our interest lay in 
being imposed on now and then, we com- 
plied with his request Considering, after whalp 
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4iad passed, that Mohamed and his colleagues 
might embezzle this sum, which in fact they strove 
to do, we sent Paskoe along with them to the 
4^hief 's house. Both he and his people continue 
4o show us every hospitality, and to tredtr us with 
all manner of respect and civility* 

Monday y Oct.\\th. — Ally the Arab, who, it 
^ill be recollected, introduced himself to our no- 
tice in Ykoorie, paid us a visit to-day from 
Babba, where he has been residing some time 
past. We hardly knew him again at first, on ac- 
count of his altered countenance, and the languid 
and emaciated appearance of his person, which, 
he tells us, has been the effect of sickness and 
' anxiety, occasioned by an attack of the Guinea- 
worm, which had confined him within doors on 
his mat for three weeks. Instead of proceeding 
to Alorie in Yarriba, which it was his intention of 
doing, he had changed his mind suddenly, and had 
come to Rabba, where he was at first courteously 
received and entertained. The horses which he 
bad in his possession belonged to the good old 
Oadado of Soccatoo, by ndiom he was commis- 
sioned to sell them to the highest hidden These 
animals were exceedingly large, handsome, and 
spirited, so much so indeed, that the prince of the 
Falktahs took a great fancy to them, and pur^ 
chased them, at an extravagant price, very shortly 
after they had been first exhibited in public by 
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AH. But not hsvmg money suflSmeift at bis din^ 
'posal at the time, Mallam Dendo prcunked to give 
the Taloe of tlie aidmak partly in cowriea and 
"partly ^handsome tobes of native nami&tctiiro^ 
i¥bich Me seller agreed to xeceire as wiUmgi]^ 
He has, however, been detained here erer mnce^ 
«nd to the present time has beeni pi^ off day 
-after day with empty promises. All does not 
tbink that this procrastination proceeds from any 
dishonest feeling oh tihe part of the prince of the 
Falktabs, but that it is really from want of Hhb 
ineans of paying him, owing te the expenses 
^tending several warlike expeditions in which lie 
lias been recently engaged. 

Snob, generally speaking, is the manaer of 
irading in this coimtry, a few years' ocedit being 
thought very little of; and it is not unusual to meet 
vrith individcraJs who have been nnable to obtain 
payment of debts for ten or a doxeh years at least. 

We had a long ehat with Ali, and gave horn a 
'few old things which wire useless to as ; but we 
'soon found it necessary to send bin away, as he 
-began complaining very grievoui^ of poverty and 
'Wretchedness. . 

Tbe Arab, m course of conversation, remaaiktif 
iiiRi it would be a good speculation to send some 
-needles for sale tt the Habba maifcel, whieh is 
extremely large and well attended; tiieref<»e» we 
l^ok the hittty and sent Jovdie and Zbraym, t«o 
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•of our men, with a <^ertaiii quantity to dispose of, 
and they both returned in the evening with the 
ihiits of their success, having Obtained the sum of 
eight thousand cowries for them. This has given 
vts fresh spirits again> fdr we had not a singlie 
icowrie to give to our men. The inhabitants 
«j>f Rabfoa purchased them very eagerly, at hotn 
"^fifteen to thirty cowries each needle, and they 
' ivere anxious to get more, when they found thitt 
eur men had disposed of the whole. \ 

' It has been the policy of Maliam Dendo, whb» 
by all accounts, is an able and crafty diief, and a 
'courageous man, to advance foreigners of all na- 
tions to certain lucrative and important postft, 
' either about his person, in the army, or as go- 
vernors of conquered towns; and by this means 
lie conciliates, in a great measure, the black, or 
original population of the country, confirms his 
Teputation, and establishes his sovereignty wi& 
little trouble over lands and districts which he 
may have subjugated and added to his dominionit. 
It appears that the prince of Babba is wholly 
independent of Bello, the sultan of Soccatoo, or 
at most that he pays only a nominal allegiance to 
"that monarch, though an amicable intercourse is 
constantly kept up between them. 

Mallam Dendo lately planned an expedition 
against the Idngdom of Funda, which was instantly 
carried into execution, though former enterprises 
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of the kind had unifonnly tennmftted in confasimi 

. imd defeat. Thia also was a complete failure ; for 

as his. soldiers were drawing near the dty of 

Funda* as the story. goes, and had attained an 

: eminence for the purpose of reconnoitring the 

; surrounding county, they saw, or thought they 

. ^w, to their infinite amazement^ a large army 

coming out to meet them, and all the sol* 

diers armed with muskets, and clothed after 

the manner .of foreigners in blue and white 

, dresses. This put them all in a consternation; 

• and without stopping to look behind, them, they 
. lied with the utmost speed, and returned to their 

own homes without accomplishing anything. 

. Here they attempted to vindicate their cowardice 

.by telling their countrymen a very marvellous 

story of their having encountered an army of 

white men, whose formidable equipments and war* 

like appearance had made their hearts droop 

. within them, and they had fled. In allusion to 

. this story, Mallam Dendo asked Paskoe, in confi- 

• dence, yesterday, whedier he did not think that 

• many of our countrymen were assisting their a4* 
( versaries ? . . 

Mallam Dendo, it is said, can send one thoa« 
sand horse soldiers, well equipped and mounted 

i on noble animals, to the field ; and the num* 
ber of fi)Ot soldiers he has at his command is 

^80 great, that it is not known, AU runaway 
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daves are encouraged to join the ranks on coih 
dition of receiving their freedom ; and they are 
joined by a vast number from the Burroundmg 
country. The natives are commanded by captains 
from among their own countrymen, and the Fa* 
iMahs also by theirs ; the greatest good-will pre«> 
vails among them, and we have nowhere observed 
quarrelling of any kind. 

. The Faliitahs are now in possession of the whole 
of Nouffie, Ederesa having relinquished his claims 
as he had been deserted by the greater part of his 
troops, who joined the army of Mallam Dendo. 
Both the Magia and Ederesa have little or no 
authority. The Fal&tah prince has sent his mes^ 
aengers, both by land and water, to collect the 
taxes and tributes throughout the country of 
Nouffie, which were last year paid to Ederesa. 
Yarriba will soon follow the condition of Nouffie, 
and the Falatahs, in the course of a few years, will 
reach the sea. An idea of their character may be 
formed from their usual boast, that they could 
eonquer the whole world if the salt water did not 
prevent them. 

Friday J Oct. I2th. — As we have ahready said, 
Babba market is very celebrated, and considered 
hj traders as one of the largest and best in did 
whole country, of which it may be styled the em- 
porium ; a variety of articles, both of native and 
foreign manufacture, are there offered for sale; 



and it is genenifiy well 'siqpfitied widi «laves of 
both BCRea. Yesteiday, one of oiar men eotoifeed 
between one «iid two htmdied raea, wcMsien, aa^ 
diUdzen, whoiveyeaU e^qmedlor Balein ranks or 
fines. These poor ciseatiires h^re, for the most 
part, been captured in war; and, it is said, that 
ihe Falhtaha laseiy treat them with unkindness^ 
and never with brutality. . The piioe of a strongs 
ittalthy huL is aboal forty thousand OOTnies (8/^ 
afterliag); a girl fetches as much as .fifty thoa-» 
Bandy and peibaps more if lE^e be at ail intea^esU^ 
ing; and the vahie of men and womoi vanea 
•ocording to their age and abilities* Slaves are 
•omekimes purchased si, Babha by pec^e iBha«> 
fcitbg a comtry situated a good way down Ilia 
liignv a>M[ fi?a>n thence they are delivered finaii 
brad to hand till they at length reach the se& 
Ivory is likewise sold, most likely to the sam& 
iadividBals, and large todks may be purchased at a 
tiiOBsand oowiies each, and occaaicmaUy at a 
jODiich cheaper ratfe We have eieveik elephai^ 
teaks of oor^owxi^ which were- presented to us by 
the kings of Wowow and B6uss&» but we have 
)>eeti vmMx to dispose of ihem &t Babha because 
Ifto strangers axe at presast in the city. 
'. All the principal inhabUants of Babba are com* 
.fAaining bitterly of the want of money^ and the 
lieculiar hardness, of the times. Formerly, they 
.rsay, it was not so; and they ascribe their present 
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fomttf sad emban^assmentB to their late reTerseft 
in war, and misfortunes at home. Hieir recent 
JDtsuocessM attack on the Ctanhvie people, who 
Teside in the province of Engaskie, near Y&oorie; 
mnd whidi we have alluded to in our visit to that 
country, has quite humiliated and disheartenei 
IhenL To be outwitted and overthrown by th# 
nnwarlike Cumbzie, who are coasidered as & 
despicable race by all people, and to have lost s# 
jnany men and horses in ^at expeditioa, lunre beeft 
ft source, of great mortification to their vanity, anft 
derogatbn of their high name. In ovder to re^ 
deem their national character from the stain whidi 
iC has thus veoeived, and to restore the reputatkni 
for bravery and resolution which had before s^ 
eminently distinguished tbemfromiheirn^ghbourB^ 
hot winch is now so deeply tarnished, the FaMktah^ 
at Rabba are actively employed io hastening pr^ 
IMirations for ibe invasion of Yarriba ; and ar^ 
resolved, it is reported, to set out in a very le# 
days for Katunga, the capital, which is to be their 
jfirst object of attack. They anticipate success 
*sdthout tike dread of oppontion; and ^ley already 
Jboast of acquisitions which ^y hniw not yet 
.gained, and exult in the thoughts of the splendour 
tind opulence they shall enjoy in citf es which they 
bave not yet seen. Our old firiend, ti&e monaseh 
^Yarriba, oft his^part, has been put ob hisguanly 
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•nd is, we hei&T, detennmed to resist any hostile 
mttempt which may be made against his coilntry. 

Maliam Deiido sent for Paskoe this morning in a 
great hurry, with a message, that he was waiting 
impatiently his arrival at Rabba, hatvmg something 
of the utmost consequence to communicate. As 
may easily be conjectured, we were rather surprised 
At this unexpected summons, and waited Paskoe's 
return with much anxiety, for we had no doubt 
whatever that we were principally concerned in it 
When, however, he did come back, and enter 
our hut, he looked very wistfully, and informed 
OS, with considerable agitation both of voice and 
manner, that Maliam Dendo had expressed to 
Um the greatest dissatis^tion at the things which 
jhe had received from us as a present, declaring 
Ihem to be perfectly worthless, and, with the ex- 
^ptioii of the looking-glass, * fit only for a child I' 
ihat he well knew we could have sent him some- 
thing more useful and of greater value, if we had 
-thought proper; but that if we persbted in our 
refusal to do so, he should demand of us Our gund, 
pistols, and powder, before he would consent or 
permit us to leave Zagdzhi. This news made us 
•very uneasy and unhappy, and we sat down in 
"gloom and thoughtfulness without uttering a 
word, for we believed this to . be a death-blow to 
idl our hopes. To part with the only defensive 
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weapons in our possession, we felt determined not 
to do ; it brought to our recollection the fable of 
the lion deprived of his teeth and claws. We 
Imew that if we were to be deprived of these, 
we should be entirely in the power of a set of 
fellows who are remarkable neither for generosity 
nor nobleness of principle, without the means of 
helping ourselves ; and we resolved never to part 
with our guns unless compelled to do so by 
force or from the most urgent necessity. • Having 
reflected deliberately on our situation, we felt 
convinced that something on our part must be 
done, by way of conciliation, if we had any inten- 
tion of quitting the country, and of prosecuting 
our enterprise. The chief also wanted to know' 
why we had not gone to Sansam to see tlie Magla^ 
having been only iiye days* journey from him wheir* 
at Yaoorie^ and added, that one of us must go 
immediately. We were much hurt, and pointed^ 
out to the messenger our only box of presents, 
and told him it was all we possessed to last us t(r 
the sea, adding, that if we were to give his^ 
master more, we should have nothing left to obtain 
us even food on our voyage. At this- moment we 
thought of Mr. Park's tobe, which was given to u» 
by the king of Boossk ; and thought, that as it was 
the only thing which we had to offer, it might 
in consequence of the splendour of its appearance, 
and its intrinsic value, prove an acceptable present 



3f 2 TH9^ I^BSam AGCBPTflO. tCbip. XV» . 

to die eov«tous i»m€% and we fondly boped tkat^ 
H might be tlie means ef » pecfect recondliatioa 
on both sides : therefore, vndec these consideiai- 
tions, we immediately dispatched Ibrahim with it 
to Rabba, though oux hearts misgave ua at the 
tune, that it would after all be thought lightly of, 
as an excuse for further extortionf. Of course, 
ifre deeply lamented the necessity to which we were 
reduced on parting with this curiosity, but it waa 
inevitable. We s^t word by Ibrahim also^ that 
having no good presents to ^e him was the 
i^asen I had no^ visited Bello when we were at 
Y^oorie»> and that I declined doing so for the 
«ame reasons now. Our plan was to make fnenda 
Vfith the Eabba chief, and this we have some 
hopes the tobe we have just sent to him will 
^eet. 
, In less than two hours after hb departoce, Ibra- 
him returned from his errand with a quick step and. 
cheerful looks, and informed us, that the tobe wa& 
<^ccepted by the prince with raptuious admiration. 
Sy this present we had made him our friend foe 
•ever ; he r^etted that the Fal^tahs had no canoes, 
but were they possessed of any, he would make us a 
j^resent of as many as we might want, and accde- 
i^ate our departure from Zagozhi with aU his in- 
€uence. * Ask the white men„' said he, ^ what 
they would desire, and if Babba can supply thent 
with it, tell them they shall_ always have iW. 
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-^liFell!' lie continued^ ^I mint purcliase ^am 

tobe; I will not accept it as a gift,— tkat would 

he against my principles, and besides it wonld be 

wrong for me to be guilty of sucb injustice. Now» 

I riudl be sometbing like a king/ be added, tum# 

mg the tobe inside and out ; Met no man know 

^f it ; my neigbboum will behold me with envy p 

^nd aa isn my own people, I will surprise theml 

fl<mie morning by putting it oa when they aw 

j^ing to war ; it will dazzle theur ieyes. How 

great will be their astonbhment !' In this maiw 

aer |the prince of the Fa^itahs talked to Ibrahim^ 

We hardly know whi^ conclusion to draw from it^ 

but rather imagine that this present of the tobe 

will in the end be advantageous to omr interests, 

though we .very much regret its loss* Our man 

bas been desired to visit Rabba again to-morrow, 

when a present of some kind will be sent us as; 

an acknowledgment, for such is the custom ot 

the country. 

Wednesday^ October IS^A.—- In pursuance of 
4he chiefs arrangement, we sent Ibrahim and 
Paskoe to him this morning. He received them 
with civility, said he was highly pleased at theic 
coming, and wished to know in what manner he 
^ould best express his acknowledgments to us for 
.tihe present we had made him, which he termed 
a ^ princely gift,' promising to make us all the 
letum for it in his power, by forwarding- our 
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departufe, and assisting us in the object of our 
Tisit as much as he was able. Paskoe, who 
had previously been tatored by us, and who is not 
deficient in sagacity, made answer, and said, that 
our first wish, and the one which he believed we 
were most anxious about, was to obtain a lai^ 
canoe, and pursue our journey on the Niger as 
fittt as possible; that as we had little money, 
and but few presents, and as the * King of the 
Dark Water' had refused to exchange a canoe of 
the above description, for those which we had 
obtained at Patlushie, unless we would -consent to 
pay liim ten . thousand cowries, we should be 
obliged to him to settle that little a£Pair to out 
satisfaction, otherwise he said we should be em** 
barrassed with insuperable dilficulties. And that 
if the prince of Rabba approved of it, a few mats, 
tobes, or sandals, would be highly acceptable ; and 
would be considered by us as a sufficient remu* 
neration for the presents we had made him. This 
answer pleased the' prince, and he cheerfully 
agreed to the whole of Paskoe's propositions/ 
He then went out and procured a bundle of the 
handsomest-coloured mats, for the manufacture of 
which Babba is famous, and came back, and de« 
livered them into the hands of Paskoe as an 
offering to us, with two large bags of rice, and a 
bunch of plantains. He gave Ibrahim also a hand*^ 
some tobe and cap for liimself ; and promised to 
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Hend a messenger to the King of the Dark Water 
to settle the business of the canoe, by whom he 
would likewise send valuable tobes, to be worn by 
tny brother and myself. He then presented Paskoe 
with a thousand cowries; and he returned with 
Ibrahim to Zagdzhi, quite overjoyed with success. ' 
A foot messenger from the King of Nouffi^ 
arrived at Rabba in the morning. His sovereign 
Iiad despatched him privately to Mallam Dendo; 
with an insinuation to him, ' that if it met with his 
approbation, he (the Magla) would order us to 
be detained at Zagozhi until we should consent 
to make him a present of a certain number of 
dollars, or something equivalent to them in value ; 
that he disbelieved the story of our poverty alto- 
gether, and would therefore search our luggage. 
In order to discover whether our assertion was 
true or false, that we had no greater presents to 
make/ So much dissimulation, meanness and 
Tapacity, which this trait in his character exhibits, 
we had little reason to expect from the King of 
Nouffie, after expressing for us, so warmly and 
repeatedly as he has done, protestations of the 
most cordial, candid, and lasting friendship. We 
could not forbear feeling very indignant at this 
foul breach of the laws of hospitality and good 
Faith, which we had experienced in every part of 
the country previous to this. Perhaps it was well 
that we had presented the prince of Rabba with Mr. 

VOL. IX. X 
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Paxk'to tobe^ for lie teatedt ike mogoiige and kv 
beaarer with cotttenpt, aDid anwreied ^Mrgc^tkally : 
« Tell the M«gla, ywx 8«yreteig9, tkat I woiildx»- 
bukelumfor tUftexpiesmii of liMfteiil3«teBla; tliak I 
detest bw base kfiiBiMtioas ; that I will never cobp 
fijNat to hk vidiefl ; and tbat I re|ec4 bk propoaid 
witb disdaiik Wbatl sbaU tbe wbita men, who 
baye cone from aucb diaboit laada to visit oar 
country, wbo bave spexst tbeir aubataxM^ among' 11% 
^nd made us preaaits,. befoie we bad kisuie to 
do any good for them, aball ikey be treated ao 
inhumanly? Never! They have worn their aboea 
from tbeir &et, and dieir clothes from their per* 
sons, by the Icngtb and tediottsaefl& of their 
journeys; they have thrown themselves into oar 
bands, to claim our projection and partake of our 
hospitality ; shall we treat them then as robbera^ 
and (!ast them from us like dogs? Smrely not 
What would our neighbours,— ^what would our 
friends— our foes, say to Ihia? What could be a 
greater reproach than the infiamy which would 
attach itself to our characters,, and to our name, 
ahould we treat these poor, unproteeted, wandering 
strangers, and white meni too^ in the manner your 
imonarch, the King of Nouffie^ proposes ? Afte^r 
they have been received and entertained with so 
much hospitality and honour in Yarriba^ at Wof 
vow, and at Boossk, shall it be said that Habba 
treated them badly ; that she shut her doers upon 
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tliem, and plundered them/ No, never! I havb 
already given my word to protect them, and I 
infill not forfeit that sacred pledge for all the guns 
-and swords in the world/ Such was the answer 
-which the King of NoufBe's messenger received 
from the Fal^tah chieftain* Surely it was worthy 
of a prmce. 

Our men saw and conversed with this Nouffie 
messenger, who had made no secret of his errand, 
and the ahove answer was related to Paskoe by 
the prince- of the Falktahs himself. 

The imbecility of the Magia, and his want of 
power, are strikingly apparent; he exercises a 
nominal authority only over Ids people, Mallam 
Dendo being evidently the ruling monarch of the 
'Whole kingdom of NouflSe. The former never 
enters into any public undertaking, without con- 
'Bulting the Falatah ruler, and first obtaining his^ 
eonsent to the measure, be it urgent or otherwise- 
Several HItussa merchants arrived at Rabba 
this morning, with a number of fine horses fo^ 
sale. As soon as they entered the town> they 
went to pay their respects to the prince, when 
Paskoe happened to be in his company, and they 
conversed together in the Falktah language, not 
vlliinkingfor a moment that it could be understood 
vly him. In allusion to us, for we are generally 
brought on the tapis on such occasions, they 
spoke very much m our praise, mentioned Cap- 

X 2 
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tain Clapperton, * the unfortunate Abdallah/ in 
lerma of tlie highest admiration, and had seep 
.with wonder the splendid and curious presents 
which he had made to Sultan Bello at Soc- 
:catoo. * I know the wliite men, too,' said 
the prince, * they are good men ; in fact I have 
reason to speak well of them, for . I also aiu 
a white man, and therefore I am of opinion that 
they are of the same hlood as ourselves/ It is 
in this manner that Falatahs endeavour to claim 
relationship with Europeans, though these people 
^e either of a swarthy complexion, or black as 
lioot; and this passion to be considered fair is 
often carried to a most ridiculous height. White 
men, how sorry soever their outward appearance 
may be, are certainly considered, not only by 
Falatahs, but by the native blacks, as a supe- 
rior order of beings^ in all respects more ex* 
cellent than themselves. At Y^oorie we recol- 
lect having overheard a conversation between two 
-men, who were quarrelling in the very height of 
•|)a8si9n. ^ What !' exclsdmed one of them to his fel- 
low, ' thou pitiful son of a black ant! dost thou 
presume to say that a horse was my father ? hodk 
at these Christians ! for as they are, I am ; and 
such were my ancestors ; answer me not, I say, 
for I am a white man !' The speaker was a Negro, 
and his skin was the colour of charcoal, 
Thursday^ October 14M.— It is time that our 
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journey should be completed, for our goods ar6' 
very nearly exhausted ; and so far from being in 
a condition to make further presents, our means 
will scarcely be adequate to procure the bare- 
necessaries of life. Our stock of cloth, looking*' 
glasses, snu£f«boxes, knives, scissors, razors, and 
tobacco-pipes, has already been given away, and 
we have only needles and a few silver bracelets 
left to present, to the chiefs whom we may reason- 
ably expect to fall in with on our voyage dowiv 
the Niger. Henceforward we must endeavour to 
shun as many large towns on the banks of the 
river, as we may venture to do with safety. In 
order to obtain a little money, in addition tO' 
what we have already beeii enabled to procure 
from the sale of a quantity of needles, both for 
present use and future convenience, I sent my 
watch tliis afternoon to the Fal&tah general, who 
is the Bomouese that made us a present a day or 
two ago, and he agreed to purchase it for the sum- 
of sixty thousand cowries ; but having the mis- 
fortune to let it fall shortly afterwards, as he was* 
in the act of mounting his horse, the glass was^ 
broken by the accident, and it was so much' 
damaged outwardly, that its beauty of appearance 
is entirely destroyed. It was returned to us to* 
wards evening, with a present of a bunch of plan* 
tarns and a beautiful leopard's skin, as a remu*: 




^emtion for the injury which it bad sustained, but 
vitbout Bending any apology, or the most distant 
illusion to the accident ! The watqh, howeyeiv 
«dll ticked^ and the brightness of its inner cascr 
was untarnished, therefore we sent it over instantiy^ 
to Mallam Dendo, who received it with eagemessi 
and purchased it on the spot for a large sum o£ 
Vioney, which be has promised to pay us to* 
morrow, and Paskoe has accordingly left it in his 
bands. 

i The story which we heard when at. Ykoorie,: 
relative to the decease of old Mallam Denda,. 
&ther of the present prince of the Fal^tabs, waa: 
mot true, as that individual is still alive. But thft 
zumour we suppose to have originated from thor 
old chiefs abdication in fitvour of his son, which 
took place at the time, and bis relinquii^iment of 
all public husiness in consequence of that resolu*-^ 
tion, though it is said that he still influences his son's! 
conduct in all private a^ well as public concerns*. 
He now sits, as the Arabs tell us, in one position, 
every day from morning till night, with three 
large calabashes around him, one of which, is kept 
constantly filled with tu(^ another with cowries^ 
and a third with goom nuts ; and he revels in the. 
delights which these calabashes afford him all day 
long. He has the reputation also, now that ha 
is become old, of being both a miser and m. 
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j^vAUxL lie noeires isKt fear VtailerB, and liiose 
aie of a particakir dewaapdo^ mtk whoan aob. 
j pwmitone e has made Um fiuniliar, and wlioee 
ona^mof, etpiafity of a^ and a slmiimtjr im 
taales aad incMnalioiis, have rendered desiraUi^ 
Xheae Mends ar& ai lib^tj to eat a kmdfui <£ 
iuah, or efaew a gooianut in ids company, wfaonr 
««er they please. Old MaHam.Deai^ is copp 
(Sidered a Teiy eceentdc cbaoader by all those 
who hawe either seen or heard of hhn, and hia 
Wigular manner of living is the cottmon theme 
0f convenaHon among ail laaks. His son is sai^ 
to mherit.ntme of his iiaihei^a foibles or propeur 
4^»es; he k leveted as a leader, and beloved as a 
^uan, though the Arabs do not speak well ^f his 
consistency* For some reasoir, the report of th^ 
4M maa's death is industrioudy propagated. 

Friday f Odober Ibth, — We are generallj 
awakened everymomingalday-breaky and on partly 
cuhir occasions long be£ore the sua riaesy with the 
noise of the grinding of com and the Loud cheer&i 
ainging which aee(»3ipaaies it from the females enf> 
^;aged in that laboriooa occupaticm, lor femaleipt 
jBoiy are employed in it The same custom pi^r 
irails in Yairiba, in Borgoo, and at YiuH>rie, and 
in fact throughout the whole of western* centra^ 
and northern Africa, as far as we can learn. Inr 
atead i^ the. mill fonnezly used in Judea, and ia 



sift . BABBA. - [Chap. 

all eastern coiuiMes, wttli its handle of wood or 
iron in the xim, the people here simply employ two 
large itfones, flat and smooth, with the uppermost 
of which they rub the grain till it becomes soffi* 
dently fine. Perhaps this is a more ancient, as it 
is a more simple contrivance, than the com-miUs 
used by the females of the east, to which it is 
-greatly inferior. However, Dr. Clarice, the tra* 
Teller, is of opinion, that the former * are thd 
primeval mills of the world,' and he also says, that 

* they are Still found in all com countries where 
tude and ancient customs have not been liable to 
those changes introduced by xefinement' 

• Rabba^ which has before been alluded to, ap« 
|>ears from Zagdzhi to be a considerably larger 
lieat) dean, and well-built town, though it is un* 
walled, and is not otherwise fenced. It is irregu* 
larly built on the slope of a gently-rising hill, at 
the foot of which runs the Niger ; and in point of 
Tank, population, and wealth, it is the second city 
in the Falktah donunions, Soccatoo alone bemg 
considered as its superior. It is inhabited by a 
mixed population of Falktahs, Noufanchie, and 
lemigrants and slaves from various countries, and 
is governed by a ruler who exercises sovereign 
authority over Rabba and its dependencies, and is 
styled Sultan or King. The regal power is de» 
spotic, though exercised with mildness, and the suo« 
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cessioD hereditaiy* The Arabs aiid all ttrangeis 
have an enclosure of dwellings to themselvesf 
wM^ is in the suburbs of the town. Rabba is 
famooB' for milk, oil» and honey. The murket^ 
when our messengers were there, appeared to be 
well supplied with bullocks, horses, mules^ asses^ 
sheep, goats, and abundance of poultry. Rice and 
various sorts of com, cotton, cloth, indigO|. 
saddles and bridles made of red and yellow leather, 
Jbesides shoes, boots, and sandals, were offered for 
sale in great plenty. Although they observed 
about two hundred slaves for sale, none had been 
disposed of when they left the market in the even* 
jng. The inhabitants grow abundance of com and 
tice, and other productions common to the neigh^ 
bouring countries, and they cultivate the plantain 
3brob with success. They possess large flocks and 
Jierds of the finest description, and their homed cat* 
tie are remarkable for their size and beauty. Thej 
have also a prodigious number of excellent horses, 
of which they take the greatest care, and they are 
tudiversaUy admired for their strength and elegant 
proportions* These animals are used only for war« 
recreation, and in travelling. It is the pride and 
pleasure of the higher classes to dress well, and 
dispUy their persons and their horsemanship ta 
advantage, and it is gratifying to witness th^ 
grace and dexterity with whidi they preserve theix 
iK>mmand over tliese beautiful creaUtres. In ths 
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aianagcflBeoBt of Aim lunses, ihsfwant periuys 
iaSeoox to thcAxalw, ttom whom tiley hare^ maB 
frohafaiJityy.deOTed moat of tlior leaaomi im tbe aat 
JtabbdLia not itery fanoai ^ tbe maaker or tb* 
aety of ka artifioos, and yet in tfas nanafiietaEe of 
^mU and aandala they axe vnrmSML However 
in aU other handkara&i Bablba yi^da to Z&» 

, jSa^zM^ situated aa k i% dindly opp o wta 
fiaU^a^ yaxtjcipates in many af ita advantage^ 
Ihou^ gtiil it htt various ioconvenieneea pocufiav 
lo itself. The town iabaiit on a bogr &* Biidi.it 
a|^)eai8 to us, and it lies so eloae to the wKfeer^ 
that in £uBt huadbteda of huts axe iitex^y .standing 
in it. So iittte regard do the pec^^ aq^pear to 
luive &r what b tenned comfoit, that they auffier 
the walla of their dwellinga either to IsU to {deoesi 
4ir permit large chinks and holes toxemain in theaii 
which £eely admit the. wind and rain; while die 
4oor8, whidh are laade <tf earth or day, are so 
•oft and. dampv that a slender stick may easily he 
thrust into them by tbe hand to any depth. Out 
4»wn is of this description. In so niont 4 situation aa 
this, it may readily be supposed the air in the night 
•ea3on is iUunuAqted with fife«flies. The huts of 
the natives are infested with mosquitoes and oth^ 
vaore disgusting insects, whiph abound indeed 
in miUiona* When the Ni^r subsides^ and leaves 
2iigo«hi, esyposed with all it^ dirt to the influei^ 




^f the sun, tbft 00x10119 vapours and cexkalationa 
'Vfkh whidi the air must of necessity he impreg* 
Bated, will render it no doubt very insalubrious; 
tot irt present the inhabitants maJ&e few or na 
eompkints. 

In their huts the people eidiibit no very favour^ 
ibie specimens of taste or cleanliness ; and in this 
jpespect, certainly, they are greatly inferior to their 
neighbours on the other side c^ the river. How- 
ever, in their persons they are by no means sa 
fi^l^gent, for they always appear e^j^tremely well 
pressed ; and we have rarely met mih so large » 
Qumber of tall, handsome> well-formed men and. 
comely women, as in this place. 

The care which the Fali.tah be^ows, and tha 
pride which he takes in his horse, are employed 
^d indulged by the inhabitants of Zagozhi in an 
equal proportion in their canoes; the Niger » 
covered with these little vessels, and to be skilful 
in the management of them is their greatest boast. 
The chief of the island has about six. hundred 
^noes, all of which will be employed, wh»i tha 
young Majlam Dendo is pro<daimed king, in con- 
feyiug the Falktah troops across the river on their 
expedition into Yarriba. They are fond of aquatic 
occupations, even to a passion, and carry them tq 
excess. All the trade by water in these parts is 
ifk their hands, and they are proprietors of tha 
^rry to and from Kabba, which is a source q£ 
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considerable emolument to those engaged in this 
circulation. They are also excellent fishermen, 
and, in fact, the population of Zagdzhi are almost 
Amphibious, so prone are they to be perpetually 
sporting in bogs or dabbling in water. But they 
do not confine themselves all the year round en« 
tirely to the river, for they cultivate the soil as 
well, and, like their countrymen of Nouffie, in the 
manufacture of various articles they evince con* 
siderable ingenuity and expertness. The cloth 
which they manufacture in common with their 
countrymen, and the tobes and trowsers which 
they make, are most excellent, and would not 
disgrace an European manufactory ; they are wont 
ilnd valued by kings, chiefs, and great men,- and 
are the admbration of the neighbouring nations^ 
V^hich vainly attempt to imitate them. We have 
also seen a variety of caps, which are worn solely 
by females, and made of cotton interwoven with 
silk, of the most exquisite workmanship. The 
people here are uncommonly industrious, be they 
hiales or females, and are always busy either in 
Culinary, or other domestic occupations* 
' In our walks we see groups of people employed 
in spinning cotton and silk; others in making- 
wooden bowls and dishes, mats of various patterns, 
shoes, sandals, cotton dresses and caps, and the 
like; others busily occupied in fashioning brass 
and iron stirrups, bits for bridles, hoes, chains. 
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fetters, &c. ; and others again employed in makr 
ing saddles and horse accoutrements. These 
various articles, which are intended for the Rabba 
inarket, evince considerable taste and ingenuity 
in their execution. 

- We have not seen a single public amusement 
since we have been among them. In this respect 
they are an example to their neighbours. They 
seem quite independent of all authority and above 
iall restraint, except that of the legitimate King of 
the Dark Watery and their own interests induce 
them to obey him alone. They care as little for the 
Falatahs as the Falktahs for them ; the peculiarity 
of their situation renders them secure from foreign 
invasion, and insensible to the calamities and disr 
tresses which overwhelm the natives of many parts 
of the continent. They have liberty stamped on 
their features, and lightness and activity, so rarely 
to be seen in this country of sluggards, are ob* 
servable in all their actions. The generality of 
the people are well-behaved ; they are hospitable 
and obliging to strangers ; they dwell in amity 
with their neighbours, and live in unity, peace, 
and social intercourse with themselves ; they are 
made bold by freedom, affluent by industry and 
frugality, healthy by exercise and labour, and 
happy from a combination of all these blessings. 
. The population of Zag6zhi cannot well be 
estimated, on account of its lowness and the pre- 
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Tailing flatnesi of tiie coastry icaiBid, on wUd 
tieither a luUodc nor eminence of any kind can bs 
discerned. However, it must be hnmeDse ; and 
we eoxuuder it to be one of the moat extraiaare and 
thickly inhabited towns, as wdl as one of the 
inost hnportant trading places in the whole king- 
dom of Nouffie, not excepting eren Coalfo. Ac^ 
cording to our estimation the island may be about 
^fteen miles long and three in breadth, but the 
greater part of it is now nearly overflowed. No^ 
withstanding tiiis, the natives appear to enjoy good 
lieahh. 

Novelties, however triflhig, attract the notice of 
the people of Rabba, as glittering baubles exciks 
Ae attention of a daild ; and as children, too^ 
become tired of their plaything a few moments 
0nly aHler it is put into their hands, so do they 
throw aside in disgust, when it ceases to be a no^ 
TeHy, that which they woiM have given half their 
substance to obtain a few seconds before it ac^ 
lually became their own. They are 

Pleased with a feather^ tickled with a itnw. 
OThe prince of the Falktahs is already tired of my 
watch, which he purchased yesterday, and he 
returned it this afternoon, with all its machinery 
broken ; and, like the Bomouese sol^r, without 
mddng any acknowledgment for his carelessness^ 
However, we have received permisshn to quit Za- 
fgozhi fo-morrono morrttn^j io pursue tmr j o wrn e f 
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'«&)«ni 2&e Niger; and thovgliBH the pnnnises of 
tite Magia li»re tenniaated In nolbiDg— -&cmgh a 
ficuffie goide Ims befen denied as—- and thongii 
it is likely that we shall her perpftesnd with a thou^ 
sand dBJSeukiei^ jet we are in high s|»ritfl and 
^great good hnmoat at iStie thoi^hta of aox le* 
iease^ for we know &at we shalF go our way wiiii 
alacrity and confidence. 

We hare been bufflly emplayed in packmg v^ 
wad making ppq>aratloQB fof our defmitnTe from 
Zag6zhi to^monow morning. We are in hopes of 
Jmving no diffictdtiiea dbonl ^e canoe, and are de^- 
fima of c^tahxing one that wiU hoM dSi oi owe party, 
as it will be a nnich more satis&cfory arrange^ 
ment for ns, and more convaiient ^an two small 
jones. The chief of the island 'visited iis in the 
morning, and pnomised to send a messesiger with 
as as fax as Egga^ on the hanks of the river. ThiS' 
is the last town, we . are told, down Ihe xiver be^ 
ioBgiiig to the Noufie territoay, and its distance 
;booi hence is said to be fbur days' journey. He 
teQs OS also, &at the river is quite safe, according 
ta &e rep<^8 of ^^ Nouf^ peopie who tradb 
between this place and £gga^ 

This afterBoon, the chief was anw^^&g to part 
4riih a eanoe under any eooaldexalioa, yet, as a 
.token of his fidoidsh^ and regard, he has offered 
to spare us one fior twenty thcttsand cowries I m 
addltioxi to oia: own wUdk we facought from Pa- 
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tashie island. A messenger from the prince of 
Kabba arrived here just after this proposition was 
made us, with full powers to treat with the Water 
•King for our canoe. ^ I will see,' said the man, 
.* whether I. can .make him comply with your 
wishes or not; he will not show me any of his 
airs, I am sure.' This messenger brought with 
him a large bag of rice as a present from Mallam 
Dendo, who desired him to inform us, that. 'he 
wished us well, and should be most happy to hear 
of our return to the country by way of the NigerJ 
As soon as he had delivered his message to ns, 
he repaired to the dwelling of the Zag5zhi chief, 
and returned to us from his errand shortly after- 
wards, with the intelligence of his having suc- 
eeeded in obtaining the long-talked-of canoe, 
which would be in readiness to receive us on board 
at an early hour to-morrow. This has removed a 
"great weight from our minds. 

Last night iny brother was troubled and terri- 
fied in his sleep by a frightful dream of scorpions, 
and, to his astonishment, when he awoke this 
morning, he discovered one of those reptiles on his 
mat, which he had crushed to death in his sleep. 

The * Dark Water King' has been informed of 

our poverty, we believe, and his goodness is de<^ 

dining very perceptibly in consequence. Nor do 

his people, we are sorry to say, regard us with 

the same respect and partiality as formerly, nor 
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treat us with as much beer as they did. Doubtless 
they have imbibed a similar notion, that the white 
men are poor, and their kindness and goodnature 
BTh also fast dwindling away. ' Perhaps all this is 
natural : even from our iiriends and relations, hos- 
pitality and tenderness do not, under such circum« 
stances, last for ever. It is true the natives have 
pitied us ; but pity is composed of sorrow and 
contempt ; and here, as in more polished countries, 
we have found it to be unsubstantial and fleeting. 
After the first gush of feeling, the. tear of com- 
passion gives place to the frigid indifference of 
contempt. To be pitied is to be despised. Such 
is the case here, and such is the way of the worlds 
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